
September 2017 

Reception 

  

 

BELLS FARM PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Bells Farm Close 

Druids Heath 

Birmingham 

B14 5QP 
 

School Reception: 0121 675 8666 
School Fax: 0121 675 4138 

General Enquiries: enquiry@bellsfrm.bham.sch.uk  
Website Enquiries: website@bellsfrm.bham.sch.uk  

In Reception we are known as  

The Swans 

mailto:enquiry@bellsfrm.bham.sch.uk
mailto:website@bellsfrm.bham.sch.uk


Welcome to the Foundation 

Stage at Bells Farm    

Primary School. We are 

looking forward to working 
in partnership with you to 

build and develop      

confident and capable 

learners, who are        

interested, excited and 

motivated by education.  

We aim to create a  

stimulating learning   

environment both indoors 

and outdoors that offers 
a wide range of       

activities, which reflect 

the Early Years        

Curriculum and will   

develop the children’s  

interest and curiosity.  

Our curriculum is centred 

around the Early Years  

Foundation Stage       

Framework. The activities are 
carefully structured and 

monitored to cover the early 

learning goals thus enabling 

each child to be provided for 

and encouraged according to 

their various needs and   

interests.  

We would like them to be able to be as independent 

as possible with the following tasks: 

 

Go to the toilet independently and wash  
their hands 

Dress and undress 

Put their coat on  

Fasten buttons 

Put on shoes and pumps 

(Velcro and buckles are easier than laces) 

Use a knife and fork 

Drink from a cup without a lid 

The website below has some very practical advice for 

preparing your child for school, which you may find 

useful. Email or phone on 0808 800 2222 

How can I prepare my child for 
school? 



 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional  Development 

Communication and    

Language Development 

Literacy 

Physical Development 

Mathematical Development 

Understanding the World 

  Expressive Arts and     
Design Development  

There are seven areas covered by 

the Early Learning Goals. 
You can be there in many ways for your child to 

support their learning at home and school. 

                    At home 

Prepare them to be ready, willing and able to     

participate fully in activities, through sleeping, 

healthy eating and arriving on time. 

Support them with their home/school tasks.  

Share books with them, to foster an enjoyment of 

reading. 

Hear them read on a regular basis.  

Visit the local library. 

Play games together. 

Take time to talk. 

Explore the outside together. 

Visit museums and places of interest.  

                   At  school 

   Attend Play, Stay and Chat sessions and family 
workshops, to see first hand how your child learns 

and to explore ways in which you can support 

them at home in achieving their targets. 

   You can come into class and join us during the 

school day to help with activities. We are      

always grateful for any parental support.  

How can I help my child? 



All of these areas of 

Learning and Development 

are of equal importance 

and cannot be delivered 
in isolation from others. 

Our curriculum is       

delivered through carefully 

planned, purposeful play 

with a range of both  

adult-led and         

child-initiated activities.  

In a secure but challenging 

environment the children will 

be given the opportunity to 

forge positive relationships, to 
explore, investigate, question 

and discuss, to succeed, face 

difficulties and learn from 

their mistakes. This helps to 

foster confidence,           

determination and a positive 

attitude to learning.  
  

Developing the children’s 

speech and language is high 

priority at Bells Farm. Our 
Language for Thinking     

sessions and our language 

rich environment, gives the     

children lots of opportunities 

and time to talk. Staff are 

trained to offer an extensive 

range of questions to enable 

your child to communicate 
fully. 

 

Keep in Touch 

If there is anything at any time that concerns you, 
please feel free to talk to a member of staff. For 

practical reasons it is easier to chat at the end of 

the day. We feel that a good partnership between 

home and school is key to a child’s development. 

Wow Moments 

In September you will be given some Wow Moment 

sheets. These are for you to share observations and 
developments from home with school. These Wow 

Moments will be displayed and celebrated in the 

classroom. 

Keep Calm and Talk about my Selfie 

Once a week the children will be expected to talk 

about their Selfie homework. The selfie homework is 
set every Friday and it is available on the Swan’s 

Newsletter, on the website and on the Reception 

door. The selfie homework is always topic related. 

You can email the selfies to me at              

chatter@bellsfrm.bham.sch.uk 

Muddy Monday 

Outdoor learning is a key part of the Early Years 

Curriculum. The children will be outside for our 
Muddy Monday sessions whatever the weather.   

Waterproofs and Wellington Boots are essential even 

if it is dry. 



School Times 
 

8.50 am      The first bell.  

               Staff will meet and greet the children into                

               Foundation.   

 

3.15 pm     End of school day. 

Our School Day 

   In the afternoon, please wait for your child by the 

main Foundation entrance door. Your child will come 

out once a member of staff sees you, or their normal 

collector. Please inform a member of staff if someone 
else will be collecting your child that afternoon, to 

avoid any confusion at the end of the session. If you 

would like to speak to a member of staff, please wait 

until all the children have been dismissed. 

 
   In the morning, please take your child to the Foundation 
entrance door. A member of staff will meet and greet the   
children. In the interests of safety for all children, a member 
of staff will supervise this door until 9.00 am when it will be 
locked. If you arrive after this time, please use the main    
entrance and report to the main school office. When a child 
cries it is often easier if the parent leaves and we can     
comfort them. Tears often stop within a few minutes. We are 
happy for you to ring the school for an update on how they are 
coping, should you be concerned.      

Illness 

If your child is unwell and is unable to attend 

school, we would be grateful if you could ring the 
school before 9.00 am on the first day of absence. 

If no reason for absence is received it will be    

recorded as an unauthorised absence. 

If your child has been sick or had diarrhoea, they 

should stay at home for 48 hours from the last 

bout. We would appreciate your support with this as 

it helps to prevent the bug from being passed onto 
others. 

 

 

Whole School Prospectus 

The information in this booklet is specific to the   

Early Years. However, this Early Years booklet      

complements the full school 2017—2018 prospectus. 
Please read the whole school prospectus for detailed 

guidance on whole school procedures. A copy has 

been included in your pack. 

Medicines 

If your child suffers from asthma you will need 

to bring their inhaler to school, this should be 
clearly  labelled. You will be asked to fill in a 

form giving  details of dosage etc. we will store 

this safely for your child to use as necessary. 



 

Snack 
As part of our ‘Healthy Schools’ Programme we are able to 
provide the children with a drink, water or milk at snack 
time. In addition, we are part of the ‘Free Fruit for 
Schools Scheme’, which provides each infant child, with a 
piece of fruit for snack every day. Sometimes they may 
eat something which they have prepared during the      
session, or something which is linked to the learning 
theme. If your child has any food allergies or special    
dietary requirements, it is essential that you let us know 
as soon as possible. Fresh drinking water is available at 
all times. 

Free School Meals and Packed Lunches 

As part of the ‘Universal Free School Meals Programme’, 
your child is entitled to a free school meal. Please     
contact the office to register. If your child prefers a 
packed lunch from home, please label the lunch box  
clearly so that your child is able to distinguish it from 
other lunchboxes. The boxes are stored in a box in the 
lunch hall. On warmer days it is advisable that you put a 
small ice pack in the lunchbox, to help to keep the food 
fresh. 

Reading Folders 
Your child will need to bring a reading folder to school on 
a daily basis. Initially they will only be bringing home 
correspondence. Once they are ready they will bring home 
reading books. 

Change of Clothes 
In case of accidents all children must have a change of 
clothes, which they keep on their peg, in a separate   
plastic bag, clearly labelled with their name i.e. pants, 
socks, T-shirt, trousers, jumper or sweatshirt. 

What will my child need in school? 

Foundation Stage Uniform 
The Foundation Stage uniform consists of: 
Navy blue sweatshirt, cardigan or jumper with logo 
White polo shirt (with or without logo) 
Grey trousers 
Grey skirts /pinafores (girls) 
Sensible Black Shoes (No open toe sandals, high heels, trainers, 

flashing lights. Please avoid lace up shoes until they are able 
to tie them themselves. Black boots may be worn in the very 
cold weather but the children will need a change of footwear 
once they are in school.) 

Summer Option (Easter – October half term) 
Grey shorts 
Blue and white striped or checked dresses (girls) 
We use our lovely outdoor area daily, as part of our     
integrated activities, so please ensure your child always has 
A pair of named wellies and waterproofs to be kept in 

school. 
A warm coat, hat and gloves in the winter. 
A sunhat and a light weight waterproof  

coat in the summer. 
 PE Bag  

Dark blue or black shorts 

White T-shirt (no logo needed) 

Black pumps (slip on or velcro) 

Your child’s full P.E. kit needs to be kept in school all the 
time; it will be sent home at the end of each half term. 

Please label EVERYTHING your child brings in to school 


