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United against bullying

Bells Farm’s united stance against bullying as we
Welcomeform
backafrom
heart shape during anti-bullying week.
the Headteacher

Welcome from the
Headteacher

Learning workshops
First of all, can I say a big thank you to
all the parents and carers who took the
time to support their children’s
elcome to the November
learning by attending the workshops
issue of the school
on offer this half term. Mrs Hill, our
newsletter. Once again, it
Foundation Stage leader, was thrilled
has been a very busy half term with so to see so many parents and carers
much going on, and plenty of events
attend the phonics workshop to see
ahead! As we count down the days to a what teaching of phonics involves in
certain man arriving on his sleigh, let’s the early years. Miss Williams, leading
have a look at some of the highlights so Key Stage 1 was equally happy to
far….
welcome so many of you to the reading

W

Con nues on page 2

Enjoying our learning…
...aiming for excellence.

Random acts
of kindness
See Page 3

Con nued from page 1

workshop, to 3ind out how reading
develops through the key stage and
the kinds of activities we engage
your children in so that they can
become lifelong readers as well as
meeting the new standards
expected by the end of key stage 1.
Mr Johnston, our Maths leader,
then organised a series of
workshops for parents and carers
of key stage 2 children. This was a
great chance to see how a typical
lesson is organised in maths, as we
teach children to master maths
topics.
Mr Baddhan ran another successful
e-Safety workshop, and was joined
by parents, carers and governors. It
is so valuable to keep up to date
with the e-safety messages, and I
know the Digital Council also
played their part very well in
sharing the key messages with you
all. Your evaluations have been
very positive for all of these
workshops and are warmly
welcomed as a key part of our
home school partnership. Please
continue to let us know if there are
other kinds of workshop which you
would welcome in order to support
your children at home.
End of key stage results
We received our summary of all the
statutory assessments which your
children completed in the summer
in years Reception, 1, 2 and 6. The
results were very pleasing in what
was a dif3icult 3irst year for schools,
as the methods of assessment and
the expectations of children had
changed considerably since last
year. The details of these results
are on the website for you to view,
but the headlines are:
• Reception class: ahead of national
results for achievement of a Good
Level of Development (school:
70%; national average 69%)
• Year 1: ahead of national for the
phonics screening test (school
87%; national average 81%)
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• Year 2: ahead of national for
expected standard or better in:
- reading ( school: 83%; national
74%)
- writing (school 70%; national
66%)
- maths (school 83%; national:
73%)
• Year 6: ahead of national for
expected standard or better in:
- Reading (school 78%; national
53%)
- Maths (school: 81%; national
70%)
- Grammar, Punctuation and

Spelling (school 88%; national
72%)
We were just behind national for
writing (69% compared to 74%)
and will keep up the hard work to
ensure this improves next year and
in future years.
So another great set of results for
the school – purely down to the
hard work and determination of
the children, the staff and of course,
you - the parents and carers
supporting the children to do their
very best. Congratulations all
round!

RE Audit Monitoring
We had a visit from The Local Authority as part of their monitoring of how schools teach RE, and how they deal with safeguarding issues related to extremism in Birmingham. I am very
pleased to report that the visit was an extremely positive one,
with no issues concerns noted. Our visitor, Ms Helen Grundy
was very impressed with how we teach RE and thoroughly enjoyed the assembly and RE lesson which she visited. She was
also impressed with our safeguarding procedures, which we
have given the highest priority to. Some of her observations are
quoted below:

Behaviour is
exemplary. Children
listen a en vely and
are keen to share
their thoughts, pu ng
hands up to do so

Children give their
own thank you ‘in
their heart’ and
have me to feel
apprecia on
internally for their
freedoms.
Powerful moment.

Children talk to
me happily and
have sensible
ideas about what
they are feeling
and thinking

Good behaviour
management and
strategies. Teacher insists on all children
being on task and
listening to each other

Staﬀ well trained in
safeguarding. Staﬀ know
that they need to bring
up the most minor
concern

Anti-bullying Week

Year 2 Toucans watching a
video about cyber-bullying

Last week was National Anti-Bullying Week. As the
theme for the week was ‘Power for Good’ the whole
school came together to think about how they can use
the powers they have for good. The children successfully took part in activities to support their understanding of the different types of bullying that exist,
their rights to be happy and safe, and their responsibilities towards preventing bullying. The activities
that your child did in the school were part of our preventative work, and will help all the children in the
school understand what bullying is, how it feels and
what to do if it happens to them or if they see it happening to someone else. Throughout school, there
were random acts of kindness completed, letters written to a 3ictional character who was being bullied and
lots of discussions on recognising that not all unkind
behaviour is bullying. Visit our school website to see
the letters that the children wrote and the blogs to see
some of the activities that were completed.

Children in Need

Thank you to everyone who dressed “spotty”
on Friday. The total we raised for Children in
Need was £153.85. Well done everyone!
Also congratulations to Dillon, Dana and
Lucas on their beautiful winning entries
(above) in the Pudsey colouring competition.

Year 4 discuss random acts of kindness

Dinner money reminder
Dinner money
should be paid at
the beginning of
each week, it should
be put into a sealed
envelope with your
child’s name, class
and amount clearly
written on the front.
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Attendance and Punctuality reminders
Bells Farm school day commences at 9.00am, if
your child is late for school you are required to
accompany your child into school and give the
reason as to why they are late. I would also like
to reiterate that every time your child is late for
school it affects their attendance percentage and
they are missing valuable learning time.
If your child is ill, you are required to inform the
school by 9.10am by telephoning 0121-6758666 option 1 and leaving a message. When
your child has a medical appointment again you
need to inform the school and give a copy of the
appointment letter/card to the front of3ice.

Thank you to
parent volunteers!

A big thank you to all parent volunteers and
staff for their help and support at the Autumn Disco. we raised £196.13 which will be
put to school fund .
Also a big thank you to Becketts Farm for
their donation of 200 apples for our apple
bobbing game.
Christmas Fayre
Our Xmas Fayre is on Friday
December 9th.3.30-5.30.This will
be a non uniform day!
There will be lots of games and stalls for
children to enjoy, ranging from 20p upwards .Please look for posters for more information.
Parents are invited and children must be
accompanied by an adult.
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`I’m here and on time
at 9.00am’

5th December – 9th December 2016

The aim of the week is to encourage pupils to be at
school ready to start the day at 9.00am and attend
each day. Children can earn 2 ticks a day, one for
being in school and another for arriving on time
before register closes.
Pupils who get all 10 ticks over the week will receive a special attendance prize and a raf3le ticket
to be entered into the class draw. One child from
each class will be picked out in our attendance
assembly in January 2017 and receive a prize.

Year 1’s ThinkTank
experience
The Puf3in
class enjoyed
an amazing
experience at
the ThinkTank.
They had fantastic time
learning all
about different
aspects of science. They
mostly enjoyed the Light and Dark interactive lesson
they took part in, it was a great kick start to their Light
and Dark topic. Since returning to school the children
have been applying what they learnt and have even created their own shadow puppet show.

Year 5/6 basketball team
3inish second in group
Bells Farm Year 5
and 6 children participated in the
King Heath Partnership Basketball
Tournament on
Tuesday (15th November 2016). We
3inished second in
our group narrowly
missing the 3inal by
1 basket.
We lost our 3irst
game by only 1 basket against Hollywood (the eventual
winners of the tournament). The next game we won 8-0
against Yardley Wood and lastly we won 8-0 against Chilcote. We played very well as a team with baskets scored
by 5 out of 8 players in the team. A very impressive all
round performance.

Bells Farm take part
in 3irst handball
tournament
A mix of Year 5
and 6 children
participated in
the Kings Heath
School Games
Handball Tournament at
Kings Heath
Boys School.
It was the 3irst
time we have
entered a handball competition and we are very pleased to
have 3inished in 3rd place. We played really
well and have gained valuable experience in
a sport which is very new to us.
The tournament took place on Tuesday 11th
October 2016.
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Digital Council
cyber-bullying
assembly
As part of anti-bullying week,
our e-Safety group held an
assembly on how to report
issues related to online abuse
including text messaging.
Our award-winning Digital Council
did their latest assembly about cyberbullying, which 3itted in as part of anti
-bullying week.
The children went through what
cyber-bullying is and bullying using
technologies including iPads, tablets

Parent
workshop
proves
popular
Our supportive
parents and carers
attended our online
safety workshop to help
keep their children safe
on the internet.
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and computers. The council members
also reminded everyone to be nice on
the internet—being respectful.
Some good website suggestions were
offered including educational
websites to keep children learning at
home too.

BANNED WEBSITES
A reminder the following
websites remain banned in
school and should be
encouraged not be used at
home too.
• Movie Star Planet
• Roblox
• Five Nights at Freddy’s
If you would like to discuss
why these websites
banned, please speak to
Mr Baddhan.

e-Safety parent survey results
Thank you to all the 81 parents that completed our
e-Safety surveys. Your feedback is greatly appreciated and
gives the Digital Council topics to discuss aspects to
improve e-Safety provision in the school.
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Year 2’s trip to Tesco
as they prepare to
become Little
Masterchefs!

Sahara’s PowerPoint

This half term Toucans are going
to become Little Masterchefs! We
are learning about healthy food
and will soon be opening our very
own Healthy snack Café ; keep
checking the blog for more information. As part of our topic we
have made ourselves Masterchef
hats, and on Tuesday 8th November we visited Tesco in Hall Green
to take part in a “Farm to Fork”
Workshop.
When we arrived we met Thelma.
She was the person who showed
us around and introduced us to
everyone else. The 3irst place we
went to was the bakery. We learnt
about the different stages of making bread: 3irst they mix it, then
divide it, then they prove it and
3inally they bake it. We even got to
have a go at making our own
bread. Bakers Ben and Thelma
made it look a lot easier than it
actually was!
Next we met Tina who worked on
the 3ish counter. She introduced us
to different types of 3ish. We
looked at them and learnt their
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names. It was interesting to look
inside their
mouths and gills.
Tina had some
octopus on her
counter so we
looked at them
too. Did you know
they have beaks?
We were very
impressed with
them and all the
different 3ish.
After that we
moved along to the cheese counter
where Theresa told us all about 3
sorts of cheeses which we then
tried. Applewood was a smoked
cheese and tasted a bit like a BBQ.
Wensleydale with mango and ginger was our least favourite! Nearly
all of us liked the Five Counties
cheese which is made in 5 different places in England. We learnt
that cheese can come from different animals: cows, goats, sheep
and buffalo.
Next we went into the warehouse

at the back of the store. We went
in the fridge, it was a bit chilly at 2
degrees! We were surprised at
how big it was. Then we went
looked at the freezer which was 22 degrees!
Finally we went into the meeting
room where we tried some of the
breads we had watched being
cooked. We tried tiger bread
which most of us thought was delicious! We also had a drink and
some fruit which we needed after
all that walking around!

Residential Reminder
As you will all know, the
children have brought
home a letter detailing the
Year 6 have had a super
half term studying the Bir- forthcoming residential
mingham-born artist Tre- trip scheduled for May
2017. As of today, there are
vor Lay. They studied
work produced by the art- still 15 children that have
ist and experimented with not returned the letter saying whether they would
chalk and oil pastels to
like to go or not. In order
create the same effects as
the artist himself. Here are for us to make a 3irm booking we require the letter
some of the completed
paintings. I'm sure you will and £5.00 deposit returnagree...they have tuned out ing urgently. Thank you for
your co-operation.
rather well.

Year 6 study about Trevor Lay

Reception Swans
class learn about
celebrations
The Swans are
currently learning
about different
kinds of celebrations. So far we
have learnt about
Bon3ire Night,
Diwali and Birthdays. The children
will soon be learning about weddings
and they will have the opportunity to
compare a Christian wedding with a
Hindu wedding. The Swans are very
busy because they are also currently
practising for their Christmas Nativity. This year the Swans will perform
‘Shine Star, Shine’ on Thursday 8th
December at 9:30am. Shine Star,
Shine is a charming nativity about a
big star, who must show everyone the
way to the stable where a special baby has been born. The problem is he
just can’t shine. How will the shepherds and kings 3ind their way? You
will have to wait and see. Don’t forget
to get your tickets. £1 a ticket and a
maximum of 4 tickets per family.

Nursery Chicks act out a
play on stage
This half term the children
have enjoyed welcoming Miss
Cass back to Nursery after
her maternity leave. They
have also engaged well with
the Characteristics of Effective Learning that we have
worked hard to introduce;
they enjoy being told if they
have been learning like a
"Concentrating Crocodile"
"Go For It Gorilla" or a "I
know Rhino". The children
are de3initely displaying "I
Know Rhino" behaviour when

they are using the stage; they
are beginning to start adding
a storyline to their play and
base this on what they already know. We are really
looking forward to all of the
Christmas activities that we
have coming up.

Year 3 learn about rocks and fossils
We have really enjoyed learning about rocks
and fossils in science this term.
In our last lesson we learnt how fossils were
made from animals that died millions of
years ago and left a mould in the rock.
We looked at real life fossils and guessed
what the animal may have been millions of
years ago.
We have made our own fossil by making the print of an animal in
play dough and then 3illing up the mould with plaster of paris.
When we pulled off the play dough it revealed the mould of the
animal in the rock which we will then paint.
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Year 5 Kestrels learn
about Claude Monet
Kestrels have greatly
enjoyed learning
about Claude Monet
and creating nonchronological reports
about him. They
have used their computing skills to create
detailed PowerPoints, always focussing on structuring
Sahara’s PowerPoint
their work so that
information is easily accessible for the reader.
Mr Baddhan has been working directly with our class this half
term, learning programming on Scratch, understanding variables and axes. The children have also been learning Excel – inputting and analysing historical weather data, 3inding the average and the sum of a speci3ic year and creating various charts.
Examples of their work can be found on our class blog.
It was brilliant to be able to
welcome so many parents
and carers to our Maths
Workshop. The children
loved working with the
adults and explaining the
methods that they use in
school. All adults were very
positive about the sessions
and said that it will enable
them to help their children with their maths more easily.
We look forward to 3inishing our Geography topic on Mountains,
Volcanoes and Earthquakes and the Day of Explosions that will
inspire much of our Science learning.

Year 4 Robins
work on
multiplication
and times tables
In Maths,
children
have learning their
times tables
and working on multiplication. English
lessons have involved writing
explanations which began with
everyone inventing and designing
their own special machine!
Robins have really enjoyed 3inding out how sound travels and
how ears work in Science. The
class watched an interesting animation to travel down inside the
ear to see what happens. They
discovered sound is made from
vibrations which travel through
air particles.
In Topic, Robins have been examining Greek pots in order to recreate their own versions. The children have also been busy 3inding
out about all the Greek gods and
have especially liked listening to a
rap song, to learn all about the
gods’ abilities and symbols! The
children have continued to practise their pieces in weekly guitar
lessons and have also been learning about (and singing!) the song
“Mamma Mia”.

Mathletics Numeracy Challenge
Children in Years 3-6 can take
part in the Mathletics Numeracy
Challenge, which has started
this week. This is a national
maths challenge focused on stu-
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dents mastering curriculum
activities and practicing their
mental maths skills – all while
getting excited and engaged
with maths! Prizes are awarded

for top performing schools. Ask
your child’s class teacher or Mr
Baddhan if you need more information. Children will have their
logins for Mathletics.

Bells Farm
Computing update
On this page we will keep you up-to-date with any
ICT news from our school, highlight children’s work and online safety issues
that may aﬀect you or your child.

Year 5 count in
Roman Numerals
using Scratch
As part of this term’s
Computing with Mr Baddhan,
Year 5 Kestrels have done
some counting using
Roman Numerals in Scratch
Year 5 Kestrels have been
enjoying programming in
Scratch this term using their
understanding of variables.
They were shown how to get
their sprites to count in
Roman Numerals. The
children were asked to work
out an algorithm to get two of
their sprites to count upto ten,
one sprite in standard

counting and the
other sprite in
Roman Numerals.
The Kestrels were
asked to use the
variable blocks,
repeat and if, else
functions in the task.
You can see examples of the
children’s completed work on
the Year 5 class blog.

Scratch at home
Scratch is a free software which can be
downloaded to a computer or laptop.
A basic app version is also available on
iPads and tablets called Scratch Junior.

Adding sound atmosphere to stories
During another Computing lesson, Year 5 learned a new program called
Audacity – a sound editing tool. It allows children to edit their recordings
and then add sound effects. They were tasked to add atmosphere to their
stories . See examples of their work on the Year 5 blog.
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After School Clubs

Term Planner
Please note – these are known dates so far this term. Letters will
be sent out for any additional dates for individual classes.

Date

Events

Wednesday 7th December

Christmas Lunch for the children

Thursday 8th December

Reception Nativity Play 9.15am

Friday 9th December

Christmas Fayre

Friday 16th December

• Carol Concert (9.15am start)
• Christmas Jumper day
• Last Day of Term

Tuesday 3rd January

Teacher training day – school closed

Wednesday 4th January

School re-opens for Spring term

3.15pm- 4.15pm
Monday

Art - Year 4-6
Football - Year 5-6

Tuesday

Computing - Year 3-6
Homework Club - Year 3-6
Art and Craft – Year 1-3
Basketball – Year 5-6

Wednesday

Hockey – Year 4-6

Thursday Football – Year 3-4

Film Club – Year 5-6
Chess – Year 4-6
Karaoke – Year 3-6

Friday

Choir – Year 4-6

School re-opens for Spring term on
Wednesday 4th January 2017

Value Words This Term
The assembly video
and special ‘Happy’
video will be available
to purchase for £2.50
from September.

Responsibility
Tolerance
Freedom
Though5ulness
Scan the QR code to visit
our website
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