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Inspiring Experience

Bells Farm choir perform at Young Voices concert —
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their “breathtaking” experiences on page 2
the Headteacher
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these events and seen for myself how
the curriculum has come alive. It was
such a privilege for me to accompany
the children and staff who lead the
elcome to the January
choir (Miss Procter and Mrs Johnson)
edition of the newsletter. As to the Young Voices event at the NEC
we approach the end of the last week – more about that later!
&irst half term, I can report that it has,
Parents’ Evening
as usual, been a busy and eventful start
to 2017. I have had the pleasure of
You will shortly be receiving an
seeing very bright and happy faces
invitation to sign up for Parents’
evening which will give you a clear
coming back from various trips and
excursions – developing skills in sport, picture of how hard your children have
music, history and geography. I have
Con nues on page 2
read some wonderful writing about
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Enjoying our learning…
...aiming for excellence.

Year 4 create
Greek vases
See Page 3

Choir
children
take part
in Young
Voices
The Bells Farm choir children
attended a breathtaking event
this month to perform and sing
alongside other schools. The
Young Voices concert provided
the opportunity our children to
attend the Genting Arena and
songs they have been practising
for the last few months. Here’s an
eye witness report of what some
of the Year 4 children through of
the experience:
Daisy said: “We really enjoyed
Young Voices, it was even better
than I thought it would be. Everybody enjoyed singing and dancing altogether. At night all the
parents and teachers- came to
watch us. I wish we can do it every day. My favourite part was
singing to ‘For those about to

rock’.”
Tiffanie and
Cara said: “We
really enjoyed
going to
Young Voices.
It was a totally awesome experience when we sat down at the
Genting Arena! Cara’s favourite
part of the show was the beat
boxing. Tiffanie’s favourite part
of the show was when she heard
a singer called Natalie. It inspired
Tiffanie to sing and it inspired
Cara to beat-box!”
Sophie Swain said: “We went to
Young Voices and we loved it!
There were over 6000 people
there and we all sang together. It

sure your children have the time
and space to have this “little and
been working. Thank you, as ever, often” approach to their learning at
for supporting us to help your
home.
As usual, the weather remains very
children make good progress this
British and therefore
term – through our homework
policy and your engagement with
unpredictable, so don’t put those
coats and hats away yet! We have
the school. It is so important to
keep those vital skills going – skills asked children not to wear baseball
such as reading, and learning
caps in school as these have caused
number bonds and times tables. We a few issues, and also tend to go
see daily what a difference it
missing. Woolly hats are of course
makes, so please continue to make appropriate for the weather and

Con nued from page 1
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was a great experience singing in
front of everyone. It was so much
fun.
There were school banners
(including our school’s banner)
everywhere and there was a Conductor called David .This year
was the 20th year for Young
Voices. The best thing was when
we were rapping and dancing.
We would love to go there again.
We sang a song with Natalie
Wood. We danced with Urban

are perfectly suitable for school –
peaked caps are best left until the
sunnier times of the year (not for a
while yet!) Thank you for observing
this rule.
Please enjoy reading the rest of the
newsletter and don’t forget to keep
checking your children’s class
blogs. Thank you to those of you
who make comments on the blogs
– we would welcome even more
responses as your children love to
get this feedback from you.

Anti-bullying
Week
Class
News
Year 1’s wintery
scene collages
After a fantastic
start to 2016,
the
Puf&ins have
returned in
2017 with great
enthusiasm for
this cold season
and we started
creating fantastic wintery scene collages in
art. We have got so much to look forward to
this term, learning all about communities
from around the world and toys from the
past and present. We also have a school trip
to the Butter&ly Farm on Wednesday 15th
March to look forward to, enhancing our
learning in science when we learn all about
animals

Year 4 create Greek vases
In English and Maths,
Robins have been very
busy writing wonderful
fantasy stories and learning all about fractions in
Maths.
Robins have been putting
their geographical skills to
the test recently, learning
about directions, the
points of a compass and
identifying symbols on
Ordnance Survey maps.
Over the next two weeks,
they will develop further
by using grid references.

These skills will be put to
good use when they investigate maps of our local
area along with studying
how Druids Heath has
changed over time.
Before moving on the
digital photography in Art,
Robins enjoyed an afternoon making clay Greek
vases recently. There
were some beautiful creations which will hopefully
be painted and photos will
be posted on the Year 4
blog page.

Year 3’s topic about
Ancient Egypt
This term we are
moving on to our
new topic – Ancient
Egypt
In this topic we will
be learning all
about the life of
Ancient Egyptians
including their worship of gods, mummi&ication and
the afterlife.
We will be getting creative during this topic, making a
real mummy to wrap up in bandages and a sarcophagus to put him in, as well making canopic jars so we
have somewhere to put his
organs!
In Art we will be completing
a unit of work on selfportraits and masks, ending
with making masks out of
paper mache which we will
then paint and decorate.
On the right is one fantastic
mask that was made last
year!

Thank you!
A big thankyou to
everyone who supported
and also stayed over to
help with our &irst
Christmas Fayre!
We’re sure you will agree
it was a great success.
It was good to see so
many parents and
children attending and
enjoying the evening.
Also thank you to Tescos
for donating the
ingredients for decorating our gingerbread men.
We raised £447 which
will go into school funds!
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Class News

In the second week of the
half term, Kestrels enjoyed a
fascinating trip to the Think
Tank, beginning their exploration of the Earth and Space
and stimulating further research once they returned to
school. The children are
displaying excellent behaviours for learning, develop-
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ing their understanding of
fractions and creating their
own paths of investigation
for their Anglo-Saxons History topic. Please continue to
read with your children every night and support them in
consolidating their key skills
for their learning – number
facts and spellings.

Year 4 gymnastics team
&inish second
We took part in the School
Games Year 4 Gymnastics Competition on Tuesday 10th January 2017. We had to perform a
set &loor sequence including cartwheels, forward rolls, backward
rolls and shoulder stands. We
also had to perform 2 vaults
whilst being marked by quali&ied
judges. Once all the scores were

Cara and
Tiffanie excel
in gymnastics

in the results were announced.
We &inished second in a
competition that as of a very high
standard.
Results were as follows:
1st The Oaks
2nd Bells Farm
3rd Yardley Wood
4th Chilcote
5th Hollywood
Further good news from the Y4 Gymnastics
Competition on 10th January 2017. The results for
the individual &loor and vault have been forwarded to
all competing schools and we are delighted to report
that Cara has been awarded 1st place for the &loor
and vault competition and therefore 1st place overall.
In addition, Tiffanie was awarded 2nd place for the
vault and 3rd place overall.
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Safer Internet
Week activities
Our annual celebration of Safer
Internet takes place week
commencing 6th February.
The Digital Council will be presenting an assembly
during Safer Internet Week. They will be
discussing various aspects of online safety
including positive websites we can all use and
those we should be careful about.
We will also be holding a Parent Workshop on
Wednesday 8th February 2017 at 9.15am. Please
come and join us.

Year 4 to be interviewed
to join the
Digital
Council
Year 4 children have submitted
their application forms to join our
e-Safety group—the Digital
Council.
They will be joining our already
solid mix of Year 5 and Year 6
children as well as staff and
governors.
The next part of the process will
be to invite them to an interview
to answer some questions with Mr
Baddhan, Mrs Hughes and Mrs
Butterworth.
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BANNED WEBSITES
A reminder the following
websites remain banned in
school and should be
encouraged not be used at
home too.
• Movie Star Planet
• Roblox
• Five Nights at Freddy’s
If you would like to discuss
why these websites
banned, please speak to
Mr Baddhan.

Website risks ‘Musical.ly’
A letter has been sent out to make
parents / carers aware of a website called Musical.ly due to some e
-Safety concerns behind it. The
website is also available as an app
on the iPads and other tablets.
What is Musical.ly?
Musical.ly allows children to make
and share 15 second music videos.
These feature users lip-syncing to
the latest songs provided by the

app, singing their own
songs or doing comedy
skits.
What do parents need
to watch out for?
• Chatting to strangers
• Giving abuse to, or
receiving abuse from, other children
• Sharing your child’s videos to
other people

If you need any further
information about this, please arrange an appointment to see
Mr Baddhan.
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Class News

Year 2 children make
an exciting discovery!
ings inside and read the letter—see purple image (right).
We were then super-excited to
try and &ind out who PP was
and what &ilm he was talking about.
We continued looking through the
PowerPoint
bag andSahara’s
the more
things we
found the more we were convinced PP was de&initely an
explorer of some sort. He had
some warm gloves, a hat, a
woolly scarf, a compass, a
clock, a torch, some matches
and lots of other things that
suggested he explored in cold
places. We then found a
memory stick which had the
&ilm he spoke about in his
letter. We watched it and discovered that PP was actually
We decided the only way to &ind
Professor Pole who is a nature exout was to explore it for ourselves. plorer.
Inside we found a backpack and a
He told us he explores all over the
bag. Naly very cleverly spotted
North Pole and is particularly interthere was a note sticking out of the ested in polar bears. He asked for
backpack and everyone was very
our help with 3 things which we
excited to read it. We took our &ind- are interested to &ind out more
We started our new year with a
very exciting discovery, because on
the &irst day of the new term there
was a tent! We shared some ideas
about who it might belong to and
what sort of tent it might be:

about. We will keep you informed
about how we get on with our research.
We have also reading books by
Hans deBeer. He writes a series of
books about a little polar bear and
we are currently writing our own.
Keep checking the Year 2 blog for
more information.

Skoolbo World Cup

Maths practice for Year 6

The annual Skoolbo World Cup literacy and
numeracy challenge drew in some fantastic
competition amongst our children, they all did
really well but the top &ive high scoring children
were:
1. Cody—Year 6 (1790)
2. Nimca—Year 5 (1227)
3. Leah Mc—Year 6 (1137)
4. Kayleigh—Year 4 (1067)
5. Jimmy—Year 6 (811)

It is so important that Year 6 have lots of opportunities to practice their maths skills, and
this year is no exception...on Friday the children took part in solving a mystery in the
form of 'Ski sabotage'. They were put into
teams and had to &ind the guilty saboteur by
solving maths problems. They were solving
clues by using their knowledge of various
topics such as: Fractions, Co-ordinates and
Roman Numerals. The children really enjoyed
the activity and it was a great way to have
some fun whilst testing their maths
knowledge.
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Bells Farm
Computing update
On this page we will keep you up-to-date with any
ICT news from our school, highlight children’s work and online safety issues
that may aﬀect you or your child.

Year 3 create
eBooks about
Ancient Egypt
During Computing this
term, Year 3 learned about Year 3 present and share their
eBooks to the rest of the class
using different search
engines, they researched various facts about
Ancient Egypt then created their own eBooks.
Year 3 have been comparing
different search engines to
collect facts to use in their own
eBooks.
Theu researched on their
chosen topic:
– Gods and goddesses
– Pyramids
– Temples

– Egyptian Life
The children learned more about
eBooks and that an eBook is a
book on the internet, readable
on iPads, laptops, computers
mobile phones etc.
Bluebirds used Purple Mash to
make their eBooks including all
the facts they researched.

Scratch Lion
Year 5 Kestrels used their
knowledge in Scratch to program a roaring lion. They constructed a lion using lego and
then used motor block in
Scratch to set the right amount
of power and duration.
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After School Clubs

Term Planner

3.15pm- 4.15pm

Please note – these are known dates so far this term. Letters will
be sent out for any additional dates for individual classes.

Monday

Football – Year 5-6

Date

Events

Tuesday

Computing - Year 3-6
Homework Club - Year 3-6
Basketball – Year 4-6

Friday 3rd February

Phonic workshop – Reception

Tuesday 7th February

Planetarium in school for Year 5
and Reception

Wednesday

Multi Skills – Year 1-2

Thursday Football – Year 3-4

Film Club – Year 1-2
Film Club – Year 3-4

Wednesday 8th February Online Safety Parent Workshop
9.15am
Friday 10th February

Digital Council e-Safety assembly
9.10am

Tuesday 14th February

Reception play, stay and chat

Thursday 16th February

• Reception play, stay and chat
• Parent evening – info to follow

Friday 17th February

Year 4 trip to Sikh temple

Friday

Choir – Year 4-6

Half Term 20th - 24th February
Monday 27th February

Children return to school

Thursday 2nd March

World Book Day – dress up, info to
follow

Wednesday 15th March

Year 1 trip to Butterfly Farm

Friday 24th March

Red Nose Day – children wear
something red for charity.

Tuesday 4th April

Year 2 to Billesley for Multiskills

Wednesday 5th April

• Year 1 to Billesley for Multiskills
• Reception and Nursery Easter
workshop
• Year 4 class assembly

Easter holiday 10th – 21st April
Monday 24th April
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Children return to school

Value Words This Term

Apprecia on
Caring
Honesty
Scan the QR code to visit
our website

