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Happy Easter from all the children and staff...

e-Safety Success!
Bells Farm receive accreditation for online safety
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...aiming for excellence.
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Welcome from the Headteacher
elcome to the March
issue of the Bells
Farm newsletter.
What a busy term it has been!
So far this year, Bells Farm has
been celebrating of the hard
work of the whole school
community, judged at local and
national level.. At the end of

Sports Update .............................5

the Autumn term, as you know,
following another year of
improved attainment at the end
of key stage 2, we were pleased
and proud to be informed by the
Schools Minister, Nick Gibbs, that
we had been placed in the Top
100 Best Performing Schools for
Con nues on page 2

Sports Relief
fundraising
See Page 11

Unhealthy lunch boxes
We have noticed that some lunch
boxes are becoming quite unhealthy and would like to remind
you about our Food Policy:
“All pupils in key stage 1 are entitled to a free school meal or
sandwich plus fruit and yoghurt
if they prefer. Parents and carers
are asked to make the kitchen
aware of any speci6ic food allergies and intolerances and these
are then catered for individually.
Parents and carers are encouraged to take up free school meals
as their nutritional standards can
be guaranteed. However, some
children will prefer to bring a
packed lunch. Once again, 6izzy
drinks are not permitted but a
sugar free juice will be allowed.

We ask that parents take a
healthy approach to snacks
in the lunch box. Chocolate bars and sweets
should not be part of the
lunch box, but a moderate biscuit snack is
acceptable. Wherever
possible we ask that
parents and carers
encourage their children to try
different fruits and healthier options in their lunch boxes, to actively discourage an excess of
sugar in their child’s diet.”
(Full policy available via the website or school of ice.)
Please adhere to this policy in
your child’s best interests – it is a
common sense and healthy ap-

Con nued from page 1

21st century technological
world, and it is more important
than ever that children are
equipped to deal with potential
dangers as well as bene6iting
from the range of positive
opportunities available to them
from the online world.
I am so proud that these
achievements have been
recognised – the children have
shown that they live by the
school motto: “ Enjoying our
learning….aiming for excellence.”
Our safeguarding provision and
attainment of our learners are
just two examples of sound
policy producing the best
practice. Just last week, our
School Improvement Partner,
Yvonne Chapman, was very
pleased to report her 6indings
that all of the teaching she

level 4+ over a 4 year period.
This was a concerted team effort
- the dedication to learning of the
children, staff and parents since I
started my headship in 2013, has
just grown and grown. Then in
February of this year, the
excellent practice in our
provision for e-safety was
recognised. Receiving the esafety mark has demonstrated
the hard work and commitment
which our school has devoted to
the importance of online safety.
The children take ownership of
this through our Digital Council,
and the whole school community
is so much more knowledgeable
through training, workshops and
the everyday vigilance of all of its
members. E-safety is a vital part
of safeguarding children in our
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proach to the
national observation of a
growing trend in childhood obesity. As the saying goes – “you
are what you eat” and excessive
sugary food has a detrimental
effect on your child’s health.

observed was at least good and
much of it outstanding, as we see
every day.
This only comes when the
children are working as hard as
the teachers and really “owning”
their learning, and we both saw
plenty of that. She also
congratulated staff and
governors on a wide range of
other strengths, such the
outstanding provision for
safeguarding, shared leadership
of the school vision and for the
detailed methods of tracking
school development carried out
by the Governing Body. She
could see that we all work
together as a really effective
team – staff, children, parents
and carers and governors. So
carry on the great work, Bells
Farm!

Sickness absence reminder
As you may be aware a nasty
tummy bug has been doing the
rounds – particularly affecting
children in Year 2. It is important
that we limit the suffering caused
by such bugs, and so we ask you to
observe the school’s policy on
returning after absence: if your
child has suffered vomiting and/or
diarrhoea, they should remain at
home for 48 hours following the
last bout of sickness. Some

parents have expressed
concern that they do not
wish their child to pick
up any bugs – this is
understandable, and
observing this policy
should ensure that we
maintain a healthy
environment for
everyone. Our site staff perform
regular “deep cleansing” of the
school, but everyone has to play

World Book Day
extravaganza!

Thank you to everyone who attended the
Book Fair. We have raised over £200 in
vouchers for the school to spend on much
needed books, so thank you to everyone who
came- hope you enjoy the books you bought.
Great efforts were
made with children's
book character costumes. The website
is full of photos of
the children dressed
up. Congratulations
to the children in
each Key stage who
made a real effort
and won a book!

their part to reduce the spread of
germs. Thank you for your
understanding.

Parents Evening —
Thank you for your
support!

Thank you once again for the great turnout to
meet your children’s teachers and hear about
their progress. The key stage 1 change to scheduling seemed to work very well, and I am
pleased that it gave you a chance to meet at the
most convenient time for you. It was heartening
to 6ind out from many parents and carers about
the work that you do with your children at home
– it is so vitally important that all children have
the chance to do their homework, read to an
adult, and practise their numbers and spellings.
Keep up the good work – we can see where it
makes a difference!
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Volunteers
Parents required for
contribute to
gardening, can you
Year 6 Easter Raf6le help?

Are there any parents available during school time
that are interested in gardening? We need
volunteers to prepare the boxes and ground ready
for the children to start planting seeds and
vegetables, this will be after the Easter holidays.
Please come to of6ice and speak to H. Jones.

Uniform information
Thank you to our parent volunteers who have
contributed with the Year 6 Easter Raf6le
prizes. Also they will be helping to sell raf6le
tickets in the playground after school.

Eco collection and
Mother’s Day gifts
Thank you to all who supported us with
the Eco collection, we raised £87.50.
The Mother’s Day Gift sale went really
well. We hope you liked your gifts! We are
planning a Father’s Day sale for June!!!
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From September
school uniform
will be available
from Clive Mark
as well as Tesco
on line. There will
be a Clive Mark
representative in
school on the
next Parents
evening in July.
Uniform will be
available to either
purchase or order on that day.
Flyers will be sent home shortly with all information regarding the above.

Year 5 and Year 6 take
part in dodgeball
competition

Quick Sticks
Hockey Finals
We quali6ied to participate in the
Birmingham School Games Quick Sticks
Hockey Finals on Tuesday 9th February
2016 at the Birmingham Futsal Stadium.
We had a fantastic experience as we
competed with and alongside 6inalists
from all over Birmingham. All teams
participating had, like us, quali6ied to
participate by winning their regional
tournaments in many different sports.
The Sports Festival was opened by the
Mayor of Birmingham.
We played in a league competing in 5
games during the day and we 6inished
3rd in our group and 5th overall out 11
teams.

We took part in the Baverstock School Sports Partnership
Year 5 and 6 Dodgeball Competition at Kings Heath Boys
School on Tuesday 23rd February 2016. We played four
matches during the afternoon and won 2 out of 4 matches.

The scores were as follows:
Bells Farm 2-0 Hollywood
Bells Farm 1-2 Yardley Wood
Bells Farm 1-2 Chilcote
Bells Farm 2-0 Grendon
We played very well and 6inished in 3rd place. Mohammed, Rubi, Samuel, Jacy and Carvell both received the
Sainsburys School Games Award for Self Belief.

Y4/Y5 qualify
We took part in the Kings Norton District
Year 4 and 5 Boys 7-a-side Football
Tournament on Thursday 25th February
at St Laurence Junior School. We played
3 games in total. Our 6irst game we drew
1-1 against St Laurence, followed by a 31 win against St Mary’s. Our 6inal game
was against St Edwards, a 0-0 draw, nevertheless an exciting end to end game
with several good shots on goal. Mr Gill is
proud of our achievements and looks
forward to the 6inals night at the Priory –
date to be con6irmed.
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Year 2 learn about the
Great Fire of London

Toucans have started to
learn all about the Great
Fire of London. We started
this topic with a very exciting experience – a theatre
workshop. Dawn from
Freshwater Theatre Group
came to work with us to
help us to understand the
story through Drama. First
she told us some facts
about the 6ire and then we
played a game. We had to
follow instructions to make different shapes relating to the 6ire.
We then got into two lines to
become the houses on the streets
of London. We learnt they were
all very close together and that
was one of the reasons why the
6ire spread so quickly.
The 6ire started with one small
spark in a bakery on Pudding
Lane and was soon spreading all
over London. Sean acted as Samuel Pepys and Sophie was his
maid. She woke him up to tell
him all about the 6ire and he was
shocked! Then some other children joined in with the Drama
and acted out what might have
happened when the 6ire started.
Our favourite part was when
some of us acted as the 6ire and
the rest of us tried to put the 6ire
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Year 6
attendance
Can you please ensure that
children in Year 6 are sent into
school every day. Whilst we can
appreciate some illnesses are
unavoidable, the effect
of missing even one day of the
week, at this such an important
time in the year, can have severe implications for their
learning. The children are making great progress but can only
carry on in this way if they attend all their lessons. Many
Thanks YEAR 6

Year 5 learn
about
Ancient
Greeks
out. It was very hard work! We
tried buckets of water but that
didn’t work. We tried pumping
water through hoses but that
didn’t work. We tried using axes
to pull the buildings down so the
6ire couldn’t spread anymore and
this slowed the 6ire down. Then
we used gunpowder to blow the
houses up and 6inally the 6ire
died down completely. Then
Dawn took on the role of the
Mayor of London at the time of
the 6ire to teach us all about how
they rebuilt London. It was a
very interesting workshop and
we learnt a lot.
We are very enthusiastic to 6ind
out more about the Great Fire of
London back in class. Keep
checking our blog to see how we
are getting on.

Year 5 have enjoyed this half
term learning more about the
Ancient Greeks. In English we
have written various recounts
and newspaper reports based on
our history topic and World
Book Day. In Maths the children
have examined data handling
and measures, using and applying their understanding across
different contexts. The children
are very excited to 6inish the
term conducting a number of
different Science experiments
investigating Forces.

Website award
Our school website has been
awarded a ‘Website of Week’
award for providing updated
information to parents / carers.
Thank you for your support!

Year 3’s
Celtic designs

In Year 3 we are now
coming to the end of
our Viking Topic. We
have really enjoyed
learning about the Vicious Vikings and their
ways of life.
In History we have
learnt about when they
invaded Britain, putting key events into a
time line. We have
studied the Viking way
of life. What they
looked like, their
homes looked like and
what their roles were
in society.
In Geography we have
Learnt about where
the Vikings home lands
were and which countries they settled in.
We have looked at the
their home lands and
settlements and
thought about why

Nursery children
learn about growing
This half term the
nursery children have
enjoyed learning about
Growing. We have discussed how
plants grow and are
growing Sun6lowers in
the classroom (they
are coming on fabulously!), we also talked
about "The Little
Red Hen" after
which the children got to help make bread and then got to
taste it the following day. They really enjoyed discussing the
process of making bread. We have also discussed how we
change from babies to children as we are now. We are also
all really looking forward to our trip to Becketts Farm to
look at the chicks and lambs and to have a story!

they might have wanted to invade Britain.
In English we have
really enjoyed learning
about the Vikings
though How to Train
you Dragon by Cressida Cowell. We have
written our own chapter for this story full of
danger and suspense.
We have also studied
dragons in great detail
and written reports
about them.
Finally in Art we have
looked at Celtic
designs. We have
traced and created
some Celtic designs by
following instructions
which was very tricky!
We are now creating a
broach with a Celtic
design on it which will
be used to hold together a piece of clothing.

Year 6 attend
WE Day
A group of children attended the
third annual WE day event at
Wembley arena – they had a very
early start (4.30am) but were a
credit to
the school
and thoroughly enjoyed the
day. See the
Year 6 blog
for more
details and
pictures.
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Year 6 SATS
countdown

Key Stage 1
SATS parents
meeting

As I am sure you are
aware (the children certainly are!) there are just
under SIX WEEKS until
the SATS tests begin. The
children are working extremely hard within class
and are starting to see the
improvements due to
their hard work.
Can I please remind parents and carers of the im-

Key Stage 1 SATS meeting –
Parents in Year 2 are invited
to a SATS meeting on Monday
21st March from 9 – 9.30am to
0ind out more about the upcoming end of Year 2 SATS.
Miss Williams has sent letters
home about this so please let
us know if you are going to attend. We look forward to
seeing you on the 21st.

portance
in hearing children read, practicing times tables and encouraging them to complete their homework.
These are all extremely
important in securing
their understanding in
various aspects related to
the tests. Many Thanks
the Year 6 team.

Mud Kitchen

A big thank you to everybody who donated empty bottles to Reception over
the past few months. As you can see our
Bottle Barn is complete and it houses
our Mud Kitchen beautifully. Thank you
very much!

Year 4 have worked really hard this
term. They are showing a real interest
in their learning. This was seen in its
utmost on our trip to the Black Country
Museum. The children were impeccably
behaved and spent the day asking loads
of questions to deepen their learning
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Easter
Workshop
Foundation Stage
are having an
Easter Workshop
on Thursday 24th
March. Please
come and make an
Easter Bonnet with
your child, watch the Easter Bonnet catwalk parade and
join in with the Easter Egg Hunt. The workshop will start
at 9am until approximately 11 am.

Year 4 Black Country trip
further. As well as learning about how our houses
and homes have changed over time, we also got to
see how people used to bake, where
they went shopping and how hard
life would have been. Almost all of us
decided we would rather live in today’s world. It was a great day out
packed with new learning opportunities that were enjoyed by all.

Bells Farm
IT update
On this page we will keep you up-to-date with any
ICT news from our school, and highlight any general ICT and e-Safety issues
that may aﬀect you or your child.

ooVoo concerns
for primary
children
Parents should be aware of
social media app which some children are using .
Bells Farm have been informed of
a potentially dangerous free video
chat app called ooVoo.
There have been incidents around
the local area after a male
contacted children asking for
private information and video
chats.

How to report
Facebook
incidents
Some parents have recently asked
how Facebook incidents can be
reported. Facebook has it’s own
reporting feature which contacts
them directly—see the guide here.

What is ooVoo?
ooVoo is a video chat app. It lets
you make video calls, voice calls
and send texts to friends and
family. You can also start a group
video chat with up to 12 people.
The default privacy settings are
set to 'public', so you can talk to
people you don't know.

Why kids like it?
The top reason why children and
young people like ooVoo was
talking to random people.
If you need further advice about
this app or any other apps, please
speak to Mr Baddhan.

1. Login to your Facebook account as normal
2. If you no3ce an inappropriate post, click on the
post, top right arrow, this
will bring a menu (see
diagram)
3. Click on report post
4. This will then alert Facebook who will remove the post if
deemed appropriate
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Digital Council
proud of
e-Safety award
achievement
The Digital Council were rewarded for their
fantastic work by being invited to a party.
The children cut a Digital Council cake (made
and designed by our wonderful chef Miss
Davies) and were also given some snacks
accompanied by some music.

Digital
Council’s
SMART rules
assembly
During Safer Internet Week at Bells
Farm, the Digital Council did an assembly about the SMART e-Safety
rules to the whole school.
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Well done to
Bells Farm who
braved the chilly
weather and
completed the
Sports Relief mile
on Friday 18th
March 2016.

Year 1 visit
Butter6ly Farm
On Thursday (17th March) Year 1
visited the Butter6ly Farm in
Stratford. We were very excited
to be going on a coach for the second day running after a fun afternoon at multi-skills on Wednesday afternoon. We arrived in
Stratford and the sun was out and
shining for our visit. We started
the day by having a scavenger
hunt in the park and then looking
at the different sights around
Stratford. We enjoyed just standing and watching the wildlife and
boats sail along the River Avon.
After lunch (which we had to
have early as we were all so hungry!) we visited the Butter6ly
Farm. It was so hot in the butter6ly farm but we were very excited.
We arrived in the 6light area and
were amazed at all the butter6lies
6lying round. We listened careful-

ly to our tour guide who
taught us lots of facts about
butter6lies, including their diet,
parts of their body and why
they were given the name butter6ly. We then visited the caterpillar room and learnt about
butter6lies laying eggs that
then hatch in to caterpillars.
When we entered the 6light
zone again some of us were
getting a bit worried about all the
butter6lies 6lying round our heads
but we were really brave
(including Mrs Rose). We enjoyed
looking at the different insects
and arachnids and getting to
touch a cockroach and a milli-

pede. Our teachers were very impressed with our behaviour
throughout the day and were very
happy to see all our smiley faces
as we enjoyed walking around
Stratford and visiting the Butter6ly Farm.
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MP visits
Year 6 as part
of British
Values Week
Year 6 were visited by Steve McCabe
Labour MP for the Selly Oak constituency. As part of British Values
Week, the year 6 topic is “The election process” and Eagles found this
opportunity invaluable to their topic.
Mr McCabe introduced himself and
told the class a little bit about what
his role was as an MP. He said that
he spent most of his time in the
Houses of Commons and working in
the community; listening to people
and helping with any issues that they
have.
Then it was time for a Q&A session
with the class. Year 6 asked some
excellent questions which
Mr McCabe said were tough!
See the Year 6 class blog to see the
kinds of questions Mr McCabe had to
answer.
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After School Clubs

Term Planner
Please note – these are known dates so far this term. Letters will
be sent out for any additional dates for individual classes. Please
also note that swimming will not take place this term, but will take
place in early summer term for Years 3 and 5.

Date

Events

Wednesday 23rd March

Year 4 Easter assembly – 9.00am

Thursday 24th March

Nursery and Reception Easter workshop – 9.00-11.00am

3.15pm- 4.15pm
Monday

Football Year 5-6
Dance Year 2-4
Crochet (Textiles) Year 4-5
Art Year 3-6

Tuesday

IT / Computing Year 3-6
Homework Club Year 3-6
Film Club Year 1-2
Cricket Year 4-6

Wednesday Gymnastics – Year 4-6
Guitar Club – Year 4

Thursday 24th March

Last day of term

Friday 25th March
– 10th April

Easter holidays

Monday 11th April

Back to school

Wednesday 13th April

Attendance awards assembly

Tuesday 19th April

Y5 visit Symphony Hall

Wednesday 27th April

Y5 trip to Stocks Farm

Monday 2nd May

Bank holiday – school closed

Thursday 5th May
Local Elections – school closed
The assembly video
and special ‘Happy’
video will
be May
available Y6 residential – return 20th May
Wednesday
18th
to purchase for £2.50
from September.
Monday 30th May
Half term break
- 5th June
Monday 6th June

Back to school

Wednesday 15th June

Y3 trip to the Botanical Gardens

Thursday 23rd June

EU Referendum – school closed for
polling

Monday 27th June

Reception class trip Birmingham
Airport

Thursday

Reading Club Year 6
Multisports Year 1-3
Hockey Year 4-6
Digi Smart Club Year 5

Friday

Football: Year 3-4

Value Words
This Term
Apprecia on
Perseverance
Honesty
Scan the QR code to visit
our website
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