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with skills such as number bond
work, spelling and handwriting.
We are as ever, grateful for your
continued support with these, and
we ask you to continue to play
your part in supporting our
homework policy and making sure
that your child is equipped with
their reading books and diaries,
and completed homework.
We will also be offering workshops
and meetings for you to attend in
maths this term and English next
term, and we hope that you will
continue to support us to support
your child by showing them how
much you value their education.
You will be hearing more about
this soon from Mr Johnston and
Mrs Sabir. Please let us know if
there are any areas of the
curriculum which you would like
to "ind out a bit more about – you
can do this by popping a
suggestion into the main of"ice,
adding it to the questionnaires
which will be given out in Parents’
evening at the end of this half
term, or just having a quick word
with myself, Miss McClelland or
Mrs Knipe at the door.
Another way of developing your
role as a partner with the school is
to join the Parents’ Forum - see
the notice below. If time is short
however ( and it often is!), don’t
forget that you can keep up to
date by looking at the website,
where your children’s work is
showcased in their class blogs.
Over the next week, we will also be
adding our new School
Development Plan, Pupil Premium
reports and the latest news on
assessments at the end of
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Foundation Stage, Key stage 1 and
Key stage 2.

appointment to see me or Miss
McClelland.

Staf"ing updates

After School Club

We welcomed one new member of
staff this term – Miss Potter, who
joined us a dinner supervisor to
help out with Nursery lunchtime.
It has been lovely to see the
children enjoying full days in
nursery, and Miss Potter has
settled in so well with the children.
After half term, we will also be
welcoming back Miss Cass, who
will be re-joining the nursery team
after her maternity leave.

Our After School Club is hugely
popular and numbers have
increased over the past year. We
have three of our teaching
assistants working together to
provide this care for the children
up to 6 pm each evening. Because
of numbers and ratios, it is vital
that parents and carers respect the
need to give 48 hours notice for
the use of this service.
Thank you for your understanding
in this matter – it is about the
health and safety of all children. It
is not fair to the children or the
staff to assume that there is space
without this prior noti"ication.
Whilst we make every effort to
help out where we can where you
are unavoidably delayed, there are
still occasions where parents/
carers are regularly late picking up
and do not notify the of"ice. Please
make sure that you can always be
contacted in this event, or in the
case of emergency.

Concerns or
questions
Remember that if you have any
questions or concerns, please see
your child’s teacher at the end of
the school day. If you need a bit
more time with them, let them, or
a member of staff on the door,
know in the morning.
Most issues can be quickly sorted
out: if you continue to have
concerns, please make an

Book Bench Challenge

Coats reminder
Please can all children be sent with
coats now the weather is changing and
is always unpredictable!
Mrs Sabir rewards the children during an assembly

Lunchboxes
We have children with severe allergies
to NUTS and KIWI so please DO NOT
send your children with these in their
lunchbox especially anything containing
nuts
i.e peanut butter or Nutella chocolate
spread.
Please be mindful that other chocolate
spreads also contain nuts so please read
the labels carefully before sending into
school.

School Nurse visits
Just a reminder that the school nurse
(Anne Campbell) currently visits school
on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of every
month at 9am. If you would like to meet
with her to discuss any issues concerning your child please drop in on those
days and let the front of"ice know. The
dates for visits this term are:
22nd September
13th October
10th November
24th November
8th December
After Christmas, Anne will be coming
into school once a month. If you need to
speak to her urgently she can also be
reached at Broadmeadow Health centre.
Please pop in and speak to Anne if you
want to "ind out more details. No appointment necessary.

A summer challenge was set by Mrs Sabir - who could
visit the Birmingham Book Benches and create a poster
to show their efforts? They were created by schools and
colleges across Birmingham and displayed throughout
the summer.
A huge well done to Kezie(Yr 2), Sophie(Yr 2) and Shona(Yr 1) for creating such wonderful posters showing
all the beautiful Book Benches they visited over the
summer holidays!
I only managed to see about 14 with my family, so "inding so many...and all of them in Sophie's case, is a real
achievement! Lots of fun was obviously had in the process!
I hope you have fun spending your WHSmith gift vouchers- you deserve them. The posters will be displayed in
the library.
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Reception
Swans class
settling in
The Swans have had a jam packed "irst
few weeks in school. They have settled
in very well and they are beginning to
become more familiar with our rules
and routines. They are making new
friends daily and they are already becoming quite independent with their
learning across the environment. We
are very proud of them!
The children have already learnt lots
about themselves and each other. They
are experts at understanding how to
keep clean and how we can keep those
germs and nasties away.
The children are now learning
about our senses. They have
already met Bonnie, a guide
dog, and they have learnt
how important Bonnie is
to people who are blind
or partially sighted. A
big thank
you to
Karen Henry
who brought Bonnie into school and
explained to the children how guide
dogs are trained and how they help
people with sight loss get out of their
homes and engage with their community, rebuilding their con"idence and
independence.

After school
club spaces
There are a few places available at
the following clubs
Homework Year 3-6
Basketball Year 5-6
Chess Year 4-6
Karaoke Year 3-6
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Nursery Chicks learn
about themselves
A very warm welcome
to the new Chicks in
Nursery! Miss Hancox
and Horsley have been
impressed by how well
the children are all coping with now doing full
days. Over the last few
weeks we have been
learning about ourselves. We have looked
at the Hungry Caterpillar and discussed the
foods that the caterpillar likes to eat and then moved on to discuss the foods
we like and dislike. After this we have been looking at
our appearance and have been painting our own Self
Portraits to display within the classroom. The children
looked in the mirror and told their friends something
about their face e.g I have blue eyes, the other children
had to put their hands up if they were the same and
leave their hands down if they were different, here we
are learning about similarities that connect us to and
differences that distinguish us from others.
We are looking forward to learning about different
Nursery Rhymes for the coming month.

Year 1 ‘All About Me’
The Puf"in class have
settled in to life in
the big school. Following all the new
routines well and
taking on board all
the new information.
This half term our
learning topic is a All
About Me, the children have learnt lot about themselves and each other. We have also learnt the whole
story of Funnybones using our Talk 4 Writing skills.

Silver Sports
Quality Mark
Achieved
As the new sporting calendar gets underway, we are delighted to announce that in
addition to our ‘Youth Sport Trust Silver’
quality mark and last year’s ‘Bronze
School Games Award’ we have now been
awarded the ‘School Games Silver Award’.
This is in recognition of the many inter
school sports competitions we have participated in and the delivery of PE during
curriculum time. We are very proud of our
achievements and will be aiming to
achieve Gold status in the coming year.
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New Dinner Menus
Jayne and team in the kitchen have worked extremely hard at pu0ng a
new and nutri ous and delicious menu for dinner me.
Thank you to our wonderful kitchen team for all their eﬀorts.
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Year 2 Toucans ‘Little Masterchef’ portraits
Toucans have settled into their
new class and routines amazingly
well! They have already done
some fantastic learning and are
getting used to all the lessons.
We have spent lots of time talking about rules and why we have
them and this has helped us all to
focus on staying on green on our
behaviour chart. We are also very
excited about the introduction of
silver and gold cards. These are
linked with our behaviours for
learning and lots of children have
had silver and gold cards already.
Our behaviours for learning are:
listening, concentration, pride,
perseverance, independence and
working with others.

In our English lessons we have
been reading Oliver’s Vegetables
by Vivian French. We have learnt
this story using Talk for Writing
and we have made some changes
to write our own versions. Our
stories were very impressive!
In our Maths lessons we have
been learning about place value.
We have used the dienes and
arrow cards to practise making,
reading and writing 2-digit numbers. We are getting much better
at splitting numbers into tens
and ones and have even started
to partition numbers in different
ways.
Our topic is ‘Little Masterchef’ so
we have already made portraits

of ourselves wearing our masterchef hats. We have also started to
learnt about different forms of
exercise and why they are important for keeping us "it and
healthy. Keep checking our blog
as we will soon have some "itness
videos on there for you to use.
In PE we have been doing Gymnastics and Dance. In Dance we
have been practising our teamwork skills by dancing in groups.
This was tricky at "irst but we are
really getting better at it now.
Photos and more information
about all the exciting things we
have been doing are updated regularly to our blog so please keep
checking and reading.

Year 3 Bluebirds Stone Age topic artwork
In Year 3 we have begun our topic
on the Stone Age. We have started by
looking at cave paintings and having
a go at some of our own in pencil.
We then progressed to using soft
pastels to create the colours that
they would have used.
Have a look at some of the amazing
artwork we have created.
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Year 4 Robins learn about living
things and their habitats

Year 6 Eagles
reminders

Robins have had great fun learning about living things and their
habitats. The class began by establishing what was meant by a
“habitat” and shared lots of stories about natural wildlife seen
around them. They have been
very busy ordering and drawing
food chains to show who the producers, consumers and predators
are. They have also enjoyed
grouping animals and have been

The Year 6 children have settled in well to their new
classroom; however it is taking a little time for them to
get used to the new ways of
working. Can we please ask
that for the "irst few weeks
you encourage them to
remember the things they
need to bring in every
week such as:

successful in presenting this information on both Carroll and
Venn diagrams. Robins have discovered environmental factors
that can affect living things such
as water pollution, litter, deforestation, urban development and
global warming. Over the next
couple of weeks, Robins will be
examining our school grounds to
discover what habitats we can
"ind!

Year 5
Kestrels
Stock’s
Farm trip
Year 5 have settled in
well to their learning
this term and greatly
enjoyed our trip to
Stock’s Farm in Worcestershire.
The children had great time
learning about the pollination
and growth of apple trees, picking and eating apples and seeing
hops being harvested and sorted
in the factory on site. All this "its
in directly with our Science and
Geography curriculum, which
will also provide inspiration for
our class Harvest Assembly on
Wednesday 12th October at
9.00am. It would be brilliant to
see as many parents and carers
as possible at the assembly, sup-
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• READING DIARIES
(signed) Every day
• HOMEWORK (No later
than Wednesday)
• PE KITS (Needed Monday
and Thursday, but better
if these stay in school, and
only come home each half
term for washing).
I am sure the children will be
used to the new ways of
working soon. Thank you for
your continued support.
- Mrs Croft—Year 6 Teacher

porting your children. Homework continues to be set on
Thursdays, due for the following
Wednesday. If your child is not
able to access Mathletics or
Spellodrome at home, please let
us know and will arrange for
them to use the computers at
school. Please feel free to speak
to us or write a message in the
Reading Record book if ever you
have a query about anything.
We look forward to a very enjoyable and successful year!
- Mr Johnston, Mrs Sabir and Miss
Lucas

Breakfast
Club
returns
after half
term for
Year 5 & 6
children

Bells Farm
IT update
On this page we will keep you up-to-date with any
ICT news from our school, and highlight any general ICT and online safety
issues that may aﬀect you or your child.

Improve
your child’s
spelling with
Spellodrome
This year every child is
now able to access our new spelling website in a
fun and engaging way!
At Bells Farm, we pride ourselves
in offering some of the best
educational resources for our
children. We are delighted to add
a new website this year which
your child can now use in school
and at home – Spellodrome.

Spellodrome is a spelling website,
which can be accessed on any
internet-enabled device. You can
use it on a computer, iPad or any
tablet by going on to the website
www.spellodrome.com and click
Sign In. Your child’s username and

password sent out in a letter
earlier this month.
If you need any further advice or
help, please arrange an
appointment with the school
of"ice to see Mr Baddhan.
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Uniform sale
There will be a school uniform sale for Reception and Nursery
on Monday 10th October after school by the front of the school,
prices varying from 50p to £1 per item and one the following
Monday 17th for the rest of the school in the playground .

Parent Volunteers
Needed!
If you are interested in volunteering,
we would love to have your help with
reading in school, supporting on trips
and other events in school. Please see
Mrs Jones and let her know what days
and times you would be available.

Parent/carers’
Forum

Macmillan Cancer
coffee morning
Macmillan Cancer coffee morning will be held on Friday 30th
September from 9.0clock until 10.15 in school dining room.
All welcome. Donations of homemade or bought cakes will be
gratefully received!
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Our "irst meeting for the school
year will be on Monday 10th October from 1.30 – 2.30 pm. We are
very interested in inviting new
members to our Forum. It will give
you a chance to discuss areas of
school operations and development
and to discuss ways forward with
any issues or concerns. Please let
Mrs Jones at the front of"ice know if
you are interested in joining.

After School Clubs

Term Planner
Please note – these are known dates so far this term. Letters will
be sent out for any additional dates for individual classes.

Date

Events

Friday 30th September

• MacMillan coffee morning
9-10.30am All welcome
• Pyjama Day – Non uniform
£1 donation

Wednesday 5th
October

School photographs—see letter sent
out or on our website letters section

Monday 10th October

• Parent/carers’ Forum meeting

3.15pm- 4.15pm
Monday

Art - Year 4-6
Football - Year 5-6

Tuesday

Computing - Year 3-6
Homework Club - Year 3-6
Art and Craft – Year 1-3
Basketball – Year 5-6

Wednesday

Hockey – Year 4-6

Thursday Football – Year 3-4

Film Club – Year 5-6
Chess – Year 4-6
Karaoke – Year 3-6

Friday

Choir – Year 4-6

• Uniform sale for Nursery and
Reception class
Wednesday 12th
October

Harvest Assembly by Year 5:
All welcome

Thursday 13th October

Reception class trip to Pizza
Express

Monday 17th October

Uniform sale

Thursday 20th October

Parents evening – more info to
follow

Monday 24th – Friday
28th October
The assembly video
Monday 31st October
and special ‘Happy’
video3rd
willNovember
be available
Thursday
to purchase for £2.50
from
September.
Tuesday
8th
November

Half Term

Week Commencing
Monday 14th November

Anti-bullying week

Thursday 8th December

Reception Nativity Play 9 – 10 am

Friday 9th December

Christmas Fayre - more info to
follow

Friday 16th December

• Carol Concert

Value Words This Term
Children back to school
School disco 4.30-6pm
Year 1 trip to Think Tank

Responsibility
Tolerance
Freedom
Though,ulness
Scan the QR code to visit
our website

• Last Day of Term

School re-opens for Spring term on
Tuesday 3rd January 2017
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