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Maths themed week for
everyone to enjoy
Welcome from
the Headteacher

W

elcome to
the second
edi#on of
the Bells Farm Newsle er – as we wonder
where the weeks have
gone! It was such a busy
half term for children,
staﬀ and parents - the
Hallowe’en disco memories will live on for a
good while yet!
We hope you all managed to enjoy the break.
It was so pleasing to see
the children maintaining their high standards
of uniform and behaviour as we returned –
thank you for your support with both.

Marvellous Maths
th

During the week beginning 18 November,
we will be holding a maths themed week in
school. It will be full of fun and exci#ng ac#vi#es, compe##ons and games for all the
children (and families) at Bells Farm.
We will be sending home a family quiz,
where all the answers will be numbers, will
be holding daily compe##ons or challenges
and will even be involving the school kitchen where each day’s menu will have a
maths ‘theme’!
On Friday we are hoping you will all get
involved by sending your child into school
with a maths themed hat……it could be a
baseball cap with numbers or a bonnet with
shapes, a spiral hat with number lines or
sequences…..we know how inven#ve you all
are. We will send out some more ideas at
the start of the week, but perhaps you can
get your thinking caps on now (maths ones
of course) in readiness.
We know the children at Bells Farm all enjoy and get a lot of learning from our
themed weeks, and this maths week will be
no excep#on. We want to show the children that maths IS fun and can be crea#ve
and enjoyable in many diﬀerent ways.

Enjoying our learning…
...aiming for excellence.
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Changing weather Our pupil

passport system

The sudden drop in temperature and typical Bri#sh rainy days have taken us all by surprise aEer such a long hot summer. Please make sure your child is coming to school
every day wearing school jumper, coat and waterproof shoes. The ‘black shoe rule’ is
being well observed, so please con#nue to ensure trainers don’t come into school.
However, we are more than happy for children to wear black boots throughout the
cold wet days if they wish.

2013 Attainment
The results for the end of founda#on stage, Y1 phonics tes#ng
and key stage 1 and 2 assessments are now available for
you to see on the website –
next to the na#onal pictures for
each area. Please take the #me
to have a look. We are pleased
to be maintaining and building
on the success of previous
years, but as a school we con#nue to aim for excellence and
we know there is more to do.
We were par#cularly pleased to
see big improvement in wri#ng
at the end of key stage 2 this
year – with 78% of pupils
achieving level 4 or above.
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Cross Country Challenge—Winners!
We were enormously proud of our cross country team who
managed to ﬁght odd s#ﬀ compe##on from four other local
schools to come ﬁrst in the cross country compe##on. This
was organised by the Baverstock partnership and ably supported by Mr Grindrod and Mrs
Sargant. Congratula#ons to all of the children - have a look
at more pictures on the school website!

Trips, visits and treats!

A gentle reminder...
Please do not allow children to
throw balls, or ride bikes or
scooters on the playground as
you come in or leave the school.
This is a health and safety issue
and as such is our prime concern. There are lots of smaller
children and babies in prams as
you know, and the dangers for
them are clear. Please uphold
this policy.

There are lots of trips going on this term –
please take a look at the planner at the end
of this newsle er. We also have a lot of exci#ng events going on in the lead up to
Christmas. Our Christmas workshop will
hopefully get you in the mood for Santa –
the support was fantas#c last year, and we
are expec#ng lots of parents to take this
opportunity up again
on the 9th December.

Year 2 visit Warwick Castle
Our Year 2 children visited Warwick
Castle on Tuesday 12th November
2013. They thoroughly enjoyed the
trip and were so amazed with the
fantas#c historical building.
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Bells Farm
ICT update
On this page we will keep you up-to-date with any
ICT news from our school, and highlight any general ICT and E-Safety issues
that may aﬀect you or your child.
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Newsletter online
You can now read this newsle er in the Newsle ers sec#on of our school website.

Mathletics Y6
Breakfast Club
In a push to further improve
our Y6 children’s numeracy
and ICT clubs, we’re proposing
the launch of our Mathle#cs
Breakfast Club—we’re hoping
to get this started shortly. It
will begin at 8.45am #ll
9.15am.

always watches and monitors all internet / computer ac#vity. The system detects as soon as it appears on
There are two kinds of cyber bullying, screen whether it’s been typed or
direct a acks (messages sent to your visited on a website.
kids directly) and cyber bullying by
proxy (using others to help cyber
An adult is always present when chilbully the vic#m, either with or with- dren are using computers within
out the accomplice's knowledge).
school.

Cyber Bullying—You’re always being watched!
“Cyber bullying” is deﬁned as a
young person tormen#ng, threatening, harassing, or embarrassing another young person using the Internet or other technologies, like cell
phones.
The psychological and emo#onal
outcomes of cyber bullying are similar to those of real-life bullying. The
diﬀerence is, real-life bullying oEen
ends when school ends.
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Because cyber bullying by proxy
oEen gets adults involved in the harassment, it is much more dangerous.
Bells Farm’s monitoring soEware

Parents should ALWAYS monitor
their child’s computer use at home
and never be allowed to access chat
and social networking sites without
the consent of an adult.

Parental questionnaire
Many, many thanks for comple#ng the ques#onnaire at or shortly aEer Parents’ evening. Your
comments and sugges#ons were so posi#ve, and
it was so heartening to read. We have included
the results on the parents’ sec#on of the website
– represen#ng the 80 families who took #me to
complete the ques#onnaire. We will con#nually
strive to ensure that your high expecta#ons are
met by all members of the school team.

tas#c wri#ng talent we have at Bells Farm! All the
badge winners will be appearing in an new area of
the website – on a new area called Literacy Corner
on the pupils’ sec#on of the site – watch out for it
in the next couple of weeks.

Farm Shop

Spellings
Thank you for con#nuing to support learning of
spellings
for our
weekly on
Thursday
mornings.
Both children and
staﬀ have
expressed
their preference at focusing on the learning of the
spellings as well as the tes#ng during this #me
and it is so much be er for you child to have their
spelling “tutor” remaining the same throughout
the year. The ﬁrst cer#ﬁcates were given out for
those children who scored 100% in at least three
of their tests last term. A few are just missing this
but are working hard to have perfect scores.

Thanks to all of you have been suppor#ng our enterprise group by buying goods from the farm
shop. As you know, we started out selling goods
we have grown, and have turned many of the baby onions or beetroot into pickles, and fruit into
jam. We even went blackberrying for ‘free fruit’
and have made that into jam too. We will con#nue to have eggs from the chickens, but the supply
of pickles and jams is likely to get smaller from
now on. The funds raised, will con#nue to go towards seeds and seedlings in the spring term, so
that will have more to harvest next year. Thanks
also to Sarah Codd for con#nuing to come along
Unfortunately, some children are just not learning
and help with the weeding, and to Mrs Murphy
their spellings. We cannot stress how important it for con#nuing to support the enterprise group.
is that they learn them, so please make sure they Thanks also go to staﬀ and parents who brought
have the #me and space to do this at home.
in fruit from trees at home, so we could make
even more jam. We have now trained the children
in how to run a basic accounts book during their
selling of the produce. We are changing the day
Writers of the week
for sales to a Monday, as this will allow for fresher
We have thoroughly enjoyed giving out the star
weekend-laid
eggs.
badges at Monday morning assembly – what fan-
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Fundraising Events
A huge thank you to all the parent volunteers who work so hard
for the school in fundraising
events. The Hallowe’en disco
(pictures below) was a great success and raised £263, while being
thoroughly enjoyable for all. Also
big thanks go to Becke ’s Farm
for their dona#on of cakes, and
to Sainsbury’s Maypole for their
dona#on of apples – true community spirit in ac#on!

Many thanks to all
those who helped with
dona#ons of jumble to
the Eco collec#on. This
raised £95.19. Our next one is
on Wednesday 4th December please support us!

We always need and welcome
more parent volunteers. If you
are interested please get in contact with our Parent Partnership
The Macmillan Coﬀee morning
Worker Helen Jones via the
raised £175.00 which was halved school oﬃce or just when you
and we donated the other half to see her on the playground – the
the Marie Curie Cancer Charity.
more the merrier!

More
pictu
res
on ou
r
webs
ite!
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Term Planner
Week
beginning

After School Clubs

Events

Farm shop available for produce
every Monday 3pm – 3.15pm
Parent Volunteer to Y6,Y5 and Y4
for gardening every Tuesday
afternoons

11/11/13

Mon – Remembrance Day themed lunch
Tue – Y2 trip Warwick Castle
Thu – Reception Parents Meeting 6pm
Fri – Children in need ‘dress spotty’

18/11/13

Maths Week all week
Mon - 1st group of Y6 to visit new Birmingham library
Mon - Committees and Full Governors
meeting
Tue – 2nd group of Y6 to visit new Birmingham library

25/11/13

Fri- Class 4 assembly 9.00am all welcome

02/12/13

Thu – Christmas Inspire workshop
(Evening time TBC)

09/12/13

Tue – Christmas lunch
Thu – Y5 & Y6 trip to Blist Hill

16/12/13

Mon – Christmas production Evening
show - Reception – Y2 stats at 6pm
(children to arrive in school 5.30pm)
Tue – Christmas production morning
show - Reception – Y2 stats at 9.30am
Tue – Passport party/event (TBC)
Wed – Attendance Assembly 9am
(parents welcome)
Thu – Christmas party day
Fri – Christmas Carol service 9am
Fri – Saltmine Pinocchio production 13pm (pupils only)

3.00pm—4.00pm
Monday

NETBALL YEAR 3-6

Tuesday

ART YEAR 1-3
ICT YEAR 3-6
BASKETBALL YEAR 3-6
COOKERY (until 4.30pm)

Wednesday FOOTBALL YEAR 1-3
ART YEAR 4-6

Thursday

CHOIR YEAR 2-6
DANCE YEAR 4 -6

Friday

FOOTBALL YEAR 4-6

Enjoying our
learning…
...aiming for
excellence
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