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Enjoying our Learning!

Welcome from the
Headteacher

Bells Farm continue to excel in end of key stage assessments

Welcome from the Headteacher

W

elcome to the irst
newsletter of the new
school year. As we
approach the end of September, it has
been a delight to see the children
really settling well into their classes.
Thank you for continuing to support
us in ensuring that the uniform policy
is adhered to – the children look
smart and more importantly feel that
sense of belonging, which is
particularly vital as they enter new
classes.
We have also had various visits from
our Year 6 leavers over the past few

weeks, looking very grown up all of a
sudden! Whilst it was sad to see them
leave in July, we are happy that they
are all settling well into secondary
school life. They did so well in their
end of key stage assessments, as did
our wonderful reception and year 2
classes last year. We have
summarised their attainment later on
in this newsletter.
There are many things which have
been successfully put into place over
the past years, to help your child to
learn, and which you will see
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continue. For example, our key
stage 1 phonics programme is
highly successful in putting us
ahead of the game in the national
year 1 tests and end of key stage
reading results, and extra
interventions have really helped
children to catch up with skills
such as number bond work,
spelling and handwriting. You will
probably be aware by now that in
the near future, children will be
tested at the end of Year 4 on their
times tables. We knew this was
coming, and we have always
emphasised the importance of
these basic skills to be able to
calculate more complex problems
quickly. We are as ever, grateful
for your continued support with
these, and we ask you to continue
to play your part in supporting
our homework policy and making
sure that your child is equipped
with their reading books and
diaries, and completed homework.
We will also be offering an
opportunity for you to attend a
maths meeting this term to help
you ind out more about your
child’s maths curriculum. Mr
Johnston will be sending a letter
out about this shortly. Please let
us know if there are any areas of
the curriculum which you would
like to ind out a bit more about –
you can do this by popping a
suggestion into the main of ice,
adding it to the questionnaires
which will be given out in Parents’
evening at the end of this half
term, or just having a quick word
with myself, Miss McClelland or
Mrs Knipe at the door.

of staff this term – Ms Andrews in
Reception Class and Miss Edwards
in Year 5. Miss Edwards is being
supported by Mrs Croft each
morning so that we can teach year
5 in two smaller groups for maths
and English. Mr Johnston has
joined Miss McClelland in Year 6,
and it has been my pleasure to
once again teach a maths group
every day in Year 6. The children
are progressing really well and it
really is a privilege to be part of
the teaching team.
Remember that if you have any
questions or concerns, please see
your child’s teacher at the end of
the school day. If you need a bit
more time with them, let them, or
a member of staff on the door
know in the morning. Most issues
can be quickly sorted out. If you
continue to have concerns, please
make an appointment to see me or
Miss McClelland.

carers are r late picking up and do
not notify the of ice. Please make
sure that you can always be
contacted in this event, or in the
case of emergency.

Lockdown Policy
As part of our Health and Safety
procedures the school has
reviewed our “Lockdown”
procedures. On very rare
occasions it may be necessary to
seal off the school, so it is not
accessible from the outside. This
will ensure that pupils, staff and
visitors are safe in extreme
situations where there is a hazard
in the school grounds or outside
the school, in the near vicinity. A
lockdown would be implemented
when there are serious risks to
the school community.
We hope that we never have to
implement our procedures, but to
ensure that they are workable and
it for purpose it will be necessary
to carry out a drill before half
After School Club
term. Your children regularly have
Our After School Club is hugely
ire drills and have behaved very
popular and numbers have
sensibly on each occasion, so we
increased over the past year. We
expect this to be similar. For
have three members of staff
obvious security reasons, schools
working together to provide this
care for the children up to 5.30 pm do not publish their policies on
lockdown, but I can assure you
each afternoon. Because of
numbers and ratios, it is vital that that our procedures are designed
using the recommended city
parents and carers respect the
need to book via the online system council model so that there
for the use of this service. Should should be minimal alarm caused
and safety and welfare are the
you need any help with this,
utmost priorities.
please ask at the front of ice.
Thank you for your
understanding in this
matter – it is about the
health and safety of all
children. It is not fair to the
children or the staff to
assume that there is space
Staf ing updates
without this prior
We are happy to report that Mrs
Sargant is now out of hospital and noti ication. Whilst we
recovering at home. We will keep make every effort to help
out where we can where
you updated as to her return to
you are unavoidably
work and in the meantime
delayed, there are still
continue to wish her well.
We welcomed two new members occasions where parents/
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Download our
school’s
mobile app
for news
and event
alerts
direct
to your phone

New booking options for Afterschool Club
Breakfast and Afterschool Club bookings need
to be made by midnight the day before you
require your child(ren) to attend.
Breakfast club starts from 8.00am MondayFriday costing £2.00 per day
Afterschool club starts from 3.15pm until
5.30pm Monday – Friday and the booking
options are on the table indicated.

Op on
1

Time
3.15 – 4.15

Amount
£3.00

2

4.15 – 5.00

£6.00

3

4.15 – 5.15 (club)

£3.00

4

4.15 – 5.30 (club)

£4.00

5

3.15 – 5.30

£9.00

Year 5 Kestrels get creative in Art
Year 5 have got off to a good start with lots
of interest and focus across subjects. There
is one lesson in particular year 5 have really
enjoyed. In art and design we have been
looking at the beautiful country scenes and
city scenes created by Van Gogh. We had a
go at creating some ourselves and the children were really creative and were so proud
of their work. What they have created really
is brilliant, well done Year 5!!

A reminder about this year’s term dates are below. A full year planner is on the back of this newsletter.

School Year 2017 to 2018
Autumn Term

Term Starts: Monday 4 September 2017
Half Term: Monday 23 October 2017 to Friday 27 Oct 2017
Term Ends: Friday 22 December 2017

Spring Term

Term Starts: Monday 8 January 2018
Half Term: Monday 19 February 2018 to Friday 23 Feb 2018
Term Ends: Thursday 29 March 2018

Summer Term

Term Starts: Monday 16 April 2018
Half Term: Monday 28 May 2018 to Friday 1 June 2018
Term Ends: Friday 20 July 2018
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Year 2 learn to represent Year 4’s
numbers in different ways Ancient Greece
workshop

Toucans have made a wonderful start to the year. They all
arrived looking smart and being ready to learn and have
certainly made a fantastic
start with that.
In our English lessons we have
been reading ‘Oliver's Vegetables’ and learning the story
using Talk for Writing. We
have then been writing our
own versions and they are
pretty fantastic! We are really
focusing on using capital letters and full stops correctly
this half term.
In our Maths lessons we have

been consolidating our understanding of place value. We
are learning how to represent
numbers in different ways
including using the dienes.
This will lead to us focusing on
addition and subtraction over
the rest of this half term.
Our topic this term is all about
being healthy. We have made
an excellent start to this and
have already made our very
own itness videos.
Please regularly check our
blog as it is updated with
more class news, photos and
videos.

Year 6 learn about WW1
Eagles have continued to make a brilliant start to the academic year. Their
focus and effort is brilliant to see and
class discussions have never been more
lively and productive. In the afternoons
they have greatly enjoyed learning
about World War 1, starting their Plants
Science topic and have produced some
excellent artwork developing their skills in blending colours.
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Last week, Year 4 enjoyed an afternoon with the Freshwater Theatre
Company.
We went back in time to Ancient
Greece and took part in a number of
games all based around different
aspects of Ancient Greece. We
mimed actions for Greek gods,
learnt about their many inventions
and reenacted a famous Greek
myth.

Year 1 adjust
to big school
Wow! The puf ins have had a fantastic start to Year 1. They are learning
and following all the class and school
rule and have adjusted to big school
life with great maturity.

Year 3 win 5-a-side
football tournament
On Tuesday 19th September,
we took part in the Year 3
Kings Heath Sports Partnership 5-a-side Football Tournament. After the group
stages we were the winners
of our group. We then played
a inal against the winners of

the other group. It was a
very close game, but we won
1-0 and were awarded gold
medals as overall winners.
We played well as a team
and were awarded Teamwork badges by the Kings
Heath Sports Partnership.

Year 4 inish
3rd in
football
tournament

On Wednesday 20th September we took
part in the Year 4 Kings Heath Sports
Partnership 5-a-side Football Tournament. We played in a league throughout
the evening and inished third. We played
extremely well and Ava Rose and Ewan
were awarded teamwork awards by the
tournament organisers.
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Year 3 Bluebirds’
photosynthesis topic
Bluebirds have enjoyed their
science lessons about the topic
of photosynthesis. They
watched an exciting video of a
Venus Fly Trap in action and
examined a variety of leaves
under microscopes, making
observational drawings of
them. Children were amazed at
the sight of the magni ied
leaves! This week they continued with their leaf investigations and discussed their characteristics. Each group had a
sample of leaves and sorted
them using different criteria.
The children decided to sort

them according to length, size,
shape, texture and colour. Afterwards, the children measured a range of Holly leaves
which proved quite tricky! Lots
of perseverance and team work
was required. Children also had
to think about how to use a ruler accurately!

Computing
inspire parent
workshops
coming soon
We’re looking to invite some
parents to take part in our
Computing lessons later this
year to give you the opportunity
to work with your child.
The inspire workshops are a way
of children and parents working
together on a Computing lesson.
The aim of the lesson will be for
parents to feel more con ident in
what their child is learning in
order for them to help at home.
Dates will be announced next
term on our website and a letter
inviting you to attend.
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Bells Farm
Computing update
On this page we will keep you up-to-date with any
ICT news from our school, highlight children’s work and online safety issues
that may aﬀect you or your child.

Digital
Council get
ready to
work with
other
schools

Working
together
with your child
Bells Farm children can access many useful
educational websites free at home.
At Bells Farm we strive to ensure
children have the best resources
available to help with their learning in
and outside of school. Earlier this term,
we sent letters home to each child with
their login details to access websites
such as Mathletics, Spellodrome,

Purple Mash, Skoolbo, Education City
and Bug Club.
Please try and spend some time with
your child when they are using these
websites to share the learning
experience. If you’re unsure how these
websites work, please speak to your
child’s class teacher or Mr Baddhan.

Our award winning
online safety group the Digital Council will
later this year, be visiting other local schools.
The plan is to share
ideas between schools
on how to make the
internet a safer place.
The irst schools the
Digital Counncil will be
visiting are The Oaks
Primary and Hawkesley
Church Primary.

Mr Baddhan’s ‘Digital Resilience’ assembly
Mr Baddhan did an assembly on
how to be a resilient person on
the internet.
The assembly complimented
nicely with our current value
word - responsibility.
The main theme of the assembly
was to ensure our children

knowing what is right and wrong
the internet.
And what to do if the something
negative occurs on the internet what do you do?
Other key messages included be
careful of what photos or videos
are shared on the internet.

Over sharing can reveal more
details about yourself without
you knowing.
Don’t forget to look out for your
mates too, speak to an adult if
you think they need help too.
Parents will be offered online
safety workshops again this year.
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All Year Planner - Con irmed Dates
Please note – these are known dates so far this year. Letters will
be sent out for any additional dates for individual classes.

Date

Events

Friday 13th October

Year 3 trip to Sarehole Mill

Wednesday 18th October

Recep5on trip to Pizza Express

th

Thursday 19 October

Parents Evening

After School Clubs
3.15pm- 4.15pm
Monday

Art - Year 3-6
Football - Year 5-6
Computing - Year 1-2

Tuesday

Computing - Year 3-6
Board Games - Year 3-6
Lego Club - Year 1-3
Basketball - Year 4-6

Wednesday Multi Skills – Year 1-2

• Macmillan coﬀee a:ernoon 2-3pm,
all parents welcome
• Last day before half term

Thursday Football - Year 3-4

Tuesday 31st October

Halloween/Bonﬁre night themed
lunch

Friday

Wednesday 1st November

School photos for whole school

th

Friday 20 October

nd

Thursday 2 November

Recep5on 2018 open day

Monday 6th November

Flu Vaccina5on for Recep5on – Year 4

th

Tuesday 7 November
th

Wednesday 8 November
th

Thursday 9 November
th

Year 1 trip to Think Tank
School Disco 4-5.30pm
Remembrance Day themed lunch

Thursday 14th December

Recep5on Na5vity – 9.15 am

Friday 15th December

Christmas Fayre

Thursday 21 December

• Carol Concert – 9.15 am
• Christmas lunch

Friday 22nd December

Last day of term

th

Thursday 15 February

Parents Evening

Friday 16th February

Chinese New Year themed lunch
Last day of half - term

Wednesday 28th March

Year 1 trip Nature Centre

th

Monday 16 April

Return to school

Thursday 3rd May

Local Elec5ons - School Closed

th

Monday 7 May
th

Choir - Year 3-6
Drama - Year 4-6

Year 2 trip to Tesco

Friday 10 November

st

Hockey - Year 5-6
Sign Language - Year 4-6

Value Words This Term

Responsibility
Tolerance
Freedom
Though9ulness
Scan the QR code to visit
our website

Bank holiday

Monday 14 May

Y6 SATs week

Friday 25th May

Last day of half term

Wed 4th -- Fri 6th July

Y6 residen5al

Thursday 12th July

Parents Evening

Friday 20th July

• Y6 leavers assembly
• Last day of term

Download our school’s
FREE mobile phone app
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