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Charging and Remission Policy
Equal Opportunities
At Bells Farm we will continuously strive to ensure that everyone in our school is
treated with respect and dignity. Each person in our school will be given fair and
equal opportunity to develop their full potential with positive regard to gender,
ethnicity, cultural and religious background, sexuality or disability.
Safeguarding
The welfare and safety of children who attend our school is our paramount concern.
We will promote the health, well-being and safety of the pupils in all we do.
We recognise that our children have the right to protection, regardless of age,
gender, race, culture or disability. We understand our responsibilities set out under
section 175 of the 2002 Education Act and the latest version of the Statutory DfE
Guidance ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ to work together in partnership with
other agencies to help children to grow up in a healthy and safe environment.
Charging
The school has taken into account the guidelines for ‘Charging for School Activities’
as set out in the relevant legislation and Birmingham City Council’s Guidelines on
Charging and Remission Policy for Schools and in the context of our school
community recommended that the principles of the policy should:
1. Make school activities accessible to all children, regardless of family income.
2. Provide a process which allows activities to take place at a minimum cost to
parents, pupils and school.
3. To be sensitive to the wide variations in family income whilst not adding additional
unexpected burdens on our school budget.
Where possible, the planning process in the Spring/Summer term will include
essential curriculum visits for each year group, their approximate timings and
expense to each pupil. Although transport and education in school time cannot be
charged to pupils, the activities deemed necessary would not take place as their
associated costs would cause additional unexpected burdens on the school budget.
It is our intention to inform parents of the likely activities/visits for their child in each
academic year, giving approximate costs per pupil, and to invite each parent to make
a voluntary contribution.
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Parents/Carers will be informed, in writing each term of the visit, outlining costs,
voluntary contributions and time given to pay.
Teachers, when planning visits, will be asked to take into account· The number of visits planned for the school year
· Whether the visit is essential to the taught curriculum
· The cost of all visits for the year group
· The knowledge of the family’s ability to pay or make a contribution
· The length of time given to pay, i.e. over a year, a term etc

Education outside school hours
Parents can only be charged for activities that happen outside school hours when
these activities are not a necessary part of the national curriculum or religious
education. There will be no charge for normal school clubs which take place at
lunchtimes or after 3.15pm.
For school camps, theatre visits after school etc, a cost charge will be requested.

Residential activities
For a school residential visit in term time, it is deemed to take place in school hours.
Charges will be requested for board and lodging and a voluntary contribution to
cover transport will be asked for.
The Headteacher will tell all parents/carers of their right to claim subsidised activities
for all those entitled to relevant benefits.

Remission policy
The school wishes to treat all children fairly, but realises that approximately 50% of
children’s families are in receipt of related benefits.
Thorough planning, adequate time to pay and our knowledge of our families,
especially the more needy ones mean that requests for voluntary contributions visits
should be possible. No pressure will be put on parents to pay and the letter for each
planned visit will explain that the parents are welcome to come and discuss methods
of payment or hardship.
No child who is eligible to take part will be excluded from doing so because the
family cannot afford to pay. Any necessary selection will be done on the basis of
education and consideration only.
The cost for any visits that parents/carers have been asked to contribute to are real
costs only. There will be no subsidy costs charged to any parents/carers.
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Breakages and fines
Parents/carers will be asked to pay a replacement cost for any school equipment
which has been deliberately damaged or destroyed by their children.

This policy will be reviewed every two years.
Person(s) responsible: Bursar - Mrs Scott

Date of policy: September 2018
Date of review: September 2020

