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Happy Easter from all the children and staff...

Welcome from the
Headteacher

W

elcome to the
March edition of
the Bells Farm
newsletter. Well, as we enter
the last two weeks of the term,
I can report that it has been as
busy as ever! First of all, I
would like to express my
thanks to all of you for
supporting us last week to
keep everyone safe by coming
to school quickly to pick up
your children. Obviously,
when anyone smells gas, there
is no time to waste and the
children were evacuated
immediately from the building
onto the ,ield. They did this
very sensibly and proved to us
just how good they can react
to an emergency. Thankfully,
we were lucky with the
weather that day, and for
those children who had to wait
a little longer, they did so
without any complaints –
enjoying a bit of spring
sunshine! The problem was
resolved by National Grid and
our gas engineers. There was a
faulty valve on one of the
boilers and so the gas was
immediately cut off. This was
replaced during Wednesday.
afternoon and the system
Con nues on page 2

Year 1’s trip to the Butter,ly Farm
See page 3

Enjoying our learning…

Comic Relief
fundraising
See Page 3

Con nued from page 1

certi,ied as safe. It’s the ,irst time
we have had to close the school on
a school day, but I am sure you
understand the safety implications
in this case.
The Mother’s day assembly had to
be postponed, so I am looking
forward to seeing Year 3 putting
their rehearsal into practice on
Wednesday. This is always such a
lovely assembly, and an extra treat
for Year 3 mums after your
Mother’s Day weekend.
Staf ing updates
We said goodbye this term to two
members of staff – Mrs Rose and
Miss Lucas who have gone to
pastures new. I am sure you will
join me in thanking them for their
wonderful service to the school –
both in class and in After School
Club. Miss Johnson has since
joined us in the After School Club,
and with her particular interest in
supporting Foundation stage
children is proving to be a real
asset to the team. We are also
saying goodbye to Miss Hancox in
Nursery at the end of this week, as

she has secured a Nursery
management position much closer
to home. I know that she will miss
the children, but de,initely won’t
miss her long journey in each day
from Worcester! I would like to
take this opportunity to thank her
for her vital contributions to the
school team.
SATS
It’s that time of year again! The
children in Year 6 will be taking
their end of key stage tests in the
week commencing 8th May.

Children in Year 2 will be taking
tests during May and June in small
groups. Please note that we are
open to Year 6 only on Thursday
4th May (local election day) to
give them some extra revision
lessons as it will be quite a short
week otherwise. There will be no
after school provision on this day
however, so parents/carers are
asked to pick their children up at
3.15, from the front entrance of the
school. If your child usually has a
school dinner, a packed lunch will
be provided on that day.

on mental health
Easter hamper Guidance
Bells Farm are taking part in a programme of work with Forward
Thinking Birmingham – the aim of which is to try and improve joint
raf,le tickets
working between local schools and mental health services. As part
Parent Volunteers will be selling
raf,le tickets in the playground
after school every night from
Monday 27th March till Tuesday
4th April, (weather permitting)
These are £1.00 a strip.
Also year 6 will be selling raf,le
tickets to the children at lunch
times and playtimes on the
above dates too.
The draw will
take place after
year 4s Assembly
on Wednesday
April 5th.
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of this work we will be looking at a range of advice and guidance
around mental health and emotional well-being. School will identify
an Emotional Wellbeing Champion who can support children, staff
and parents in this area. If you wish to know more about this or
have an issue that you would like to discuss please contact Mrs
Knipe who is the Emotional Wellbeing champion in the school.

Emotional
and
well-being
support
Pause – Pause is a dropin service to support
young children and people up to the age of 25.
Its aim is to support
those with emotional
well-being issues and
provides access to youth
workers, counsellors
and other mental health
professionals. Lea,lets
about the service will be
left in the front entrance
of the school if you wish
to know more information or ask to speak
to Mrs Knipe to ,ind out
more.

Year 3 and 5
swimming
Year 3 will begin
their swimming
lessons taking place
at Tiverton Pool and
Fitness Centre in
Selly Oak.
There will be 5
sessions 1 per week.
The lessons will take
place from Thursday
27th April then every
Thursday for 5 weeks
from10.00am till
11.00am.
Year 5 will take part
in swimming lessons
after May half term.

We raised £302.14 for
Comic Relief including a
special donation from Year 2 Toucans who
donated £20 from their café sales.

The Puf,ins had a fantastic trip to the
Butter,ly Farm. They spent the day
learning all about the life cycle of a
butter,ly. They got to explore and
see a variety of butter,lies in the enclosure they could walk through and
the children were very brave when
the butter,lies kept landing on them.
Some children even handled some
big and slimy minibeasts.

Ten of our Radio Whiz
presenters today visited
Free Radio studios in
Birmingham.
The Radio Whiz presenters
broadcast on the school
radio station. They play
music and make news
announcements to parents.
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Class News

Year 4 Robins Bells Farmhouse trip
This half term Robins have been
improving their map reading skills
to help them with their topic.
They have used maps to compare
Druids Heath with other localities
including the countryside and
coastal areas. They have been
able to identify physical and human features by locating symbols
on a map and using a key. They
can now give grid references for
where places are on a map.
They have progressed to looking
at how our local area has changed
over time and have researched the
history of both Druids Heath and
Bells Farmhouse using the internet. Robins have enjoyed reading
letters written by previous pupils
in 1986, describing their home
life, lifestyles and the local amenities. This enabled the children to
make comparisons with the present day. Delving deeper into history, the children were fascinated
to discover:
• A Roman road and military base
were situated where our nearest
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McDonalds is now!
• Druids Heath was named after
the Drew family, who specialised
in farming.
• Bells Lane was named after the
De Belne family (in the time of
King Henry III)
• The soil was poor so much of the
area was heathland.
• There was woodland too which
was good for hunting boar and
deer.
• After the war, the area was developed with many council properties being built in the 1960 –
1970s, including the tower blocks.
Finally, the children have been
looking into the past to ,ind out
information about Bells Farm-

house. They found out:
• Details of a medieval site with a
moat were originally recorded in
1086.
• The timber framed building was
built in 1586 and was rebuilt in
1685.
• The building was vandalised in
the 1970s and restored in the
1980s after a ,ire.
• It is a Grade II listed building and
is now a community centre looked
after by the Spearhead Trust.
The children visited Bells Farmhouse to gain further information
and see the historic building for
themselves which they are really
looking forward to– see more photos on our class blog and website.

Chicken pox guidelines
As there are lots of cases of chicken pox at the moment,
here are the guidelines for sending your child back to school.
Once all the spots have scabbed over your child is no
longer contagious and can come back to school. If your
unsure and need further advice please contact Mrs Sargant.

Year 6 SATS
revision work
Thank you for
your continued support
for Year
6...there has
been a
marked improvement in
children completing their
homework.
We will soon be sending some
SATS related revision work home
to keep them 'up to speed' over
the Easter holidays. Please continue to encourage them to complete this, as SATS is only a few
weeks away!

Nut allergy
Due to allergies nothing
containing nuts is allowed in
school including cereal bars
and nutella spread.

Nursery
farm trip
Due to the unfortunate circumstances with the gas leak
at the school, the Nursery trip
to the farm had to be cancelled however we can now
con,irm that the trip has been
re-scheduled.
The children are very excited
for the trip and have really
enjoyed learning about the
farm.
Photos will appear on the
Nursery Chicks class blog.

Year 3 learn about light
Over this half term Year
3 have been learning
about light in Science.
We have completed a
wide range of experiments that have helped
us to understand different concepts.

• We began with a bit
of curiosity and
asked lots of questions that we weren’t sure about.
• How does a mirror
work?
• Why can’t I see in
the dark?
• Why do shadows
disappear when it’s
dark?
We learnt about how a
re,lection is made from
light bouncing off a
smooth, ,lat and shiny
surface.

Mothers Day Assembly
Year 3
performed their
Mothers Day
assembly in
front of parents
and the whole
school. You can
see some photos
and videos on
the school website and the Year
3 class blog.
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New payment system for parents
Parents should have
received their login
details via text or
email
As you will be aware Bells
Farm will be moving to
online payments from Monday 3rd April meaning we
will no longer be taking any
cash payments in school. The
new system will allow you to
make payments for school
activities such as school dinners, school trips and clubs
using a secure website or
Pay Point facility at your local newsagent.
You will have received a text
message and/or email with
your login details, if you
haven’t received this, please
let Mrs Hat,ield in the school
of,ice know.
Dinner Money / Clubs
Dinners and breakfast / after
school clubs for all children
from Reception to Year 6 will
have to be pre-booked via
the new online system. If
your child
receives a
free school
meal, these
will also
have to be
pre-booked
however
there will be
no charges
applied.
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All arrear payments need to be
settled prior to Monday 3rd April
– this balance cannot be
transferred to the new system.
All credits will be transferred and
voucher payments are accepted.

Third place for our
basketball team

We took part in the Birmingham South Area Basketball Finals at West Heath. We ,inished 3rd out of the
top 4 teams in South Birmingham. We are pleased
with our achievements and Mr Gill said that he is
impressed with how far we have reached in the
competition.

Tennis players take
part in tournament

We participated in the School Games Year 5 and
Year 6 tennis tournament at Billesley Tennis
Centre on Wednesday 8th March 2017. We
played in 2 teams of 4, each team won their
group and we proceeded to the ,inals.
Unfortunately we did not win the ,inals and
therefore ,inished 3rd in the tournament out of 9
teams entered. We all played extremely well and
every player won at least one of their games.
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Year 2 Toucans learn about
the Great Fire of London
with a performance
On Tuesday 28th February
Year 2 had a very exciting
experience. A visitor from
Freshwater Theatre Group
came to work with us about
our History topic of the
Great Fire of London. First
she told us some facts
about the ,ire and then we
played a game. We had to
follow instructions to make
different shapes relating to
the ,ire. We then got into
two lines to become the
houses on the streets of
London. We learnt they
were all very close together

and that was one of the reasons why the ,ire spread so
quickly.
The ,ire started with one
small spark in a bakery on
Pudding Lane and was soon
spreading all over London.
Yusif acted as Samuel Pepys
and other children were his
maids. They woke him up
to tell him all about the ,ire
and he was shocked! Then
some other children joined
in with the Drama and acted out what might have
happened when the ,ire
started.
Our favourite part
was when we pretended we were
the ,ire and leapt
from house to
house.
See some facts we
learnt (see right
image).

Year 5 focus on decimals and percentages
Kestrels have enjoyed a busy second
half to the Spring Term. In Maths we
ini+ally focussed heavily on improving
our +mes tables recall and the children have made tremendous progress
in this.
Thank you to all parents and carers
who have helped their children to
make such good progress. We have
also con+nued learning about frac-
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+ons, focussing on decimals before
moving onto percentages for the last
two weeks of the term.
In English, the children have wri/en
some excellent newspaper reports
and greatly improved their ability to
make considered vocabulary choices,
to create a speciﬁc eﬀect.
Cricket has played a large part in the
half term as we have been lucky

enough to have a Warwickshire cricket
coach every Tuesday morning, preparing the children for a pairs cricket
tournament later in the year.
The ﬁnal fortnight will see the children
designing, conduc+ng and evalua+ng a
range of diﬀerent scien+ﬁc experiments as they inves+gate forces including gravity, air resistance, water
resistance and fric+on

Bells Farm
Computing update
On this page we will keep you up-to-date with any
ICT news from our school, highlight children’s work and online safety issues
that may aﬀect you or your child.
An ecstatic Elizabeth
delighted to get her program working

Year 5 program a
maths cat in Scratch
During Year 5’s Computing lesson
with Mr Baddhan, Year 5 have been
linking some of their maths
understanding in their Computing.
Year 5 have been programming a
maths cat in Scratch as part of their
Computing lessons. They
demonstrated their previous
understanding of Scratch using the
programming blocks to ask a
question and then provide an
answer.
They used their debugging skills to
,ix mistakes in the program and also
further enhanced their knowledge of
variables.

Year 5 emails

See some examples of Kestrels work
on the Year 5 class blog and let us
know what you think.

Lewis’ Spellodrome competition
We will be holding a whole school Spellodrome competition week
commencing 3rd April. The competition has been created by Lewis G in Year 5.
He put together rules for the competition and also c
ontacted Spellodrome for some excitng prizes for winners. Keep an eye out on posters in school.

Also as part of their
understanding of using
diﬀerent technologies,
Year 5 Kestrels have
each been given their
own email addresses.
The accounts are
restricted so the
children can only email
each other and cannot
receive emails from
outside of school.
These emails will be
used in lesson for
homework and tasks.
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YouTube advice
for parents
Parents should be aware that some children are creating
their own YouTube accounts to broadcast and share video
clips. Children may ,ind it a way to express themselves,
learning digital video skills and experimenting creativively.
It’s important to check to see what your child is
broadcastig on their account.
It's not illegal for children under 13 to create social media
pro,iles on sites as long as the parent is aware of the
account.
As an e-Safe school, if you’re ever unsure, please arrange an
appointment to speak to Mr Baddhan.

Year 4 join
Digital Council

Our Digital Council has recently seen
three new children from Year 4 join our
e-Safety group.
Welcome to Sophie S, Daisy and Tiffanie
who have joined our award winning
group which already include Year 5 and
6 children.

Online safety advice by Daisy
and Sophie Swain in Year 4
BANNED WEBSITES
A reminder the following
websites remain banned in
school and should be
encouraged not be used at
home too.
• Movie Star Planet
• Roblox
• Five Nights at Freddy’s
If you would like to discuss
why these websites are
banned, please speak to
Mr Baddhan.
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Daisy and Sophie Swain from the
Digital Council have written this
advice about copyright and plagiarism. The two new girls from Year
4 have recently joined the Digital
Council and wanted to add their
understanding of various aspects of
online safety.
Copyright is when someone
owns a piece of work and you copy
it. Plagiarism is when you copy
someone's work and you name it
your own. Digital footprints are the
information that exists on your
online activity on the internet.
We have also been learning about
fake competitions and fake web-

sites we have also been learning
about popups.
Copyright is bad because you can
copy other peoples work without
asking permission, you could get
arrested for it.
By Daisy and Sophie Swain

After School Clubs

Term Planner

3.15pm- 4.15pm

Please note – these are known dates so far this term. Letters will
be sent out for any additional dates for individual classes.

Monday

Football – Year 5-6

Date

Events

Tuesday

Computing - Year 3-6
Homework Club - Year 3-6
Basketball – Year 4-6

Tuesday 4th April

Year 2 to Billesley for Multiskills
Multi Skills – Year 1-2

• Year 1 to Billesley for Multiskills
• Reception and Nursery Easter
workshop
• Year 4 class assembly 9.10am

Wednesday

Wednesday 5th April

Thursday Football – Year 3-4

Film Club – Year 1-2
Film Club – Year 3-4

Friday
Friday 7th April

Choir – Year 4-6

Last day of term

Easter holiday 10th – 21st April
Monday 24th April

Children return to school

Monday 1st May

May day bank holiday

Thursday 4th May

School closed for local election
– Open to Year 6 only

Week commencing
Monday 8th May

Y6 SATs week

Wednesday 17th May

Y6 residential – Pioneer Centre

Friday 19th May

Y6 return from residential

Friday 26th May

Last day of term

Value Words This Term

Apprecia on
Caring
Honesty
Scan the QR code to visit
our website

Half term 29th May – 2nd June
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