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Welcome from
the Headteacher

efforts in ensuring that your children
come to school in uniform every day.
I have spoken to some of the older
elcome to the "irst
children in particular about coming to
newsletter of the new
school in their black shoes and then
school year. It has, as
changing at break and lunch time into
usual, been a very busy and exciting
trainers if they so wish. It is
start to the new year. Further to my
important that children do not come
letter at the start of the term, here are into school in their trainers as,
a few more updates.
understandably, other parents will
wonder whether we have changed
Uniform
the rules. Thank you for supporting
Thank you all for your usual brilliant
Con nues on page 2

W

Year 3
Ancient Egypt
Projects
See Page 7

Macmillan Coffee Morning
Macmillan Coffee Morning on Monday 28th
September will be held in the school dining hall
from 9 am to 10am.
Please use door from playground into school
when you are arriving and leaving.
As usual we ask for a donation of £1.00 for a
drink and a cake.
Children will be able to buy a cake at playtime
for 20p, which the school cook will make.
If anyone would like to donate any bought or
homemade cakes for this event please hand
into of"ice to Mrs Jones.
and is starting this week. Your child
may be identi"ied for a short period
of extra support in a small group
with their teacher or teaching
assistant. A letter will be coming
out to you if this is the case. Please
don’t be concerned – it will often be
the case that your child was at the
lower end of expected standard by
the end of the year because they
needed more practice in basic skills
such as number bonds or
The Curriculum
Last year saw many changes in the punctuation work. This extra
curriculum for your children, as the tuition in school time will enable
them to catch up on these skills.
government have changed the
If you want to have a look at our
National Curriculum from
curriculum, including maps for
September 2014. One of the main
your child’s class, please check the
aspects was the change to
assessment (no more levels now!) website via this link:
bellsfarm.org/curriculum
There have been higher
expectations in both English and
Attendance and punctuality
Maths in each year group, which for
the children currently in years 4, 5 We ended the year 2014-15 with an
and 6 is a particular challenge – as overall attendance of 96% - on
target and in line with national
they have worked under the old
expectations. It was wonderful to
national curriculum expectations
see so many children receiving
for a few years now. In school we
have tightened up our provision of gold, bronze and silver awards – a
credit to your efforts to make sure
extra learning experiences to
your children were on time and in
enable some children to catch up.
school every day.
This is called ‘Basic Skills Tuition’

Con nued from page 1

us in this. As last year, children can
come to school in black boots as the
weather gets colder (I wore mine
for the "irst time this week!). For
their own comfort, they can change
into black shoes once they are in
the classroom. Please send these in
if your child is not comfortable in
their boots all day.
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Another measure which must be
recorded is ‘persistent absence’.
Previously this has been when a
child’s attendance has dropped to
85% or below. Some of our
children fell into this category by
the end of the year – 2.07% was the
overall school "igure for persistent
absence – this has improved since
last year, but we would like to
decrease to zero.
This year, the government have set
the threshold for persistent absence
at 90%. It is notable that most of the
children who had persistent
absence last year had been taken
out of school during term time for
holidays. As you know, this is no
longer able to be authorised unless
under exceptional circumstances.
We know how expensive holidays
are during the school holidays, but
this is not an acceptable excuse to
take your child out of school. Miss
Hackett will be monitoring poor
attendance as closely as ever on the
school’s behalf this year, and legal
action will be taken if necessary to
ensure that the children with poor
attendance receive their
entitlement to a full education.

Collecting Flora tubs!
Bells Farm are taking part in a
Tubs4Tablets campaign to raise
enough Flora margarine tubs for a
Samsung tablet.
We need to collect 50 tokens from
special tubs of Flora so our school
can receive a free tablet. Posters are
displayed around the school and
there is a collection box in the front
entrance of the school – so get collecting!!

Special Educational Needs Website
Please check out our SEN
page on the school website.
This page contains lots of
useful information around
how we support children
with special educational
needs within the school. It

also provides details of external agencies and where
you can "ind information
from the local authority. We
will continue to update this
page with additional information throughout the year.
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Guitar lessons
Year 4 Robins have begun their
guitar lessons with Mr Gill.
These are taking place every
Tuesday afternoon and the
children are already looking
like talented musicians! Mr
Koeri, one of our new teaching
assistants is also a guitar
player and he will be
supporting the children as they
learn this new skill. Look out
for the guitar concerts later in
the year when the children will
be showcasing their talents.
We have already booked a slot
for them in the Christmas carol
service on the last day of term.

Year 6 School
Councillors
Year 6 Eagles would like to introduce our new School Councillors... For this coming term Morgan Baker and Yahye Mohamed
will represent year 6. Both pupils were voted for by the class,
based on their excellent reasons
for wanting to become a school
councillor, along with their commitment to the job.
They will attend regular meetings to discuss ways they can
improve things within the
school for both children and
staff, and will work together
with other representatives from
other classes.
Faith Grif"iths-Potter and Paige
Lewis will be reserve councillors if either Morgan or Yahye
are unable to attend a meeting.
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Year 5 learn about values
Year 5 Kestrels
have been examining how the
values of the
Rugby World Cup
(Teamwork, Respect, Discipline,
Enjoyment and
Sportsmanship)
also play an integral part in
life within school. We look
forward to putting these values into practice over the
coming year. You can see
here how the children have
started to represent these
disciplines on our classroom
display.
Harvest Assembly
The class assembly is on

Wednesday 18th October,
2015 and it will be brilliant
to see parents and carers
there, in support of your children. The theme is Harvest,
and as usual, we would appreciate donations of any
fruit and vegetable items as
well as tins or packets of
food. These will then be distributed to the local food
bank.

Bells Farm achieve
Bronze Quality Mark
In addition to our Youth Sport
Trust Silver Quality Mark, we are
delighted to say that we have also
been awarded the Sainsbury’s
School Games Bronze Quality
Mark.
This award is in recognition of the
broad range of sports offered at
Bells Farm and the quality of the
PE curriculum. Not only have we
competed against other schools in
14 different sports, we have enjoyed a good degree of success in

basketball, hockey, football and
cricket. The Bronze Quality Mark
also recognises the role pupils
play in sport, such as observing
the Sainsbury’s School Games Values.
•
Determination
•
Passion
•
Respect
•
Teamwork
•
Self-belief
•
Honesty

These values underpin all of the
PE and sport we embark on in
Bells Farm and were supported
admirably by Reece and Caitlin
our Bronze School Games Ambassadors. Reece and Caitlin helped to
organise school sport throughout
the last academic year and we
wish them well in their new secondary school. We look forward to
our new Sports Ambassadors following in their footsteps in the
coming year.

Y5/6 boys unlucky in football
We took part in the Kings Norton
District Year 5 and 6 Boys 7-aside football tournament on Monday 21st September 2015 at St
Laurence Junior School. We
played 3 games in total. After a
superb opening goal from Jacy we
lost our "irst game against North"ield Manor 2–1. The next game
against St Mary’s we won 4 – 1. In
our last game against St Laurence
we won 1–0.
To progress to the next stage of
the competition we needed to
"inish in the top 2 teams. In the
end 3 teams, including us, "inished on 7 points. As a result we
then needed to compare goal dif-

ference, which again left
the top three teams equal.
Finally we compared
goals scored for each
team and again Bells
Farm and North"ield
Manor were completely
level in 2nd place.
The only way to separate Bells
Farm from North"ield Manor was
to look at the result of the game
played between us and North"ield
Manor. Therefore North"ield Manor quali"ied to go through into the
next round. We played extremely
well as a team winning 2 out of
our 3 games. We so narrowly
missed progressing to the "inals,

however our performance was
very impressive and we are looking forward to competing in future competitions. Kai was given
a special mention by the tournament organiser for showing exceptional sportsmanship and
spirit throughout the competition.
Mr Gill is proud of our achievements and feels this is a very
promising start to the season.
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Nursery Chicks Class News
Welcome Chicks!
A very warm welcome to the new
children who have joined us this
year, both in Nursery Chicks and
Reception Swans, and also in smaller
numbers throughout the school. You
are all very welcome, have settled in
brilliantly, and we hope you will
enjoy your new school life at Bells
Farm!

Reception Swans Class News
Building a
bottle barn
In Reception Mrs Hill
would like to build a bottle
barn (with the help of Mr
Evans, the Assistant Site
Manager) to house the
children’s mud kitchen. It is
estimated that 540 pop
bottles are needed to build
this bottle barn so Mrs Hill
needs your help. The
bottles must be two litre
bottles but they can be any
colour. Please bring all your
bottles to the Reception
class main entrance. Mrs
Hill is on the door every
morning and after school.
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Year 3 Bluebirds Class News
Ancient Egypt
project
Over the summer Bluebirds were
asked to produce a piece of topic
homework all about Ancient
Egypt. These are some of the
brilliant pieces of homework we
have had in so far. If you have not
brought yours in yet please bring
it in soon and we look forward to
seeing it!’

The Parent Volunteers have had
their "irst meeting of the term and
are eager to continue their efforts
to support the school with fundraising and in school support. If
you are interested in getting involved, please come and talk to
Helen Jones via the school of"ice.
This year, we will also be setting
up a Parents Forum group to enable parents and carers to contribute further ideas for improvement.
The core of this group will be the
Parent Volunteers to begin with,
who have expressed interest in
making this further positive contri-

bution to school. If you are interested in supporting them, again,
please let Helen know.
Parent Volunteers are organising a
Uniform Sale for after October half
term.
Reception and
Nursery will
have their
sale separately
from the rest
of school.
Please watch
out for the
dates!

Eco collection
The Eco collection which was
booked for 2nd October has now
been cancelled. We
have registered with a new company and are waiting for some
available dates.
Halloween Disco
Unfortunately Hallowe’en falls during half term so this will affect our
Halloween disco!
To compensate for this disappointment we are looking to hold a disco
close to Christmas instead.
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Year 1 Puf"ins Class News
Our value
word—
Responsibility
Year 1 Puf"ins class have
been discussing the
value word for the
month— Responsibility.
I think you will agree
that Puf"in Class are very
responsible and Mrs
Jones is looking forward
to always having a tidy
classroom.

Y1 school
councillors
elected
We held a vote for our
new school councillors.
We started by
discussing the role of
the school council and
what they will need to
do as part of their new
role. The children then
shared a few words
with the class about
why they should be
chosen.
We then voted for the
person we wanted to
choose. We elected one
boy and one girl. We
made sure the vote was
fair and children only
voted once.
Our new school
councillors from Year 1
are Kezi and Niah. Well
done both, I am sure
you will be excellent
school councillors.
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Year 2 Toucans Class News
Birmingham
Museum trip
Year 2 Toucans have made a
wonderful start to the year. They
have quickly settled down and are
working really hard. We will
achieve some fantastic learning
this year!
On Monday 14th September Key
Stage One visited Birmingham
Museum and Art Gallery. We had a
very busy but wonderful day.
Toucans started the day by having
a Pattern and Print workshop.
Anna, the teacher at the Museum,
took us to a special room in the
gallery where we looked for
different patterns. There were lots
of interesting items with patterns
on such as plates and teapots but
there were also patterns all
around us on the building itself.
We found the patterns and drew
them, taking care to add lots of
detail. Next, we went into the Art
room where we turned one of our
patterns into a printing tile. We
drew our design onto a
polystyrene tile. It was quite
dif"icult because we had to do it

deep enough so it would print, but
not too deep or it would break.
After that, we put printing ink on
our tile and used an old-fashioned
printing press to print our designs.
They looked fantastic! As printing
ink takes a long time to dry we left
our work at the Museum. Anna will
post them to us in about a week
and we will display them proudly
in our classroom.
In the afternoon we explored the

art galleries for ourselves. We
went and looked at some paintings
from over 300 years ago! We
thought the people wore quite
funny clothes and had unusual
hairstyles. We practised our own
drawing skills by trying to recreate one of the portraits we liked
the best. We tried hard to add
enough detail. Then we went to
look at the Little Hoot display.
These were owls that were
designed by schools to go with the
Big Hoot owl project. We thought
they were absolutely fantastic!
Before we left we went to look at
the Staffordshire Hoard. We
couldn’t believe all this wonderful
treasure was just lying under the
ground for such a long time. It was
amazing!
At the end of the day we set off
back to school. Maddison said ‘It
was a wonderful day’ and Llukan
enjoyed it so much he said ‘I want
to go there again’. Toucans
behaved impeccably, which is very
hard to do in such a quiet place.
Well done Toucans – your teachers
are very proud.
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Bells Farm
IT update
On this page we will keep you up-to-date with any
ICT news from our school, and highlight any general ICT and e-Safety issues
that may aﬀect you or your child.

Get programming
using Purple Mash
with your child
All children have their own logins
for Purple Mash, if you’re unsure,
please come and see us.
At Bells Farm, we try to ensure that
children have access to the best
resources for them to learn. And
that is also the case for our
Computing subject, we offer many
different resources within school to
learn the many different aspects of
Computing including programming,
multimedia, digital literacy and
e-Safety.
Your child is able to use a popular
website called Purple Mash which
offers an array of creative tools including programming
and game making.
Purple Mash is an award-winning website for nursery and
primary school children. It enables children to explore
and enhance their knowledge in a fun and creative way.
We encourage all our children to use resources like
Purple Mash at home so they can practice and feel much
con"ident when they’re in school.
If you need any help with how to use any website
resource, please arrange an appointment with
Mr Baddhan.
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Tips to help keep children

Digital Council
safe on the internet
Election
Our Digital Council has
wide representation of
the school community
to ensure everyone has
a voice on the
status of e-Safety
aspects at Bells Farm.
We will be electing a
new council in the next
few weeks, keep an eye
on our website to see
who’s been voted.
The members will include representation
from children, staff and
governors. If any parent is wishing to join
the council, please
speak to Mr Baddhan.

Talking to your child is one of the best ways to keep
them safe. You can also use parental controls on
social networks, online games and browsers and on
both hardware and software that can "ilter or
monitor what your child can see.
Preventing your children from using the internet or
mobile phones won't keep them safe in the long run,
so it's important to have conversations that help
your child understand how to stay safe and what to
do if they ever feel scared or uncomfortable.
Source credit: NSPCC

New clubs great
turn out!
All the new clubs are
up and running with
the usual great turn
out. There are still
some places in:
• dance
• football
• basketball

• hockey
• gymnastics
• homework
Please ask at the of"ice
for a club letter to "ill
out if your child is
interested in one of
these clubs.
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The assembly video
and special ‘Happy’
video will be available
to purchase for £2.50
from September.
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After School Clubs

Term Planner
Please note – these are known dates so far this term. Letters will
be sent out for any additional dates for individual classes. Please
also note that swimming will not take place this term, but will take
place in early summer term for years 3 and 5.

Date

Events

Thursday 24th
September

Quality Mark renewal: assessors in
school 8.30 – 1pm

Date TBC - October

e-Safety Parent Workshop:
Parental Controls

Wednesday 1st October Transition meeting:
Parents of Y6 children

3.15pm- 4.15pm
Monday

Football: Year 5-6
Dance: Year 2-4
Forest School: Year 3-6

Tuesday

IT & Computing: Year 3-6
Homework Club: Year 4-6
Art Club: Year 1-2
Basketball: Year 5-6

Wednesday Gymnastics: Year 4-6
Thursday

Film Club: Year 5-6
Multisports: Year 1-3
Hockey Year: 4-6

Friday

Football: Year 3-4

Wednesday 7th October School photographer

Wednesday 14th
October

Year 5 class assembly - Harvest

Thursday 22nd October Parents’ Evening
Friday 23rd October

Staff training day: School
closed to children

26th – 30th October

Half Term

Monday 2nd November School re-opens
The3rd
assembly
video Reception Open day
Tuesday
November
and special ‘Happy’
Fridayvideo
13thwill
November
be available Children in Need: Pudsey Day
to purchase
Wednesday
18th for £2.50 Reception eye test
November
from September.
Wednesday 25th
November

Year 6 class assembly

Thursday 10th
December

Christmas workshop

Thursday 17th
December

Reception Christmas performance
for parents

Friday 18th December

Carol concert

21st December 1st January 2016

Christmas Holidays—School
re-opens Monday 4th January 2016

Value Words
This Term
Responsibility
Tolerance
Freedom
Though,ulness
Scan the QR code to visit
our website
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