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Persevering Children
Perseverance is at the heart of Maths Week

Enjoying our learning…
...aiming for excellence.
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Welcome from the Headteacher

W

elcome to the January
issue of the Bells Farm
newsletter. We have had
a great start to the term, and even
the occasional sunny day! This may
not be the case for the rest of the
term, with our unpredictable
weather, so please ensure that
children wear suitable clothing and
footwear for the conditions.
It has been lovely to see the

children rushing in every morning,
and we have had a great
improvement in punctuality where
this was beginning to slip with some
children before Christmas. Thanks
for continuing to ensure that your
children are in school on time every
day – it makes such a difference to
their learning. Also, a big thank you
to those of you who ensured that
Con nues on page 2

Safer Internet
Week Planned
Activities
See Page 8

Year 6 Orienteering
Year 6 have started the New
Year off full of enthusiasm
and today was no exception.
Mr Gill introduced the children to 'Orienteering' during their PE lesson. The children got into teams of 3 and
practiced their map reading
skills in order to =ind various
codes around the play-

Con nued from page 1

children had at least a little
practice with their reading,
number bonds and spelling
over the holiday, to help
them continue their good
progress.
Please look out for the letter
informing you of Parents’
evening which is coming up
on 11th February. Stay Play
and chat sessions will also be
on this week for children in
Nursery and Reception. As
always, any letter which is
sent out is also published on
the website.
Other dates for your diaries
can be found at the back
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ground. Mr Gill said he was
very impressed at just how
quickly the children managed to pick it up.
It was very competitive between teams but the =inal
winners were: Morgan, Sophie and Chloe. Well done
girls! (and they say girls
can't read maps!)

page of the newsletter. We
will continue to provide you
with updates as we get them.
In the meantime, here’s to a
snow-free February!
Mrs Bosworth farewell
We are sad to be bidding
farewell to Mrs Bosworth,
who will be leaving us after
half term to gain experience
in a larger school. Mrs
Bosworth has worked for
eight years at Bells Farm,
and she will be missed by
children, staff and parents
alike. I know that you will
join me in wishing her every
success in her new job.

Christmas
Jumper Day

Thank you to everyone who took part
in Christmas Jumper Day for Text
Santa. We managed to raise £159.30.
Well Done!!

Christmas disco raises
£355 for school fund
Thank you to all parent volunteers and staff for
their help and support. The Christmas disco
went really well and we raised £355 for school
funds.
We would like to say a very big thank you to
these companies for the donations:
• Becketts Farm for their voucher
• PSL Bowling for their family ticket
• Tumble Jungle for their family ticket
• Born Beautiful for their Hair voucher
• Costa Coffee for their voucher and thermal cup
• Broad Lane Fish and Chip shop for their voucher
• The Navigation Inn for their voucher

Eco collection
Our next Eco collection is February 2nd. Please
bring in any unwanted jumble that you have to help
us raise money for school funds!
Please see Mrs H Jones for information on what can
be accepted if unsure. Please support us as we have
to have a minimum of 40 bags!

Watch videos for
KS1 and KS2 tests
on our website
On our website are some very useful videos
for parents of our children in Year 2 and Year
6 to give them an overview of the National
Curriculum tests. They have been produced
by Michael Tidd, a Deputy Headteacher at a
Nottingham primary school.
Logon to our website to view them.

ThinkTank planetarium
to visit our school
On the 11th
February the
‘ThinkTank’ are
paying Bells
Farm a visit. The
Swans will be learning about space next week
and a visit to the planetarium is going to greatly
enhance their learning experiences. The
‘ThinkTank’ planetarium will also be an experience open to year 3 children and all of KS1 and 2
children will be learning all about forces through
a ‘ThinkTank’ workshop experience. Before the
Swans zoom off into space the children will be
actively involved in maths week.
Lots of maths activities and problem solving
challenges are being set for the Swans and not to
be left out, mums and dads, you have some exciting maths homework too!
Look out for the separate letter! Don’t forget to
sign up for play, stay and chats week beginning
11th February.
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Year 2 enjoy their new Y6’s Megan writes
topic about the Arctic about the space walk

Year 2 write speech bubbles about adventure stories
Our new topic is now in full
swing. The children have
already enjoyed learning
about the people and animals that live in the Arctic
and are looking forward to
learning more about the
Antarctic. In English we
have completed a unit of
work about Adventure stories. We have read lots of
different stories by Hans
de Beer about a little polar
bear called Lars. We enjoyed them so much that
we decided to write our
own! Keep checking to blog
to see some examples of
our books.
In our Science lessons we
have started thinking
about materials. We sorted
a collection of clothing into
two piles – suitable for a
polar explorer and unsuitable for a polar explorer. We
had some excellent ideas.
We found the warmest
clothing was thick, had
layers and was made of
=leecy or furry material. We
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looked at some photos of
real life explorers and were
surprised at how many
layers they needed to keep
them warm. We have also
carried out an experiment
to make a new umbrella for
Lars (the character we
have been learning about
in English). We had to decide which material was
the best for an umbrella.
We predicted, made some
rules to ensure it was a fair
test, experimented and
then shared our results.
We decided plastic was the
best and tissue paper was
the worst.
In Art we have continued
to develop our drawing
skills. We are focusing on
shape, line and texture. We
have also used different
media today; chalk, charcoal and pastels.
We are excited about our
Maths week and look forward to sharing our learning with you in the next
newsletter.

On Friday some of the children in Year 6
gave up part of their lunchtime to watch a
very special event taking place.
Megan wrote a short report to tell you all
about it:
Today two astronauts: Tim Peake from England and Tim Kopra from America took part
in a very important but dangerous mission.
They had to carry out a repair on the International Space Station. It was going to take
6 hours to perform and was fabulously exciting to watch!
Tim Kopra has been on three space walks
previously but for Tim Peake, this was his
'irst. I think they will both be nervous but
very excited also.

Daniel
Champ!
Daniel was
awarded a
champion
t-shirt for his
high scores
during the
Skoolbo
World Cup.

Year 3,4,5 and 6
Sportshall Athletics
Tournament
On Wednesday 20th January 2016 we took
part in the Baverstock School Sports Partnership Year3,4, 5 and 6 Sportshall Athletics
Tournament at Billesley Tennis Centre, Kings
Heath. 40 children took part in a variety of
events throughout the day. It included, sprint
relays, obstacle relays, hurdles, high jump,
long jump, triple jump, javelin, chest
push and speed bounces. We did very
well coming 1st in many =ield events.
Gibril, Jacy, Sophie and Faith were
awarded a pin badge for displaying the
School Games Value of Determinaton
during the tournament. We =inished in
5th place overall. We had an excellent
day of sport and really enjoyed the
experience.

Year 4 learn about
Y6 residential payments
the Stone Age
We would like to
Year 4 are enjoying their Stone Age topic this
term. We have already learnt about how different their lives were from ours and we
have been fascinated with their daily life. To
help us with this topic, we have been watching lots of Horrible Histories clips and reading a selection of books to =ind out about this
time. We are also reading Stig of the Dump
by Clive King in class so that we can make
some links with our topic. I’m sure that the
children will be able to tell you lots of different facts if you ask them.

remind year 6 parents
that we are accepting
weekly payments for
their Residential in
May. All children will
have a payment card
and this should be
handed to the front
of=ice with the weekly
payment.
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Bells Farm
IT update
On this page we will keep you up-to-date with any
ICT news from our school, and highlight any general ICT and e-Safety issues
that may aﬀect you or your child.

Scratch: Year 4
create car
racing games
Year 4 Robins program
their car racing games
using Scratch.
Year 4 Robins have started
to work to create a car
game in Scratch. Mr
Baddhan has asked the
children to use their
understanding from
previous lessons to create a
background and race track
then start programming

their car to
move from the start line to
the =inish line.
The children will need to
use an “If” command so if
the car touches the grass
area then the game will
restart. If the player reaches
the =inish line then the
game is complete.

Year 2 use Bee-Bots to learn about de-bugging
During Computing with Year 2, Mrs
Green helped the children to practise
using the Bee-Bots. They learned how to
program them using an algorithm and
de-bug when they make a mistake. They
had a great time experimenting with
them and are now ready to try a version
on the computer.
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We’re celebrating
Safer Internet
Day Week!
At Bells Farm we take e-Safety education very seriously and so we are celebrating Safer Internet Week
which coincides with the national Safer Internet Day.
So, week commencing Monday 8th February, we are
lining up various activities to do with online safety.
The Digital Council members are also planning some
competitions to take place during break and lunch
times.
More details will be available nearer to the date.

Digital Council say
“no” to Movie Star
Planet!
At a recent Digital Council
meeting, the council all
agreed that the Movie
Star Planet website
should not be used by
children at home or on
any device.
There are some very concerning risks when using
this website and parents
should be aware of these.
The website is also available as an app on the
iPads and other tablets.
What is Movie Star
Planet?
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Movie Star Planet is a
social online universe
where each player is a
movie star. Movie Star
Planet aims to provide
children aged between 8
and 15 years.
Can it be accessed in
school?
No. This website is
blocked from all iPads
and school computers.
Can it be accessed in
school?

No. This website is
blocked from all iPads
and school computers.
How does Movie Star
Planet work?
The movie star characters earn Fame and
StarCoins (the currency
of Movie Star Planet)

when other users watch
their movies.
What do parents need
to watch out for?
• Chatting to strangers
• Giving abuse to, or receiving abuse from, other
children
• Purchasing costumes
and other extras

Nursery children enjoy their ‘Bear Hunt’
The children have all settled
back into nursery very quickly.
This term our topic is "If You
Down To The Woods", we have
started this topic by focusing on
the story "We're Going on A Bear
Hunt" the children have really
enjoyed this story and have
loved having the opportunity to
re-play the story with our supporting independent table top
activities.
We have even created our own
Forest and Cave within the classroom, we managed to =ind our
very own bear!!!

Year 5 learn about
Ancient Greece from
Professor McGinty
Welcome to another exciting term
in Year 5. The children ended last
term on a real high and we can’t
wait to see the progress they all
make this Spring Term!
The theme of Myths, Monuments
and Monsters focus predominantly
on Ancient Greece. The children
have mapped out their areas of
interest and questions to learn

about and are
already producing excellent work researching
Greek Gods /
Goddesses and writing based on
the story of Perseus.
Professor McGinty visited our
school on Wednesday 20th January,

for his Ancient Greek workshop!!
As part of the school’s programme
of establishing the Peacemakers’
approach to restorative solutions,

Year 1 celebrate their wow moments!
In Year 1 we now have a new wow
moments board to celebrate the
children’s success both in and out
of school. Children and parents are
invited to write about any special
moments the children have
achieved to allow us to celebrate.

We want to hear about the children’s achievements no matter
how big or small. We are growing
up very fast in Year 1 and our wow
moments re=lect this. We have
been busy cooking and cleaning,
along with taking responsibility to

complete our homework. We have
lots of wow moments on display
that we will continue to update
regularly.
We look forward to seeing who
can wow us next and what they
have achieved.
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After School Clubs

Term Planner
Please note – these are known dates so far this term. Letters will
be sent out for any additional dates for individual classes. Please
also note that swimming will not take place this term, but will take
place in early summer term for Years 3 and 5.

Date

Events

Monday 8th- Friday 12th Safer Internet Week
February
Wednesday 10th February 2016

Monday

Football Year 5-6
Dance Year 2-4
Crochet (Textiles) Year 4-5
Art Year 3-6

Tuesday

IT / Computing Year 3-6
Homework Club Year 3-6
Film Club Year 1-2
Cricket Year 4-6

Wednesday Gymnastics – Year 4-6
Guitar Club – Year 4

Thursday

Reading Club Year 6
Multisports Year 1-3
Hockey Year 4-6
Digi Smart Club Year 5

Friday

Football: Year 3-4

9.15am—NSPCC e-Safety Workshop
5.30pm—Digital Footprints e-Safety
Workshop

Week commencing
Monday 8th February

Foundation Stage Parents’ evening (Stay,
Play and Chat times all week)

Thursday 11th
February

Parents’ Evening Years 1-6

Thursday 11th
February

Forces workshop with Think-Tank
2.15pm

Friday 12th February

Break up for half term

Monday 22nd February

School re-opens for children

The assembly video
Tuesday
February
Freshwater theatre group in hall
and23rd
special
‘Happy’
video will be available
to purchase
for £2.50 World Book Week
Monday
29th February
—Friday
3rd
March
from
September.
Wednesday 2nd March

Mothers’ Day Assembly – Year 3

Thursday 4th March

Y4 to Black Country museum

Wednesday 9th March

Class assembly – Year 1

Wednesday 23rd March

Easter Assembly – Year 4

Wednesday 24th March

Easter Workshop in hall
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3.15pm- 4.15pm

Value Words
This Term
Apprecia on
Perseverance
Honesty
Scan the QR code to visit
our website

