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Welcome from the
Headteacher

Anti-Bullying Stance
Bells Farm children take part in a mini protest as part Anti-Bullying Week

Welcome from the Headteacher

W

elcome to the December
issue of the Bells Farm
newsletter.
As I write, it feels like the proper
onset of Winter, so just a reminder to
carry on insisting to your children
that coats should always be worn to
school - playtime can seem a long
time if the correct clothing isn’t worn!
Remember to check the website and
texts should we experience snowfall
in the next few weeks. We will always
attempt to keep the school open but
at the same time will ensure that
communication of any closures is

timely and ef%icient. If you have
recently changed your contact
numbers, please update the of%ice
without delay.
We are all looking forward to the
Christmas Fayre on Friday 8th
December, and as usual the school
will be festively decorated - I see the
decorations have already been
brought down in preparation! This
was such a lovely event last year and
so very well attended. Please
remember though, that children
should always be accompanied by a
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responsible adult. Check the
calendar at the end of the letter for
the different end of term events we hope you can join us to support
the children’s great efforts in
singing, acting and of course
playing guitars and the famous
Christmas bells!
I have felt so proud of the children
this term - they never cease to
amaze me with a growing
con%idence both in their work and
their presentations in assemblies
and to other schools. The Digital
Council for example goes from
strength to strength and following
a very impressive and informative
safety assembly, they have been
working with The Oaks to share
our good practice. Keep it up

universal in the interests of
safeguarding. Should we not
receive a call, you will be contacted
A few reminders.
and a home visit conducted if we
Smoking
are unable to obtain an answer.
Thank you for continuing to
This is vital to check that children
maintain the school premises as a are safe and well and is fully
no smoking environment. We have, sanctioned by the Governors as
however, received concerns about well as Birmingham City Council as
smoking close to the front entrance best safeguarding practice. Thank
you for your understanding.
gate as children are coming in to
school. Please ensure that you are
End of year date
at a reasonable distance from the
In order to allow you to make
school to avoid this problem.
longer term holiday plans, please
Absence
remember that the children’s last
Remember that absence, however day in school at the end of the year
short term, should always be
is Friday 20th July. For the new
noti%ied before registration at 9.00 school year in September 2018, the
children return to school on
am. The vast majority of you
continue to do this, but it has to be Thursday 6th September 2018.
children!

Thank you for your donations

We raised £215.77. A big thank you for your
donations.
The lucky winners of %ind the spots were
• William in Reception
• Katerina in Y3
• Jake in Y5
All winning a Pudsey Tshirt. Well done!
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Download our
school’s
mobile app
for news
and event
alerts
direct
to your phone

Do you know what support
is available for your child if
they have additional needs?

New radio
presenters
recruited

Well done to our new Radio
Whiz presenters who have
been recruited following a
tough audition and interview
process. They will have their
own radio show and will visit a
real radio station in the new
year.
This year’s presenters are
Megan, Melissa, Naly, Kezi,
Millie, Kyann and Sahara.

Nut allergy
advice and
lunch box
reminder
Nutella has got a new
bar out called Nutella B
-Ready. We have noticed some children
bringing them in to
school in their lunch
boxes. We currently
have children in school
with severe nut allergies. Please ensure that
you do not send any
nut products in your
children’s lunch boxes.
This includes Nutella
(and similar chocolate
spreads) and of course
peanut butter.

Do you know who to speak
to if you have concerns
about your child’s
learning?
If you have answered yes
to the above questions
please take a look at Bells
Farm SEN Information
page on our website.
It contains lots of
information around what
we do at Bells Farm to
support children who have
additional needs - we can
support issues with
learning and cognition, social, emotional and
well-being, ASD etc
Please take a look and see
what we have to offer.

Entitled to free
school meals?
If you are entitled to free meals but
are bringing in your own packed
lunch the kitchen can now provide
you with a packed lunch.
The packed lunch will contain:
• Sandwich/wrap
• Drink
• Piece of fruit
• Pudding of the day
• Salad from the salad cart is
optional
If you are entitled to free meals and
would like a packed lunch then
please see the of%ice for more info.
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The Autumn school disco was
enjoyed by all and raised
£208.26.
Thank you to Mrs Jones for all
her hard work organising the
event and a big thank you to
all the parents that were
Involved.
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Breakfast and
afterschool
booking
As of 6th November we are
unable to make breakfast and afterschool bookings from the main
of%ice. Unfortunately due to staf%ing ratios and health and safety
implications the following will
be applied:
Breakfast Club –
if your child is
not booked using the School
Money payment
site you will be
asked to return
with your child(ren) at
the start of the school day.
Afterschool Club – you will be
contacted at the end of the school
day to collect your child(ren).

Year 4 learn
about Ancient
Greeks
This term Year Four have really enjoy learning about the Ancient
Greeks.
We have completed a number of
historical investigations answers
lots of questions that we came up
with at the beginning of term.
Some of these questions were:
• Who were the gods?
• What was the Parthenon used for?
• How were women treated?

Medical request form
If your children requires medicine during school time,
you will be required to complete a medicine request form so we can then ensure our medical of%icer Mrs Green can administer the
medicine for your child.

Year 1’s trip to
the ThinkTank
As part of their
science topic for
Light and Dark Puf%in class went on a
trip to the
ThinkTank. They
had a fantastic time
learning lots of information on light
and dark. They also
took part in an informative lesson in
which they learnt all
about King Opaque. They spent the rest of the day exploring
all of the other amazing science areas within the museum.

• Did they have armies?
In particular Year Four enjoyed
learning about Greek Myths and
legends. In order to learn the
famous story of the Minotaur,
each child was given a section of
the story to make a story board
about using the iPads Comic Life
app.
Here are some examples of what
was made.
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Year 2’s busy term a trip to Tesco,
Maths Workshop
and a DT Project
What a busy time we
have been having in Toucans class recently!
On Tuesday 7th November we went to Tesco
where we met Thelma
who was our guide for
the lesson. First she took
us to the bakery where
we learnt all about making bread. The most exciting part was playing with
some dough for ourselves. Thelma showed us
how to knead the bread
and then we shaped it
into a roll. Thelma
thought she wasn’t very
good at making rolls but
we told her to persevere.
We told her the saying we
say to ourselves in school
‘If at %irst you don’t succeed, try, try again’. She
thought we were lovely
children and said it
bought a tear to her eye!
We also persevered and
made some very neat
looking rolls. Next we
went to meet Tina and
Sue on the %ish counter
and visited Theresa on
the cheese counter. We
got to taste three different cheeses. We tried Applewood, Wesleydale
with cranberries and Five
Counties. Finally we went
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into a small room and
tried some of the bread
we had seen being baked
earlier. It was delicious!
We also had some fruit
and a drink before returning to school. It was a
lovely day and Miss Williams, Mrs Green and
Thelma were very impressed with our brilliant
behaviour and manners
during the day. We even
had compliments from
people who were doing
there shopping! One lady
said how well we listened
and how nicely we were
behaving and talking to
Thelma.

division. Miss Williams
explained how we are
learning in Maths using
the mastery approach.
Then we came into the
hall and did some counting together. We had a
booklet of activities to
complete together and
were really good at explaining our learning to
our visitors. We all had a
wonderful time! Thank
you to everyone who

DT Project
We have also been writing our own stories and
planning for our DT project where we will be
making healthy sandwiches. Please make sure
you check the blog regularly for more updates.

Our online safety group - the Digital Council have met
with children from The Oaks primary school to share
ideas with each other. More meetings are planned with
other primary schools.

Maths Workshop
On Friday 17th November Year 2 had their
Maths workshop all
about multiplication and

came and supported the
children. We had lots of
positive feedback about
the workshop too so
thank you.

Year 3’s science
experiment
Year 3 Bluebirds were eager to
investigate how water travels through
plants so set up experiments with lilies,
celery and lots of food colouring! They
examined the plants after 10 minutes,
2 1/2 hours and then 17 hours later.
There were gasps of delight and
amazement the next morning as children arrived into class! Children learnt
that the xylem (similar to a tube, like a
straw), takes water around plants.
Look at our fantastic photos!

Y5 drama techniques
Year 5 have recently started their
new English topic
on a story about an
alien landing. They
have read the story and have been
using drama techniques to deepen
their understanding of the text.
Through doing this
they have really
focused on the
feeling and
thoughts of characters and have been
really engrossed in
the story. They
loved it!
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Bells Farm
Computing update
On this page we will keep you up-to-date with any
ICT news from our school, highlight children’s work and online safety issues
that may aﬀect you or your child.

Year 5 get
their own
email

Hopscotch
Programming
Year 4 Robins class have been
learning how to program using
the iPad Hopscotch app
During Computing with Mr Baddhan , Year 4
Robins used an iPad app called Hopscotch,
where they learned how to program characters
to perform an action using instruction blocks.
The app allows children to insert various
programming blocks including motion, drawing
and repetition.
Year 4 are also using other programming
websites including Scratch and Code for Life.

Numeracy Challenge
Children in key stage 2 have been taking part in the
Mathletics Numeracy Challenge to get as many correct
answers to propel our school in the league table.
The children have enjoyed
taking part and the winning
school will receive some
fantastic prizes.
Well done to everyone who
took part.
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Digital
Council
work with
The Oaks

Year 5 children now
have their own school
email address. The
children discussed the
excellent uses of email
and why it’s so important in today’s
world. The school email
address is protected so
emails cannot be received or sent outside
of the school domain.

Our online safety group - the
Digital Council have met
with children from The Oaks
primary school to share
ideas with each other. More
meetings are planned with other primary schools.

Festive Card
Competition
There has been a
Purple Mash
festive card
competition
taking place in
school. Some
fantastic entries. Good luck to everyone!

Hockey team take
part in tournament
On Wednesday 15th November 2017, we played
in the Kings Heath Sports
Partnership Year 5 and 6
Hockey Tournament.
We %inished a joint winners of our group and
therefore had to take
part in a penalty shoot

out with the Oaks Primary School to decide who
progressed to the %inal.
Unfortunately we lost the
penalty shoot out 1-0. We
played extremely well as
a team and were very
unfortunate not reach
the %inal.
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Online Safety parent survey results
Thank you to all the 89 parents that completed our annual
e-Safety surveys. Your feedback is greatly appreciated and
gives the Digital Council aspects to discuss to
improve e-Safety provision in the school.
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Cyber-bullying
assembly by the
Digital Council
As part of anti-bullying week,
our online safety group held an
assembly on how to report
issues related to online abuse
including cyber-bullying.
The Digital Council performed an assembly about
cyber-bullying during anti-bullying week in front
of the whole school and some parents and
governors.
The assembly included tips about what to do if
you have problems on the internet. The Digital
Council also did some quizzes with children to test their knowledge.

Cyber-bullying
and social
media parent
workshop
Our supportive
parents and carers
attended our online
safety workshop for tips
on keeping children
safe on the internet.

BANNED WEBSITES
A reminder the following
websites remain banned in
school and should be
encouraged not be used at
home too.
• Movie Star Planet
• Roblox
• Five Nights at Freddy’s
If you would like to discuss
why these websites
banned, please speak to
Mr Baddhan.
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MacMillan Coffee Our new Sports
Organising team
Afternoon and
Christmas Fayre

Thank you to everyone who helped and
supported our Macmillan Coffee afternoon.
We raised £166 for a very worthy cause!
Our Xmas Fayre will be held on Friday
December 8th 3.30pm-5.30pm.
We hope you will come along with your
child/children and enjoy the fun!
Last year was very successful so we hope to
see you again on the 8th.
Look out for the posters around school
shortly.
We will be glad of any donations as asked for
on our letter as soon as possible.

Year 6’s assembly

Year 6 had a lively start to the term, enjoying a visit from Professor McGinty extending their learning about the
World Wars. The children have used
this information in their class assembly,
which they really enjoyed presenting to
the school and families.
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We are the new
Sports Organising Team.
We organise
physical and
skills challenges
at lunchtime to
increase levels
of participation
in sport and
physical activity. At Bells Farm we know how important physical
activity is for our health and well-being and we encourage as many children to take part in our physical
challenges and our skills challenges.
Children who participate can earn points for their
house teams by trying new activities and achieving
speci%ic targets.

All Year Planner - Con%irmed Dates
Please note – these are known dates so far this year. Letters will
be sent out for any additional dates for individual classes.

Date

Events

Friday 8th December

Christmas Fayre

Thursday 14th December

Recep on Na vity

Friday 15th December

Healthy Snack Café in Y2 - 3pm
Rest of school - 3.15pm in playground

Thursday 21st December

• Carol Concert
• Christmas lunch

Friday 22nd December

Last day of term

Monday 25th December

Christmas Holidays

Monday 8th January

Return to school

Monday 5th - 9th February

Safer Internet Week

Wednesday 7th February

Online Safety Workshop 9.15am

Thursday 15th February

Parents Evening

Friday 16th February

• Chinese New Year themed lunch
• Last day of term

Monday 19th February

Half Term

Monday 26th February

Return to school

Wednesday 28th March

Year 1 trip Nature Centre

Thursday 29th March

Last day of term

Friday 30th March

Easter holidays

Monday 16th April

Return to school

Thursday 3rd May

Local Elec ons - School Closed

Monday 7th May

Bank holiday

Monday 14th May

Y6 SATs week

Friday 25th May

Last day of term

Monday 28th May

Half term

Monday 4th June

Return to school

Wednesday 4th July

Y6 residen al

Friday 6th July

Y6 return from residen al

Wednesday 11th July

Guitar assembly

Thursday 12th July

Parents Evening

Tuesday 17th July

Choir Asembly

Thursday 19th July

Y6 leavers party

Friday 20th July

• Y6 leavers assembly
• Last day of term

Monday 23rd July

Summer Holidays

After School Clubs
3.15pm- 4.15pm
Monday

Art - Year 3-6
Football - Year 5-6
Computing - Year 1-2

Tuesday

Computing - Year 3-6
Board Games - Year 3-6
Lego Club - Year 1-3
Basketball - Year 4-6

Wednesday Multi Skills – Year 1-2

Thursday Football - Year 3-4

Hockey - Year 5-6
Sign Language - Year 4-6

Friday

Choir - Year 3-6
Drama - Year 4-6

Value Words Next Term

Apprecia on
Caring
Honesty
Scan the QR code to visit
our website

Download our school’s
FREE mobile phone app
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