
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
30th March, 2020. 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Well, it is safe to say we have never lived through a time like this and I hope we won’t 
have to again! It’s only been a week since we were all together and it seems so much 
longer. These are strange times indeed... 
 
Just to keep you updated with what we have been doing at our virtual Bells Farm: 
 
Free school meals 
 
We are awaiting codes for all of the families in receipt of free school meals so that we 
can get these to you and you can spend the vouchers in a chosen supermarket. I 
know it is frustrating waiting for this to kick in but we are in touch daily with the 
council for updates and I am hopeful that this should be starting this week. Every 
school is in the same boat. We will notify you as soon as we receive something 
concrete. 
 
In the meantime the brilliant volunteers are working hard at the Farmhouse to 
prepare food for those of who need them. Please contact them on 433 3532 to speak 
to Anne Marie or one of the other volunteers and find out further details.  
 
Critical workers 
 
We have been open to a very limited extent for the children of critical workers who 
have no other option available to them for child care. We would like to remind you 
that this is a last resort, as children should be kept at home wherever possible, and 
where they are safest. Thank you to our very sensible and understanding parents 
and carers who have found much safer alternatives. 
If you need to contact the school, here are the best forms of communication in the 
present situation: 
 
Questions on work set for children: teacher@bellsfrm.bham.sch.uk 
 
Critical workers informing the school of any change in circumstances:   
keyworker@bellsfrm.bham.sch.uk 
 
General enquiries: enquiry@bellsfrm.bham.sch.uk 
 
Computing Resources / Passwords: computing@bellsfrm.bham.sch.uk  
 
 



 
If you need to telephone the school: 
Critical workers: school mobile:  07766 065 868 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Any other enquiries: school number 675 8666. However, the office is not covered for 
most of the day so it is essential that you leave a message. A member of staff will  
pick these up each morning and notify me or deal with the issue themselves. It really 
is preferable to email as we can answer much more quickly. 
 
Please also refer to the list of emergency numbers on our website. 
 
Home learning 
 
This is such a difficult time for all of us and we miss the children and the whole 
school family so much. Their welfare and well- being is, as always, of the utmost 
importance to us and by extension, your welfare and well - being. Please don’t be 
hard on yourselves as you sit down and support them with the work we are setting. If 
it’s just a little each day, that’s great, and we will continue to post ideas on our blogs. 
It is hard being cooped up and keeping to routines so you have to make it work in 
your own families. Don’t try to follow the school day - the children are learning in a 
very different way, away from their classmates.  
 
Reading, writing and maths are the basics, and if your children are running out of 
reading material, www.worldbookday.com and www.literacyshed.com are excellent 
sources of book extracts and reading and writing activities. Maths basics such as 
tables, number bonds and arithmetic will be shared on the blogs in the coming weeks 
and a good exploration of the week by week ideas we have put on the website 
should give you plenty of material.  
 
We are still fully committed to ERIC’s challenge and will be posting regular updates 
on the Reading for Pleasure blog. You might want to set yourself different challenges 
if you are unable to access books to meet the ones set. Just change them on your 
passport and we will look forward to seeing how imaginative you were! Also, 
remember there are lots of free online texts suitable for all readers suggested on our 
home learning page. We would love you to share pictures of you reading at home 
and to hear how you are getting on with your challenges – go to the Reading for 
Pleasure blog to see how you can submit your book photos and recommendations.   
 
Don’t forget to let the children have fun and anything you want to share with us, 
photos or contributions to blogs, please do via computing@bellsfrm.bham.sch.uk or 
use tweet us using our Twitter feed! In ordinary times we would be having the Easter 
Technology competition - a home project. If you can spare the eggs and want to go 
ahead, we would love to see the children’s creations. Likewise with any other 
creative or sporting venture. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 6 
 
It was so hard to say goodbye until we meet again to our wonderful year 6 pupils, 
who have been absolute superstars all year. It was a cruel interruption to the hard 
work, positive attitudes and ever growing relationships in this final year at primary  
school. We don’t know when we will open again as you know, but no matter what, we 
will have that celebration of your final year at Bells Farm, Year 6! When the dust has 
settled, no matter when that is, Year 6 will have their party at school. It will be on a 
weekend and it will last longer and be bigger and better than we have ever 
celebrated before.  
 
So that’s it for now everybody. I will keep you posted on at least a weekly basis and 
more frequently if there are updates on the current situation. So until next time, keep 
safe and take care of yourselves. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Barbara Butterworth 
 


