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Benin Kingdom was first established 
and was ruled by the Ogiso. The king-
dom was called Igodomigodo.  

A huge moat was constructed 
around the kingdom.  

The Oba royal family take over from 
the Osigo and begin to rule the 
kingdom. The name of the city then 
became Edo.  

A series of civil wars within Benin 
lead to the kingdom declining in 
power.  

Benin was destroyed by British 
troops and became under Brit-
ain’s control.  

Timeline of Events  

KINGDOM OF 

BENIN 
Around the year 900 groups of Edo people started to cut down 

trees and make clearings in the forest. At first they lived in 
small family groups, but these groups gradually developed 

into a kingdom. The kingdom was called Igodomigodo.  

Vocabulary 

1 Oba A king or chief.  

2 Ogisos The first kings of Benin. Ogisos means 
‘Rulers of the Sky’.  

3 Trade The exchanging of goods.  

4 Guild A group of people who all complete 
the same job (usually a craft).  

5 Animism  A religion widely followed in Benin.  

6 Benin city The modern city located in Nigeria. 
Previously, it has been called Edo and 
Igodomigodo.  

7 Cowrie shells A sea shell which Europeans used as a 
form of money to trade with African 
leaders.  

8 Civil war A war between people who live in the 
same country.  

9 Moat A long trench dug around an area for 
protection to keep invaders out.  

10 Colonisation  When invaders take over control of a 
country by force, and live among the 
people.  

Common misconception 

The Kingdom of Benin is not the same as 
the modern day country called Benin. 

Benin Moat 

The Benin Moat was built 
around the boundaries of the 
kingdom as a defensive barrier 
to protect the people of the 
kingdom during times of war.  

Benin Bronzes  

The Benin Bronzes are a large 
group of metal plaques and 
sculptures (often made of brass). 
These works of art decorate the 
royal palace of the Kingdom of 
Benin.  


