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Welcome from the
Headteacher

Art Creativity Showcased
Bells Farm children take part in Art Week and then exhibit work

Welcome from the Headteacher

W

elcome to the June edition
of the Bells Farm
newsletter.
Last week I was bursting with pride
in all of the children as I viewed our
Arts Week gallery in the hall. It really
was an amazing display of creativity,
based on famous artists on the theme
of patterns. It was great to see so
many families come to have a look. It
will de'initely stay on the Bells Farm
calendar next year, and we are
looking to relocate the various
creations throughout the school. Well
done to all of the children and

hardworking staff, and a big thank
you to Miss Procter, our Arts
Co-ordinator, who organised the
week.
Staf ing updates
No goodbyes at the end of the term,
but a few changes are taking place.
Mrs Knipe will be working three days
a week from September, and Mr
Johnston has been successful in
securing the post of additional
Assistant Head Teacher from
September to enable us to increase
Con nues on page 2
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capacity in the staff team. In
September, we will be welcoming
two new teachers to the staff
team – Mrs Andrews in Reception
Class, and Miss Edwards in Year 5.
The teacher and teaching
assistants for the new school year
is outlined in the table below.
So there are no huge changes and
you will see that Miss Procter and
Mr Johnston are taking their
existing class into their new year
group which will be bene'icial in
terms of continuity and continued
good progression.
Transition day will be 5th July to

coincide with Year 6 children on
their secondary transition days,
and your children will gain a
'lavour of the expectations of
their new teachers and year
group.

vast majority of children below
their expected attendance of 95%,
they are expected to be in school
during the term unless there are
exceptional circumstances. I have
a great deal of sympathy
regarding the cost of peak
Term time holidays
holidays, but unfortunately that is
From September, we will be
out of the hands of the council.
actively working with the city
You will probably be aware that a
council in imposing 'ines for the
parent who took their child on an
unauthorised holiday and refused
taking of holidays in term time.
This year has been problematic in to pay the £120 'ine imposed, lost
terms of the number of children
his case in the Supreme Court
missing school due to
recently. I am afraid that the law
is the law and we have to abide by
unauthorised holidays, and
although this has not brought the this ruling.

Year Group

Teacher from September

Teaching assistant(s)

Nursery

Mrs Hill

Mrs Horsley, Miss Cass

Reception

Mrs Andrews

Mrs Parton-Harris, Miss Jones

Year 1

Miss Coghlan

Mrs Sargeant

Year 2

Miss Williams

Mrs Green

Year 3

Mrs Parry

Mrs Sargant

Year 4

Miss Procter

Mrs Johnson

Year 5

Miss Edwards, supported by Mrs Croft each morning

Year 6

Mr Johnston, supported by Miss McClelland (mornings) and Mrs
Croft (afternoons)

School Nurse Community Clinic
The school nurse service run a
community clinic at
Broadmeadow Health centre
every Wednesday from 3pm to
5pm (even over the school
holidays) If you have any health
concerns about your child please
feel free to attend. Just contact
Broadmeadow Health centre for
information. The school nurse
for Bells Farm (Anne Campbell)
will be at the sessions.
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Nut allergy Year 6 Raf'le
Due to allergies
nothing containing
nuts is allowed in
school including
cereal bars and
nutella spread.

Sun’s out!
Summer’s
here! Please
send your child
with a sun hat and
water bottle.

Donations

Just a quick reminder to send in
(if you haven't already) any
chocolate or sweets to use for
our ' Year 6 Leaver's raf'le'. We
are hoping to give the children a
really good send off, and any
help
would be
really appreciated.
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Class News
Working with others
Year 1 Puf'ins class having been completing lots
of tasks based on developing their new Learning
Behaviour – Working with others. The children
had to understand what makes a good team and
the importance of listening to each other. Some
children had to take lead while other children
have to learn how to follow set instructions to
help each other. Eventually the children worked
in groups to get from one side of the playground
to the other using only a few 'loor mats. They
were all very successful and demonstrated how
import it is to work as part of a team.

Year 5
materials
topic
Year 5 are enjoying their
Science topic of Materials and
worked well investigating
dissolving solids in water.
They have started their
swimming lessons and were a
credit to the school with their
focus and determination during their 'irst lesson. We are
working hard on editing and
redrafting writing - always
considering the impact our
work has the reader. During
Art Week we have used the
Birmingham Library as our
inspiration. We have studied
the architect; used digital
media to create varied images
of other building that include
repeating patterns and created our own prints to create a
whole class version of the
library.
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Year 3’s focus on William Morris
In Year 3 we have had lots of fun
during Art Week creating different pieces of work and using resources we have never used before.
Our focus was on the artist William Morris. We used this picture

to give us
inspiration.
We used a
style of
printing from Japan called Hapa
Zome. This is where you hammer
'lowers into fabric and let the
natural dyes of the 'lower stain
the material.
We printed using leaves we had
collected from the playground
onto large pieces of paper in
groups.
We then worked in large groups
to design wall paper using pencil
and collage in the style of
William Morris.

Class News

Year 4’s trip
to Roman Fort
Robins enjoyed being
Roman soldiers, as they
marched around Lunt,
the archaeological Roman
Fort in Coventry.
Upon arrival, they were
greeted by Frances who
demanded a password to
see whether we were
friends or enemies. All
the class practised soldier
drills and learnt marching techniques and vocabulary.
Next everyone put on
tunicas and were taught
how to use a gladius and
shield correctly. After
that, the children
marched to the gyrus to
brush up on their army
formation, using shields
as a barrier to defend
enemies. This is the only
known gyrus in the Roman Empire so we were
very privileged to see and
stand in it! Once the children had perfected their
technique, they were taken by surprise and attached by the enemy
(Mrs Parry, Mrs Sargant
and Miss Sargant), whom
they surrounded....until
they surrendered! As the
children had been so well
behaved, they were al-

lowed to battle in pairs!
We were lucky with the
weather and all enjoyed
eating our lunch outside
in the sunshine!
After lunch, Robins
marched outside the
fort to become Celts.
They discovered how
Romans designed the
fort with an "ankle
breaker" ditch and
scattered caltrops in
the grass.
Everyone was excited to go up the stairs
to see the view that
the Romans had from
the fort. We heard all
about Boudicca and her
revolt.
We visited the site of the
barracks where soldiers
lived and heard how they
slept in bunk beds, and all
washed and went to the
toilet together! We also
saw what Romans used
instead of toilet paper
(which was also shared!)
Finally, the children went
up into the granary to
learn about the armour
that soldiers wore. Shayla
and Christos dressed up
in full costume!
Everyone really enjoyed
the day and absorbed lots

of new information by
being immersed in a full
Roman experience.
There was plenty of active listening and concentration!

Frances the leader, was
extremely impressed
with the behaviour so
well done to Robins who
were a real credit to Bells
Farm school.
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More photos on our website and class blog

Year 6 learn about
Ephrem Kouakou
Year 6 have had a fabulous Art Week learning
all about an African artist called Ephrem
Kouakou. We studied the techniques he uses,
and then had a go at creating our own piece
in a similar style. We took photographs of the
children and then used various materials to
produce individual interpretations of the
artist's piece called 'Four women in Bloom'.
I'm sure you'll agree...the children have produced some impressive pieces themselves.
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2nd place for
Year 4 in Cross
Country
Some of Year 4 children competed in
the Cross Country
challenge on
Wednesday (7th
June) showing great
determination and
athleticism overall
'inishing in second
place against four
other schools.
Well done to the
following children
who took Krystal,
Millie, Lexie, Nila,
Will, Jake, Naheedul

and Nathanuel.
Here are the individual best scores:
Year 4 Cross Country team

Girls
Krystal 1st
Lexie 3rd
Millie 12th
Nila 22nd
Boys
Will 3rd
Naheedul 8th
Jake 10th
Nathanuel 17th

2nd place for cricket team
We participated in the Kings Heath Partnership Year 6 Cricket Competition on Wednesday 7th June. In the group stages we won all of our
games to 'inish top of the group. As a result we progressed to the 'inal
against Chilcote.
The 'inal was exciting and Mr Gill said that the standard of cricket was
high from both sides. Chilcote’s 'ielding was very tight, so unfortunately we didn’t score enough runs to win the 'inal. We did, however,
have a great afternoon of cricket.
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Live.ly - concerns
A new website which is raising some concerns, mainly for primary children is
Live.ly.
Live.ly is a live stream video platform that
works alongside the Musical.ly app. It allows teens to broadcast their lives to the
world as it happens, it also initiates group
video chats with their friends to hang out
virtually.
Parents should take extreme caution when
deciding if their children should use this
app based on the risks. If you know your
child is using Live.ly, please ensure you
talk to children and assess whether they
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are
equipped
with the
tools and
understanding to deal
with these
issues before letting them use the app.
There are several children who are using
this website outside of school and we are
making children aware of the risks. We do
not recommend the use of this website
and would urge you to encourage them to
use more educational websites.

Digital
Council
party
The Digital Council have
been working hard
throughout the year and
as a way of saying thank
you, they will be treated
to a special party before
the end of term.
Mr Baddhan wishes to
thank everyone for their
wonderful online safety
work this year.

Bells Farm
Computing update
On this page we will keep you up-to-date with any
ICT news from our school, highlight children’s work and online safety issues
that may aﬀect you or your child.

Y6 develop
own games

Year 2’s
coding trip
Year 2 Toucans visited Samsung Digital Academy as
part of their Computing learning.
Year 2 Toucans have continued their
Computing learning with a coding lesson at
Samsung Digital Academy, which is based at
Harborne Academy.
Toucans class learned about instructions,
sequence and how to debug.

Year 6 children created
their own Scratch and
Kodu games. Above is
Chelsea’s game with her
own front cover with a
PEGI age rating.

A year of Computing excellence celebrated
Our fourth annual Computing Awards
assembly took place on Friday 30th
June. It was an assembly celebrating all
the fantastic
work in
programming,
multimedia,
online safety and
digital literacy
that have gone
on this year.
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After School Clubs

Term Planner

3.15pm- 4.15pm

Please note – these are known dates so far this term. Letters will
be sent out for any additional dates for individual classes.

Monday

Football – Year 5-6
Fun and Fit—Year 2-3

Date

Events

Tuesday

Tuesday 27th June

KS2 sports day

Wednesday 29th June

Year 5 swimming (am)

Computing - Year 3-6
Homework / Chess - Y 3-6
Basketball – Year 4-6
Board Games - Year 3-6

Friday 30th June

Computing Awards 2017

Wednesday Multi Skills – Year 1-2

Tuesday 4th July

• KS1 sports day
• Online Safety Workshop 9.15am

Thursday Football – Year 3-4

Wednesday 5th July

Transition day – whole school

Friday

Thursday 6th July

Year 5 swimming (am)

Friday 7th July

• Early Years sports day
• School reports go home

Tuesday 11th July

• Reception trip to airport
• Full governors meeting 6 – 8pm

Wednesday 12th July

Guitar assembly

Thursday 13th July

• Year 5 swimming (am)
• Parent drop in – info to follow

Friday 14th July

Year 2 class assembly

Value Words This Term

Wednesday 19th July

Attendance assembly

Thursday 20th July

• Year 6 party
• Year 5 swimming (am)

Friday 21st July

• Year 6 leavers assembly
• Last day of term

Perseverance
Courage
Respect

Summer Holidays 24th July – 1st September
4th and 5th September

School closed for staﬀ training

Thursday 7th September

Children back to school

Film Club – Year 1-2
Film Club – Year 3-4
Netball —Year 5-6
Choir – Year 4-6

Scan the QR code to visit
our website

Download our school’s
FREE mobile phone app
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