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Welcome from the Headteacher

W

elcome to the May edition
of the Bells Farm
newsletter. As I write, I
am awaiting the arrival of Year 6,
back from their residential following
the end of SATs. The children have
worked so hard this year, and it was
great to see them enjoying a bit of
“down” time after SATs – including a
lot of physical exertion at the Pioneer
Centre! I enjoyed getting caught up in
their conga through the school last
week – and judging by the other
children’s faces, they did too! It has
now been the turn of Year 2

Toucans as we administered their
tests last week. Again, the children
have been working really hard with
their teachers, and I know they have
made great progress. The half term
break will seem all the sweeter once
they have 1inished their maths and
reading papers.
It was wonderful (but not surprising
to me!) that we had a highly positive
visit from the Local Authority to
Reception class earlier in the term.
They came to see how Mrs Hill and
her team arrive at their judgements
Con nues on page 2

Diary Dates ................................. 11

Poppy wins
national award
for handwriting
See Page 3

Con nued from page 1

for the Early Years Foundation
Stage Pro1ile. Each year, a
percentage of schools are selected
for this moderation process, and it
was our turn this year. I am
pleased to say that our visitor was
really impressed with the learning
environment, the ways of working
and how accurately the staff make
their decisions. Well done to all of
the children and staff in Reception
Class!
If you get a chance when you are
on the website, please take a look
at the Head teacher’s blog page.
This is where I identify my star of
the week, in addition to the
fortnightly star assembly. This
week, my star was Amaya in
Swans class for her fantastic
writing, in recounting the story of
“Goldilocks and the Three Bears”.
Amazing work, Amaya!

Mrs Bu)erworth's Star of the Week—Amaya

Johnson is off work with illness.
We also take this opportunity to
wish Mrs Johnson a speedy
recovery.

After School Club
Thankfully, after a few teething
troubles, the new online booking
system is up and running. Thank
you for helping us to make this
Staf ing updates
work. If you continue to
We are saying goodbye this term
to a highly valued member of staff experience any problems, please
ensure you inform the of1ice so
at the end of this half-term – Mrs
Sabir. I am sure you will join me in that Mrs Hat1ield can take you
through the process again. As you
thanking her for her wonderful
are aware it is essential that
service to the school – leading
children are booked in on the
English, teaching year 6 for two
years, then Year 5, and supporting system. Should they not be booked
us with additional interventions in in by midnight of the previous day,
other classes. Mrs Sabir is 1lexible we will contact you to collect your
child. In this way, we can ensure
and adaptable in her approach to
school life – and as such has been that the staff in After School Club
can manage the booking in process
such a wonderful asset to Bells
Farm. I know that she will miss the and that the staff to children ratio
children and staff, but will gain so is never exceeded. Should you
have any issues about the systems
much from focusing on her own
of the After School or Breakfast
family now. I would like to take
club, please make an appointment
this opportunity to thank her for
to see either Mrs Scott or Mrs
her vital contributions to the
Butterworth. The staff in the club
school team – she will be greatly
missed by staff and children alike. are there for the welfare of your
We welcomed Miss Johnson to the children and are not always able to
answer queries about changed
After School Club team. She has
timings and administration. Thank
joined us with great enthusiasm,
and with lots of ideas to make our you for your co-operation.
club as safe and as stimulating as it
Election Day
can be. She has also stepped up to
The school will, unfortunately, be
cover extra hours while Mrs
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closed to children on 8th June due
to the building being used as a
polling station for the General
Election.
This is unavoidable as you will be
aware.
Hair accessories
There has been a growing trend
for girls to wear very large brightly
coloured bows in their hair. This
has become increasingly
competitive, and is simply not
necessary for school. We are
prepared to allow this to continue
until the end of this half term, but
please note that as from June
2017, these items will not be
allowed in school. A simple ribbon
or hair bobble should be worn
from this date. Please also note
that hair bands with any
decorative projections such as
animal ears are not suitable for
school wear and will also be
banned.
Long hair
If your child has long hair, it MUST
be tied back or kept in place with a
band. This rule will also come in
from 5th June. Very long hair worn
loose is a distraction for children
as they are working, and a health
and safety issue, particularly in PE
and in the spread of headlice.
Thank you for your co-operation in
these matters.

A few months ago everyone in
our school entered a National
Handwriting Competition. We
are super-proud because Year
2 pupil Poppy won! She was
runner-up in a competition
that had over 10,000 entrants.
What a superstar!
You can look at Poppy’s
handwriting on the school
website. She is now famous!
Well done Poppy – we are all
very proud of you.

Year 1’s
pirates topic

Reminder to all parents
No bikes or scooters
are allowed in the
playground before or
a2er school. This can
be a danger for both
the children and
adults.

Fidget spinners
not allowed
in school
Year 1 Puf1ins class have started summer
term with an exciting topic of Pirates. They
have been enjoying the Pirate roleplay daily
and have started created their own pirate
rhymes in English sessions. They have also
been very keen on learning about lots of
famous pirates such as Blackbeard and
Anne Bonney. On Wednesday 7th June at
9:10am Puf1in class will be performing their
class assembly based on pirates; we are
looking forward to seeing all the parents
and carers giving their support.

Please ensure that your child
does not bring their 1idget spinner to school. These are toys and therefore not appropriate
for the school day. Thank you for your co-operation in this
matter

Nut allergy
Due to allergies nothing
containing nuts is allowed in school including
cereal bars and nutella

Sun’s out!
Summer’s
here! Please
send your child
with a sun hat and
water bottle.
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Class News
Year 4 Robins learn
all about teeth
This half term Robins have been learning all about
teeth. Their 1irst lesson included looking at model sets of teeth, teeth casts and braces. They found
out the reason why humans and animals need
different types of teeth and can now explain the
job of incisors, canines and molars. Looking at the
structure of teeth, Robins have also discovered
the job of the enamel, dentine, pulp, nerves and
root. They have found out lots of ways in which to
care and look after their teeth.
These include:
• Visiting the dentist every six months.
• Eat a healthy diet
• Avoid too many sugary foods and 1izzy drinks.
• Drink water or milk between meals.
• Brush teeth twice a day with 1luoride toothpaste
for two minutes.
• Use dental 1loss.
The children are looking forward to a local dentist
visiting later this month and are considering what
they would like to ask and 1ind out about.

Year 5 Kestrels’
suspense writing
Year 5 have worked hard this term,
developing their understanding of
shape and producing some excellent
pieces of suspense writing.
In Music they are busy writing their
own anti-bullying rap, demonstrating some real creativity with lyrics.
This has built effectively on the
PSHE topic where children have
been discussing relationships and
ways in which we can listen and
help each other.
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Reception Swans shop at
Sainsbury’s—see why on
their class blog...

Year 2 take imaginary
trip to the rainforest
Toucans are now in full
swing with their Rainforest
topic and have even taken
an imaginary trip there.
This led to some fantastic,
descriptive writing and
some excellent journey tales in our English lessons.
We are now focusing on
researching the rainforest
further to write our own
non-chronological reports
sharing our learning.
In our Science lessons we
have been learning about
different sorts of trees,
plants and 1lowers. We have
learnt to name and identify
some new ones and have

investigated how plants
adapt to suit different habitats. In the rainforest plants
have ‘drip-tips’ to allow the
rain to fall off easily and
some are even poisonous!
We are looking forward to
carrying out our own experiments to 1ind out what
helps a plant to grow.
In Art we have been learning about Henri Rousseau.
We took inspiration from
his paintings set in jungles
and rainforests. We are
making our own rainforest
pictures using paint and
collage. Check our class
blog to see how we get on.

This half term Year 3 went on their trip to the Birmingham Botanical Gardens.
We spent most of our day walking around the gardens and looking at all the
beau ful plants and ﬂowers.

When we went into the glasshouses,
we all worked incredibly hard on a quiz
in pairs to try and ﬁnd types of plants
that can be used for diﬀerent jobs.

We had a lesson in the
a2ernoon where we
learnt about the parts of
a ﬂower and pollina on.

A2er the trip, year 3 received a le)er
from the Botanical Gardens thanking
them for their good behaviour and
respect for the gardens and other people
when they visited. Well done Year 3!
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Swimming gala winners

We participated in the School Games Year 5 and 6 Swimming
Gala on On Thursday 6th April. During the competition we
raced in 4 different strokes, front crawl, breaststroke, backstroke and freestyle.
Out of 18 races we 1inished 1irst place 5 times, second place 8
times and third place 3 times. At the end of the competition
we had the most points and were the overall winners. We all
swam very well and supported and encouraged each other
enthusiastically. Mr Gill and Mrs Sargant are very proud and
said that our determination and effort earned us a very well
deserved win.

Year 3 & 4 take part
in tennis competition

We participated in the Kings Heath
Sports Partnership Year 3/4 Tennis
Competition on Wednesday (3rd May).
We competed against 9 other teams,
playing in groups of 4 two girls and
two boys. Everybody that competed
won at least 1 game and Nila and Naheedul both won all but one of their
games.
Although we played well, we narrowly
missed reaching the 1inals. We were all
awarded the ‘respect’ value award and
received respect pin badges. We enjoyed our experience and played with
good team spirit and respect for our
opponents.
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Digital Council advice about
copyright and plagiarism
- by Lola and Chloe—Year 5
When researching on Google, don’t claim others work
as yours because it’s someone else’s that they have
spent time on. You can go on any website to 1ind out
some facts but do not copy and paste it into your own
work. You can get into big trouble by saying someone’s
work is yours. The police, your teacher and the law
can get involved in this situation so don’t claim someone else’s work as yours. If you have any questions or
are unsure about copyright or plagiarism come and
speak to the Digital Council.
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Bells Farm
Computing update
On this page we will keep you up-to-date with any
ICT news from our school, highlight children’s work and online safety issues
that may aﬀect you or your child.

Year 6 program a
maths quiz in Scratch
Year 6 have been programming a
maths quiz in Scratch using variable
and ‘if else’ blocks.
Eagles showed some
fantastic Scratch
programming
understanding by
programming a maths
quiz in Scratch.
They used a variable
block as a scorecard
and also the ‘if else’
block to tell the program what to do if the question
answered correctly or incorrectly. See Year 6’s blog for
examples of the children’s work.

Well done to Ishmael in Year 3 and Chloe in
Year 5 for a fantas c performance during our
Spellodrome compe on week, they both
came top achieving some magniﬁcent scores
in their spelling challenges. Spellodrome is
available for all children to access from home.

Get set for another Computing Awards!
Yep it’s that time of the year
again! The Computing Awards is
an annual celebration of
wonderful Computing
achievement by pupils. The
awards take place on the

morning of Friday 30th June at
9.10am. All parents are free to
attend if you wish.
A full list of winners will be
posted on our website and in
our next issue of the newsletter.
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After School Clubs

Term Planner

3.15pm- 4.15pm

Please note – these are known dates so far this term. Letters will
be sent out for any additional dates for individual classes.

Monday

Football – Year 5-6
Fun and Fit—Year 2-3

Date

Tuesday

Computing - Year 3-6
Homework / Chess - Y 3-6
Basketball – Year 4-6
Board Games - Year 3-6

Events
Half term
29th May - 2nd June

Monday 5th June

• Back to school
• Y6 at Samsung Learning Hub

Wednesday 7th June

Year 1 class assembly

Thursday 8th June

School closed – General election

Thursday 15th June

Year 5 swimming (am)

Friday 16th June

Year 4 trip to Lunt Roman Fort

Monday 19th June

New Reception 2017
Parents meeting 6 – 7pm

Tuesday 20th June

• Year 2 trip to Twycross Zoo
• Nursery open afternoon

Thursday 22nd June

Year 5 swimming (am)

Monday 26th June

Year 2 at Samsung Learning Hub

Tuesday 27th June

KS2 sports day

Wednesday 28th June

KS1 sports day

Wednesday 29th June

Year 5 swimming (am)

Wednesday 5th July

Transition day – whole school

Thursday 6th July

Year 5 swimming (am)

Friday 7th July

• Early Years sports day
• School reports go home

Tuesday 11th July

• Reception trip to airport
• Full governors meeting 6 – 8pm

Wednesday 12th July

Guitar assembly

Thursday 13th July

• Year 5 swimming (am)
• Parent drop in – info to follow

Friday 14th July

Year 2 class assembly

Wednesday 19th July

Attendance assembly

Thursday 20th July

• Year 6 party
• Year 5 swimming (am)

Friday 21st July

• Year 6 leavers assembly
• Last day of term

Summer Holidays -

Wednesday Multi Skills – Year 1-2

Thursday Football – Year 3-4

Film Club – Year 1-2
Film Club – Year 3-4
Netball —Year 5-6

Friday

Choir – Year 4-6

Value Words This Term

Perseverance
Courage
Respect
Scan the QR code to visit
our website

Download our school’s
FREE mobile phone app

24th July – 1st September
4th and 5th September

School closed for staﬀ training

Wed 6th September

Children back to school
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