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Nursery : Autumn One 

This is Me/ Autumn 
Our School Motto 

Enjoying our Learning …… Aiming for Excellence 

School Values 

Perseverance, Equality, Co-operation, Kindness, Tolerance, Respect, Hope, Courage, Patience, Appreciation, 

Responsibility 

Our Early Years’ Vision 

Our Early Year’s Vision is for all children to be happy, confident, independent, inquisitive and resilient learners. 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Playing and exploring (Engagement) 

 

Showing Curiosity  

Representing Experiences  

Taking Risks 

Explorosaurus 

Imagindocus 

Candoceratops 

Active learning 

(Motivation) 

Concentrating 

Showing Persistence 

Sense of Achievement 

Stickosaurus 

Tryceratops 

Proudosaurus 

Creating and thinking critically 

(Thinking) 

Having Own Ideas 

Making links 

Reviewing 

Thinkodactyl 

Buildosaurus 

Solveosaurus 

Personal, Social and Emotional Learning Objectives Physical Development Learning Objectives 

Making relationships 

• To demonstrate friendly behaviour, initiating 

conversations and forming good relationships with peers 

and familiar adults. 

• To show an interest in others play and join in. 

• To seek out others and share experiences. 

Self-confidence and self-awareness 

• To separate from main carer with support and 

encouragement from a familiar adult. 

• To express their own ideas and interests. 

• To be able to ask familiar adults for help and assistance. 

• To select and use activities and resources with help. 

Managing feelings and behaviour 

• To seek comfort from familiar adults when needed. 

• To begin to express their own feelings such as happy, sad, 

scared, worried, cross. 

• To begin to be aware that some actions can hurt or harm 

others.  

• To begin to respond to the feelings and wishes of others. 

Moving and Handling 

• To run safely on whole foot. 

• To squat with steadiness to rest or play with an object on 

the ground, rising to feet without using hands. 

• To climb confidently pulling themselves up on equipment. 

• To turn pages of a book carefully. 

• To develop control when holding and using jugs to pour, 

mark making tools, scissors and other manipulative 

resources. 

Health and self-care 

• To hold a cup or carton and drink without a spillage. 
• To begin to be independent in dressing and self-care 

including going to the toilet and washing and drying their 

hands, with a little adult support when needed. 
• To tell adults when they are hungry, tired or when they 

want to rest or play. 
• To understand that equipment and tools have to be used 

safely. 
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Language and Communication Learning Objectives Understanding the World Learning Objectives 

Listening and Attention 

 To listen with interest to the stories that are read. 

 To show an interest in play with sounds, songs and 

rhymes. 

 To listen to others one to one or in small groups, when the 

conversation interests them. 

 To focus their attention and follow directions. 

Understanding 

• To identify action words by pointing to the correct 

picture. 

• To understand ‘who’, ‘what’, ‘where’ in simple questions 

(e.g. who’s that? What’s that? Where is…?) 

• To begin to develop an understanding of simple concepts 

such as big or little. 

• To understand the use of different objects such as scissors 

to cut with. 

• To respond to simple instructions. 

• To begin to develop an understanding of prepositions. 

Speaking 

• To use language to share feelings, experiences, thoughts 

and widen their contacts by holding a conversation. 

• To ask a variety of questions and begin to use word 

endings. 

• To build vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their 

experiences. 

• To use talk in pretending that objects stand for something 

else in play such as a cardboard box as a castle or a 

banana as a phone. 

• To begin to use more complex sentences to link thoughts 

by using ‘because’ and ‘and.' 

• To retell a simple past event in the correct order. 

People and communities 

• To have a sense of own immediate family and relations. 

• To use pretend play to imitate everyday actions and 

events from their own family and cultural background. 

• To develop an understanding that they have similarities 

and differences that connect them to, and distinguishes 

them from others. 

• To recognise and begin to describe special times or events 

for family and friends. 

The world 

• To enjoy playing with small world models such as a farm, 

garage, train track, doll house etc. 

• To notice detailed features of objects in their environment. 

• To show care and concern for living things in the 

environment. 

• To observe and talk about some of the things they notice 

such as plants at different times of the year, animals, the 

weather, natural and found objects. 

Technology 

• To operate mechanical toys by turning knobs on a windup 

toy and pulling back on a friction car. 

• To show an interest in acquiring basic skills to turn on and 

operate some ICT equipment. 

• To operate the CD player, iPads and remote control. 

 

 

Expressive Arts and Design Learning Objectives 
Number Learning Objectives 

(Also refer to the Autumn Number MTP breakdown of key skills and expectations) 

Exploring and using media and materials 

• To enjoy joining in with singing, dancing and ring games. 

• To begin to move rhythmically. 

• To show an interest in the way musical instruments 

sound. 

• To tap out simple repeated rhythms. 

• To experiment with colours with a focus on red, yellow, 

brown and orange, textures and marks. 

• To explore colour and how it can be changed. 

• To use a variety of construction materials and begin to 

think about how to join them together. 

Being imaginative 

• To use representations to communicate by drawing and 

saying ‘That’s me.’ 

• To create movement in response to music. 

• To select a small number of objects from a group when 

asked, for example ‘please give me one…, please give me 

two…’ 

• To recite some number names in sequence and then in 

order to ten. 

• To understand that numbers identify how many objects 

are in a set. 

• To begin to understand that not only objects can be 

counted but anything can including jumps, claps and 

steps. 

• To begin to match numerals and quantity correctly. 

• To begin to use number names and language 

spontaneously and correctly in play. 

• To make comparisons between quantities and begin to use 

the language such as ‘more’ and ‘a lot’. 
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• To engage in imaginative role play based on own first 

hand experiences. 

• To use available resources to create props to support role 

play and build stories around these props and toys. 

 

• To know that a group of things changes in quantity when 

something is added or taken away. 

• To show an interest in representing numbers and creating 

and experimenting with symbols and marks. 

• To begin to show an interest in numbers in the 

environment. 

Writing Learning Objectives 
(Also refer to the Autumn Writing MTP breakdown of key skills and expectations) 

Shape, Space and Measures Learning Objectives 
(Also refer to the Autumn SSM MTP breakdown of key skills and expectations) 

• To distinguish between the different marks they make. 

• To begin to give meaning to marks as they draw and 

paint. 

• To begin to ascribe meanings to marks they see in 

different places. 

• To notice simple shapes and patterns in pictures and 

around their environment. 

• To show an interest in shape and space by playing with 

shapes or making arrangements with shapes. 

• To show an interest in shape by sustained construction 

activity or by talking about shapes or arrangements. 

• To use shapes appropriately for a task. 

• To begin to talk about the shapes of everyday objects. 

• To begin to categorise objects according to their 

properties, such as shape, size or colour. 

• To use the language of size. 

• To use positional language. 

• To understand some talk about immediate past and 

future, such as ‘before’, ‘later’ or ‘soon’. 

Reading Learning Objectives Possible books to support the theme 

• To develop some favourite stories, rhymes, songs, poems or 

jingles. 

• To repeat words or phrases from familiar stories. 

• To fill in the missing word or phrase in a known rhyme, 

story or game. 

• To listen to and join in with stories and poems, one to one 

and in small groups. 

• To listen to stories with increasing attention and recall. 

• To look at books independently. 

• To handle a book carefully and hold it the right way up to 

turn the pages. 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible songs and rhymes to support the theme 

Oats and Beans and Barley grow.     The house that Jack built. 

5 Wise owls                                 Habitat 

I’m a Little Hedgehog                     Pete the Cat. 

A Red hat, A Blue Hat                   Dingle Dangle Scarecrow 

How much is that Doggy in the Window 

If you’re happy and you know it      The Owl & the Pussy Cat 

Miss Polly had a Dolly 

The Animal Boogie 

. Owl Babies 

. Hoot 

. Ola the Owl  

. I’m Not Cute  

. Goodnight Owl 

. My 5 Senses 

. Just the Way 

You Are 

. Be Brave little 

One 

 

 

. Percy the Park Keeper 

. The Helpful Hedgehog 

. Fantastic Mr Fox  

. There’s a Hole  

. Are you sleeping? 

. We’re going on a Leaf 

Hunt 

. Three Little Pigs 

 

 

. Titch 

. Elmer 

. Brown Bear  

. My Pet & Me  

. Goodnight Owl 

. The Growing 

Story 

. My Funny 

Family 
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Possible whole school shared experiences, including festivals and celebrations 

Harvest Festival, Birthdays, Diwali, Bonfire Night, Christmas 

 

Possible topics that could be explored within the umbrella theme 

• Owls, hedgehogs and other wild life.      . Pets.    . Habitats.       . Where do I live?      . Babies.      . Watch me grow 

• Feelings and Emotions          . Likes and dislikes            . The 5 senses    . Seasons      . What shall I wear? 

• Colours  

 

Possible Home/School Learning and Community Links / Visits 

Stay, Play & Chats 

Christmas Workshop – parents / grandparents 

Learning Journey Parent Meeting  


