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Sporting Resilience
Bells Farm children take part in Sports Day
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Welcome from
the Headteacher

W

elcome to the June
edition of the Bells Farm
Newsletter! Well, in the
wettest June that any of us can
remember, the children and staff

have kept a positive attitude as we
head towards the end of a very busy
term. So much has happened this
year, and as usual, the summer term
has been packed with lots of work
and lots of fun! The classes at the end
of each phase, Reception, Year 2 and
Con nues on page 2

Paris wins
medal
competition
See Page 5

Con nued from page 1

Year 6 have had such a busy year
with the end of key stage and early
years’ assessments. Year 1 Puf/ins
have also worked incredibly hard
with their teachers and teaching
assistants, and showed an
excellent grasp of phonics in their
recent screening test. Now all of
our assessments have been sent to
the Local Authority, and we look
forward positively to reporting the
outcomes to you. Your children’s
reports, which you will receive on
Friday, will re/lect the hard work
they have put into the year. It was
a great pleasure to read such
positive comments on attitudes to
learning as well as progress and
attainment. Well done to all of our
children.
This Thursday will be a great
chance for your children to meet
their new teachers. Below, you will
see a list of new classes for
September. You will notice that
there is very little change in
deployment of our teaching and
support staff, so that they have the
chance to really build on the
curriculum they have delivered

this year.
Please ask
your child
(ren) how
they got on
during
transition
day – it is a
fantastic
opportunity
to build
those all
important relationships between
teachers and children.
School closes for the summer
holiday on Thursday 21st July. On
this date, we look forward to
enjoying a happy (but probably
tear-jerking!) assembly from our
Year 6 leavers. The children return
to school on Wednesday 7th
September, and we wish all our
leavers the very best of luck as
they embark upon new ventures in
secondary
school. At this
time, we will
also be bidding
Mr Koeri
farewell, as his
contract comes

to an end. We hope that he has
gained valuable experience of
primary school teaching support
during his time with us, and we
have gained his valuable support
for our key stage 2 children in
particular, but also Year 2 children
who have been supported by Mr
Koeri once a week. We will miss
him greatly, but wish him the very
best of luck in his future career.
As I look outside, I am keeping my
/ingers crossed for relatively dry
sports days this week. Photos of
the children’s efforts will be
posted in the next newsletter, and
also, of course, on the website.
Until then, enjoy reading all the
latest news from the classes!

New classes for September...
Current class

New class from
September 2016

New teacher

New teaching assistant(s)

Nursery Chicks
Recep on Swans

Recep,on Swans

Mrs Hill

Miss Parton / Mrs Murphy

Year 1 Puﬃns

Miss Coghlan

Mrs Sargeant / Mrs Rose

Year 1 Puﬃns
Year 2 Toucans
Year 3 Bluebirds
Year 4 Robins

Year 2 Toucans

Miss Williams

Mrs Green

Year 3 Bluebirds

Miss Procter

Mrs S. Johnson

Year 4 Robins

Mrs Parry

Mrs Sargant

Year 5 Kestrels

Mr Johnston/Mrs Sabir
(mornings)

Mrs Sale

Year 5 Kestrels

Year 6 Eagles

Mrs Cro9/Miss
McClelland (mornings)

Mrs T. Johnson (Learning
Mentor) to support mornings
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Year 4 test drive our new bikes
Year 4 were privileged to be the /irst pupils at Bells Farm to test out twenty one
bikes, kindly donated to the school by
Halfords. Equipped with new helmets,
the children enjoyed riding around the
/ield and one pupil managed to ride a
bike for the very /irst time and received a
huge round of applause from his classmates! The children had of/icial press
photographs taken, before going back to
class to learn all about bike maintenance.
Much to their delight, the talk was given
by Pinder Singh, a well-known BMX rider. He gave the children lots of advice
and taught them how to tighten the
brakes, pump up the tyres, repair punctures and alter the seat height. Before
leaving, he kindly signed a
few autographs for his starstruck fans! A huge thank
you to Halfords for such a
generous donation - all the
children will have the opportunity to use these bikes
within P.E. lessons.

Year 4 Cross Country Year 5’s amazing music!

These year 4 children all competed in the
cross country competition against 5 other
schools.
They all tried their best and are looking
forward to competing again in year 5.

Year 5 experienced an
amazing music lesson
taught by Mrs Parry. To
start off with, we listened
to a spectacular song called
Don’t Stop Believing. One
of the children exclaimed,
“This is my favourite song!”
All of the class really enjoyed singing the song in
unison. We talked about
song genres, keeping the
pulse and discussed the
types of instruments used
in the piece. Mrs Parry
also introduced the children to a fantastic tune,
which goes by the name of
Lean on Me. Those from
karaoke club are familiar

with the song so really enjoyed singing it with con/idence. The only way it
could have been better is if
our fabulously fantastic
teacher, Mr Johnston, was
teaching us (no offence
Mrs Parry).
Written by Poppy, Kai and
Brianna (in luenced slightly
by Mr Johnston)
It really was brilliant to see
the children enjoying the
music and singing so
much! We look forward to
more sessions over the
next few weeks, where the
children will be able to
show their creativity in a
number of ways.
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Year 2 visit Twycross Zoo

On Tuesday 21st June Year 2 visited
Twycross zoo. It was a truly fantastic day! First we went to visit the
meerkats; they were much cuter than
we had expected them to be. Next we
went to the penguins. They were all
very interesting to watch. At /irst they
were on the rocks and then they went
into the water and we watched them
swim underwater through a special
window. It was amazing! They were
very fast and it looked like they were
splashing their /lippers at us.
Then we went to see the tapirs. We
were very interested in them as we
have been learning about them in our
rainforest projects this term and they
didn’t let us down. They were much
bigger than we expected them to be!
We thought they might be shy as
when we arrived… they left!
Next we visited a Borneo longhouse.
There were lots of birds and plants
that might live in the rainforest. We
also saw a display of people who live
in the rainforest. It was interesting to
look at the clothes they wear, the clay
pots they make and the baskets they
weave. Then we went to see the spider-monkeys as we have learnt about
them as well. There was a lady giving
an information talk and feeding them
and we learnt lots of interesting facts.
After lunch we went to the Discovery
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Centre for a rainforest explorers
workshop. Nicky asked us lots of
questions about the rainforest and
was very impressed with our
knowledge. She then told us lots more
facts and we even got to touch a cockroach and tortoise. Some of us were a
bit nervous (as you can see from the
photos!) but most of us had a try. We
were surprised the cockroach felt
smooth and soft like a nail.
Next we went to the butter/ly forest.
Lots of butter/lies landed on us. They
were so beautiful. Then we went to
visit all the different monkeys they
have including the Orang-Utans and
Chimpanzees. The largest chimpanzee
was very shy because he kept hiding
from the camera! The baby was funny
because he kept covering himself with
hay.
Our favourite part of the afternoon
was visiting the elephants and giraffes. We were amazed at how big the
elephants were and how tall the giraffes were. They were very impressive. As we walked through the elephant forest we saw Ganesh! We have
been learning about him in our RE
lessons so it was lovely to see a real
statue and temple.
Overall we had a wonderful day, even
the teachers had a great time! They
were very impressed with our behav-

Fantastic
Parent
Support!

We £71.50 on the
table top sale for
school fund
We also made £50.00
on father’s day sales
also for school fund
…and for Macmillan
non uniform day and
cake sales we made
£160.00!

Clive
Mark
uniform

Thank you to everybody for their support and to the Parent Volunteers for
their help!
Clive Mark is also
selling our school
uniform again due to
parents’
requests,
and will be in hall on
July 7th Parents
Open Evening from
3.15.
Card or cash payments (no cheques)
can be used on the
day.

Girls progress to inals

We played another /ixture in the
girls 7-a-side Football Summer
League on Wednesday 22nd
June against Raddlebarn, we
won 3-0. It was another extremely good team performance

– with a hat trick from Rubi.
This means we have /inished
2nd in the Summer League and
will now compete in the /inals at
St Lawrence Junior School on
Monday 4th July.

Paris wins medal
competition
Paris Is the
lucky winner of
the Baverstock
Sports Partnership design a
medal competition. The competition was to design a medal that
could be used in the forth-coming
academic year 2016-17. Out of .........
Participants from all of the Sports
Partnership schools, Paris was chosen
as one of ... Finalists and then voted
the the best overall. His design will
now appear on all of the medals presented at competitions throughout the
coming academic year. He has also
won £250 to be spent on sports equipment for the school. We are enormously proud of Paris. Well done!!
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Year 6 take
part in irst
aid lesson

Bluebirds had a
fabulous day at the
Botanical Gardens
last week.
When we arrived we
were greeted by staff
who had a range of
activities for year 3
to complete. First we
were looking at
parts of the plant,
where year 3 were
amazing and were
able to name some
parts of a plant. Then
we were looking at
the pollination process where some
children dressed up
as plants and bees!
We then had some
free time to look
around the beautiful
gardens and explore.
All children were so
well behaved and the rain did
not spoil the wonderful day we
had.
We have received a lovely
letter from Botanical Gardens
since our visit—see above.
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Last week Year 6 were
lucky enough to take part
in THE BIG FIRST AID LESSON, provided by St. Jon's
Ambulance. It was a livestreamed hour's lesson on
areas of importance such
as: Treating someone who
has had a seizure, someone
who has been stung, and
someone who is choking.
The class watched how to
treat patients dealing with
such traumas and heard
real-life stories from families that had found themselves in these situations.
Why not ask your child
what they learned; they
could be responsible for
saving a life one day!

Reception Swans
fascinated about space!

BACK ON
EARTH:
Tim Peake

The Swans continue to be
fascinated by British European Space Agency
astronaut Tim Peake.
This week the children
watched Tim return safely to Earth alongside his
crewmates Yuri Malenchenko and Tim
Kopra after spending just
over six months living
and working on board
the International Space
Station. The children
loved his bumpy landing
and were amazed at the
size of the capsule! They
couldn’t believe that Tim
was unable to walk and
how it will take him three
weeks to recover from
his space mission.
Tim has also revealed
this week whether the
red or blue packet of
Rocket seeds contained
the space seeds. Before
Tim went to space, he
/lipped a coin to decide
which pack would contain the space seeds and
recorded it on video.
Click here to watch the

video and to discover the
space seeds true identity!
https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=SV6bXBt4Ug0
We were a part of the
5,400 participants who
entered their data. This
data has now been sent
off for analysis. The UK
Space Agency will present the results of the

Year 1 pirate assembly

Puf/ins have worked hard on their Pirate
assembly this month. The children performed pirate songs; they displayed their
pirate ships they made for a DT project and
read aloud some of their fantastic rhyme
pirate poems they created in English. They
also stated lots of facts they know about
famous pirates they have been learning
about in History. They Puf/in Pirate class
did a fantastic job performing and they truly worked very hard. Also thank you for all
the parents and relatives who were able to
attend the children were very happy to see
you.

Nursery learn about
road transport

experiment in the Autumn in the Rocket Science /inal report. This
report will be available to
all schools and groups
who took part. It will be a
fascinating read. We
were surprised by the
result. We predicted the
opposite!

This half term we have been learning
about Road Transport. We were
lucky enough to children were supposed to go and have a look at Mrs
Horsley's vintage car. The children all
got to sit inside and have a look at
how different vintage cars are. A lot
of children commented on how it
looked like it has a face.
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Mr Koeri shaves beard for charity
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Mr Koeri has fantastically
raised money for Macmillan
Cancer by having his beard
shaved for a donation. He
raised £763 for the charity.
Mr Koeri said: “It was a
deeply emotional experience for me and I couldn’t
have done it without you all.
Macmillian will be so grateful for all your pennies and
continue all the hard work
that they do to help those
brave people effected by
cancer.”
Earlier this year, Miss Davis,
our school cook had her hair
shaven off for the same
charity.

Bells Farm
IT update
On this page we will keep you up-to-date with any
ICT news from our school, and highlight any general ICT and online safety
issues that may aﬀect you or your child.

Year 2 and Year 6
visit Samsung
Learning Hub
Both classes visited the Samsung
funded academy to experience
Computing in a secondary school
environment.
Both Year 2 and Year 6 classes
have recently visited Harborne
Academy , the location of the
Samsung Learning Hub where
children take part in
programming lessons as part of
the Computing subject.

Mr Baddhan arranged both trips
to boost our already enriched
Computing subject. It provides an
opportunity to learn all about
debugging, algorithms, sequence
in a secondary school
environment.

DIGITAL LEARNING:
Year 2 take part in
a Compu,ng lesson

Mr Whitehouse, based at the
Academy, leads lessons using
Samsung equipment.
The children have learned how to
debug games, program using java
script and also use Scratch Junior.
Earlier in the year, Year 4 also
visited the Academy.

Get set for another Computing Awards!
Yep it’s that time of the year
again! The Computing Awards is
an annual celebration of
wonderful Computing
achievement by pupils. The
awards take place on the

morning of Tuesday 5th July at
9.10am. Selected parents will be
invited to the assembly.
A full list of winners will be
posted on our website and in
our next issue of the newsletter.
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Digital Council
assembly on
games age
ratings
Earlier this month, our
e-Safety group led an
assembly to other children
about age ratings in games
Our pupil members of the Digital
Council led an assembly to remind
their fellow peers about age
ratings in games.
The children talked about what
the PEGI age rating system is and
what games children should play,
if allowed to.

The council members then
discussed the alternative school
resources also available to use
instead of play games.
The websites our council suggest
children should use are
Mathletics, Education City, Bug
Club, Purple Mash, Spellodrome

and Skoolbo. The council also
warned that playing computer
games that are under the age limit
can get them into trouble, so stay
away!
Parents should always check
games rated 3 or 7 are suitable for
primary school children.

Tips for avoiding in-app charges
Mobile phone downloads and
apps are very popular among
young people and are easily
available from websites and
online services such as Apple’s
App Store and Google Play.
Here are some useful tips from
Childnet (please see a more
detailed article on
www.childnet.com).
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• Encourage your child to ‘think before they click’. Do
they know exactly what they are clicking on? Do they
know what the terms and condi,ons say and what this
means in prac,ce?

• Talk with your children about what in-app
purchases are and that buying virtual items or
currency can actually cost real money.

• Always check your bill for the credit/debit
card or other payment method .

After School Clubs

Term Planner
Please note – these are known dates so far this term. Letters will
be sent out for any additional dates for individual classes.

Date

Events

Tuesday 28th June

Key Stage 2 Sports Day: years 3 - 6

Wednesday 29th June

- Key Stage 1 Sports Day: years 1 - 2
- New reception children: meeting for
parents 6pm–7.30pm

Thursday 30th June
Friday 1st July

Transition Day
- Year 6 bag packing in aid of school
fund – Sainsbury’s
- Annual pupil reports to parents/
carers

Tuesday 5th July

Computing Awards assembly

Wednesday 6th July

Year 2 class assembly

Thursday 7th July

Parents’ open afternoon/evening

Friday 8th July

Foundation (Nursery And Reception)
Sports Day

Monday 11th July

Reception Eco Park Centre trip

Wednesday 13th July

Year 4 Guitar assembly

Monday 18th July

Behaviour Awards Assembly

Wednesday
20th July
The assembly
video
and special ‘Happy’
video will be available
Thursday 21st July
to purchase for £2.50
from September.

Attendance assembly
Year 6 leavers’ party: 4 – 6pm
Year 6 leavers’ assembly
LAST DAY OF TERM

3.15pm- 4.15pm
Monday

Computing Year 1-2
Football Year 5-6
Dance Year 2-4
Fun and Fit Year 2-3
Art Year 3-6

Tuesday

Computing Year 3-6
Homework Club Year 3-6
Karaoke Year 3-6
Cricket Year 4-6

Wednesday

Tennis Year 5-6
Table Tennis Year 4-6

Thursday Film Club Year 5-6

Multisports Year 1-3
Athletics Year 3-6
Digi Smart Club Year 5
Numero Uno Year 4-5

Friday

Football Year 3-4
Choir Year 3-5

Value Words
This Term
Friendship
Courage
Respect
Scan the QR code to visit
our website
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