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Singing with pride

Welcome from the
Headteacher

Bells Farm school choir perform at Young Voices 2018
Welcome from the Headteacher

W

elcome to the February
edition of the newsletter.
As we approach the end
of the irst half term, I can tell you
that it has been the usual busy start
to the new year. The children have
enjoyed the irst excursions of 2018 –
lots of very happy faces greeted me as
the children returned from their
gymnastics competitions. Both Mr
Gill and I were so proud of their

efforts and successes. Our Young
Voices 2018 choir have also made us
all tremendously proud, as they
gathered with a host of other schools
at the Genting Arena to sing their
hearts out!. The children were
accompanied by Miss Procter, Mrs
Johnson and Miss Johnson. They have
all reported how amazing the event
was, and how beautifully the children
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sang. Thank you to all the families
who supported this event - take a
look at the website for the range of
photos showcasing their big night
out!
You will have received an
invitation to sign up for Parents’
evening which will give you a clear
picture of how hard your children
have been working. Thank you, as
ever, for supporting us to help your
children make good progress this
term – through our homework
policy and your engagement with
the school. It is so important to
keep those vital skills going – skills
such as reading, and learning
number bonds and times tables.

We see every day what a difference
it makes, so please continue to
make sure your children have the
time and space to have this “little
and often” approach to their
learning at home.
Please enjoy reading the rest of the
newsletter and don’t forget to keep
checking your children’s class
blogs. Thank you to those of you
who make comments on the blogs
– we would welcome even more
responses as your children love to
get this feedback from you.
Mrs Sargant
After a very careful consideration
about her future health and
welfare, Mrs Sargant has made the

Year 4 Robins
learn about
Great Britain
This Term Year 4 have started a new topic focusing on Great Britain and our local area.
We have started by studying maps of Great Britain and locating Counties
and Cities. We then focused on the main difference between cities and
countryside and the
main reasons why people choose to live here.
We look forward to
learning more about
Druids Heath and surrounding areas by studying maps of the area,
looking at photographs
and learning more about
how the area has
changed over time.
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dif icult decision to leave Bells
Farm. Her health has improved and
she is doing well, but she felt it was
a good time to re-evaluate her
future and make the best choice for
herself and her family.I know that
you will join me in wishing her well
in all that she does, and I also know
that she will keep in close touch
with the school. We thank her for
her 11 years
of service – as
a dedicated
Teaching
Assistant,
Sports Coach
and Medical
Lead in
school.

Y1 non-chronological reports
Year 1 Puf ins class have returned for spring term
with a fantastic work ethic. They have been hard at
work learning all about toys ready to put all the
information
learnt into a nonchronological
report. They have
ensured they are
including all key
features and putting into practise
their best handwriting skills.

Download our
school’s
mobile app
for news
and event
alerts
direct
to your phone

Year 3’s time travel experience
Bluebirds enjoyed the launch of
their new topic when they went on
a time travel experience to ind the
time period of the Ancient Egyptians! On the way travelling back
in time, they passed through the
year they were born, the First
World War, the Victorians, Tudors,
Viking’s, the Birth of Jesus, Romans and Ancient Greece! Afterwards, the children ordered and
created a timeline together to understand when the Ancient Egyptian period was in relation to other
events in history. Finally, the children looked at events within the
Egyptian era and created individual timelines.
The next lesson was even more
exciting as a mysterious box appeared in the classroom! It was
full of interesting Egyptian artefacts. The children enjoyed being
archaeologists and examining the
items. They considered what the

items were, what they were used
for and what this told us about
Egyptian life. Additionally, the
children looked at photo evidence
of artefacts to answer and ask

questions about the past. With
amazement, the children watched
as Mrs Parry showed them a sarcophagus ....revealing a mummy
inside!

Year 6 prepare for SATs
In Year 6, we are building up to
SATs but it is unlikely that your
children will notice any difference
within their lessons or the school
day. The children are working
hard and with continued focus we
are con ident that they will all be
able to show the amazing progress they have made in their
time at Bells Farm.
There are a few key ways in
which you could help to support
your child:
• Remember SATs are an opportunity for your child to show off
their skills and to be proud of

their achievements
– there is no need
to place pressure
on children to
perform
• Maintain consistent routines at
bed time, ensuring
children have adequate sleep (a
number of children
in class frequently are not able to
perform to their potential because they are too tired)
• Ensure your child completes
their homework
• Make sure they have opportuni-

ty to have fun and get outside to
enjoy fresh air
Thank you for your support and
we look forward to being able to
celebrate your children’s fantastic
achievements.
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Year 2’s exciting
discovery and fact inding
We started our new year with a very
exciting discovery! Outside our classroom on the irst day of our new term
there was a tent! We had no idea why
or what it was doing there so we decided the only way to ind out was to
explore it for ourselves. We put our
coats on and went outside and inside
the tent we found a letter, a backpack
and a bag.
Everyone was very excited to read the
letter which was from Professor Pole
asking us for help. We looked through
the bag he had left for us together and
learnt that Professor Pole was an explorer of some sort. He had some
warm gloves, a hat, a woolly scarf, a
compass, a clock, a torch, some snacks
and lots of other things that suggested
he explored in cold places. We then
found a memory stick which contained
a ilm from him. We watched it and
discovered that Professor Pole is a
nature explorer who wanted our help.
He told us he explores all over the
North Pole and is particularly interested in polar bears. He asked for our
help with 3 things which we are interested to ind out more about:
1. What animals live in the North
Pole?
2. What are the landscape and climate like?
3. How do people survive in the
North Pole?
He has left his things with us while he
explores further and left us a lovely
bag of iction and non- iction books
too. We have put them in our role-play
area so we can practice being explorers too!
We spent two weeks on our research
during Geography lessons. We found
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Year 5's
spelling
activities

Spelling and using
words correctly is an
important aspect of
learning so
Year 5 have started
taking part in a series
of Spelling activities 3
mornings a week. The
children have the opportunity to study preixes and suf ixes, to

out lots of exciting facts and then
wrote letters back to him explaining
what we had found out. Taya’s letter
was a very good example of our learning so far this term.

sort and understand
sounds within words
and to practice their
spellings, as well as
using the words in context. The children are
really enjoying the
activities and we are
starting to see a real
difference in their ability to spell correctly.

Gold for Megan
in gymnastics
tournament

Well done to Megan (Year 3 Bluebirds
class) who received 1st Place in
gymnastics on Wednesday 17th January
2018 at the Kings Heath Sports Partnership Gymnastics Competition.

Silver medals in
athletics competition

On Tuesday 30th January we took part in the Kings Heath
Sports Partnership Indoor Athletics Competition. In the
morning it was time for the Year 3 and 4 competition. We
competed in 6 relays including hurdles and obstacles. In
addition, we also took part in 6 different ield events,
Chest Push Javelin, High Jump, Long Jump, Speed Bounce
and Triple Jump. Once all the competing teams had completed their events, it was time for the results. We are delighted to report that we inished 2nd and we were awarded Silver Medals.
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Bells Farm
Computing update
On this page we will keep you up-to-date with any
ICT news from our school, highlight children’s work and online safety issues
that may aﬀect you or your child.

Get gaming
making in the
new 2DIY3D
There is a new version of 2DIY3D
now available for children to
create games in 3D.
Children from across all the year groups at Bells
Farm can now quickly create their own 3D game
using Purple Mash’s new version of 2DIY3D.
The upgraded version has a different look, more
obstacles, and the ability to add up to ive levels.
There are some supporting resources for parents
to sit down with their child to program quick
games.
All children have access to Purple Mash with their own username and password. Once logged in, they will be
able to search for 2DIY3D.

Spelling
games
All children can access Spellodrome at
home on their iPad or computers to improve spellings www.spellodrome.co.uk
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Coded patterns
The ability to choose your own
turtle and background is only the
beginning in 2Logo. You can add
multiple lines of code and save your
own shortcuts as well. Log on to
Purple Mash to access 2 Logo.

Get a good
night’s sleep!
This article is written by Digital
Council member Tiffanie (Year 5) about
sleep and why you should give your eyes a
rest from technology at night.
Everybody needs sleep. Sleep is
important to children and adults
and if you don’t get any sleep and
you stay up on your phone perhaps
all night even, things can occur that
are quite bad!
Why do we need sleep?
We need sleep to give our eyes a
rest, legs a rest and arms a rest. If
we don’t get enough sleep then we
can get quite tired which makes us
grumpy when we get up in the

During 5th
and 9th of
February,
our school is
taking part in Safer Internet Week.
With loads of fun ac vi es including
lessons and assemblies taking place.
We also have a parent workshop
taking place on Wednesday 7th
February 2018 at 9.15am. Come and
join us for a useful and informa ve
online safety session for parents.

morning.
Why do we have technology at night?
You should not have technology at
night because if you have too much
of a bright light than you can have
glasses you should be aware of how
long you are spending on the phone
because if the light is too bright you
could be running some health risks.
BE AWARE OF HOW LONG YOU
ARE SPENDING ON YOUR PHONE!
Have fun on your technology!

Knife-threatening app
banned by Google
An app aimed at children that featured a voiceover making threats to
cut them with a knife, has been banned by Google.
Blaze and the Monster Machines was removed from the Google Play
Store following complaints from parents.
The unof icial app was based on a Nickelodeon show, also called
Blaze and the Monster Machines.

BANNED WEBSITES
A reminder the following
websites remain banned in
school and should be
encouraged not to be used
at home too.
• Movie Star Planet
• Roblox
• Five Nights at Freddy’s
If you would like to discuss
why these websites
banned, please speak to
Mr Baddhan.
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Gold and silver
in gymnastics
tournament
On Wednesday 17th January, we took part in the Kings
Heath Sports Partnership Gymnastics Competition at
Kings Heath Boys School. We were split into two age
groups Y2, Y3 and Y4 in the morning and Y5 and Y6 in
the afternoon. Both teams were required to complete a
loor routine and a vault. All aspects of the vaulting and
loor routines were closely watched by the judges in
what became a close competition – both morning and
afternoon.
The Y2, Y3 and Y4 competition resulted in us taking a
superb 2nd place. In addition, Megan was awarded individual Gold for the loor exercise, having achieved the
highest score out of 48 competitors.
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All Year Planner - Con irmed Dates

After School Clubs
3.15pm- 4.15pm

Please note – these are known dates so far this year. Letters will
be sent out for any additional dates for individual classes.

Monday

Computing - Year 1-2
Football - Year 5-6

Date

Events

Tuesday

Thursday 15th February

Parents Evening

Friday 16th February

• Chinese New Year themed lunch
• Last day of term

Computing - Year 3-6
Board Games - Year 3-6
Lego Club - Year 1-3
Basketball - Year 4-6
Art - Year 1-2

Monday 19th February

Half Term

Wednesday Multi Skills – Year 1-2
Art - Year 1-2
Basketball - Year 4-6

Monday 26th February

Return to school

Thursday Football - Year 3-4

Wednesday 28th February

Free Radio Trip

Friday

Thursday 1st March

Dress up for World Book Day

Wednesday 7th March

Y3 Mother’s Day assembly

Wednesday 28th March

• Year 1 trip Nature Centre
• Y4 Easter assembly

Thursday 29th March

Last day of term

Friday 30th March

Easter holidays

Monday 16th April

Return to school

Thursday 3rd May

School closed for elec ons

Monday 7th May

Bank holiday

Monday 14th May

Y6 SATs week

Friday 25th May

Last day of term

Monday 28th May

Half term

Monday 4th June

• Return to school
• Y6 swimming – 11.15–12.00 for
2 weeks at Cocks Moor Wood

Wednesday 4th July

• Y6 residen al
• Y5 trip to Farm

Friday 6th July

Y6 return from residen al

Wednesday 11th July

Guitar assembly

Thursday 12th July

Parents Evening

Tuesday 17th July

Choir Assembly

Thursday 19th July

Y6 leavers party

Friday 20th July

• Y6 leavers assembly
• Last day of term

Monday 23rd July

Summer Holidays

Cricket- Year 5-6
Choir - Year 4-6
Drama - Year 4-6

Value Words This Term

Apprecia on
Caring
Honesty
Scan the QR code to visit
our website

Download our school’s
FREE mobile phone app
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