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Welcome from the Headteacher

W

elcome to the May edition
of the Bells Farm
newsletter. What a busy
half term that was! Year 6 have now
inished their SATs tests and are busy
completing their writing tasks. As I
write, Year 2 are now hard at it, in a
busy week for them as they too sit the
national tests. All of the children have
been working really hard with their
teachers, and I know they have made
great progress. The half term break
will be well-timed respite for children
and teachers alike!

School Planner ............................11

Thankfully, school life is not all about
the SATs and it has been wonderful to
see the children gain so many
different experiences this term. As
usual, we had compliments for both
the behaviour and the interest shown
by Year 1 as they visited Botanical
Gardens. Year 3 have been doing
really well with their swimming
lessons and we look forward to
seeing Year 5 take the same
opportunity after half-term. Nursery
have just
Con nues on page 2

Nursery trip
to Hatton
Country World
See Page 10

Con nued from page 1

enjoyed a fabulous trip to Hatton
Country World, and luckily, the
weather has been kind to us in all
of these ventures!
Next half term
Please don’t forget to make a note
of all the key dates after half term,
including the closing of the school
for an INSET day for essential
safeguarding training on 18th
June.

Budget cuts
You are probably well aware from
recent media coverage of the
continuing inancial pressure
being experienced by schools, and
ours is no exception. The change in
the national funding formula along
with an increase in other costs
means that schools are facing
serious funding dif iculties. You
can get a sense of the scale by
visiting www.schoolcuts.org.uk
where a coalition of groups have
used Department for Education
data to predict the depth of cuts
schools face. You will see that
between 2015 and 2020, Bells
Farm Primary is expected to have
lost £496 per pupil. We are now
operating on very tight inancial
margins and are reliant on many of
our staff working harder than ever
to ful il our responsibilities. We do
not have the capacity to absorb
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further budget cuts. Any further
loss of money will have a
signi icant impact on the quality of
education and provision we offer
you and our children.
Many MPs have raised this matter
– Steve McCabe has been
particularly vocal about the
situation, and we are hoping that
the new secretary of State for
Education, Damian Hinds will
listen to the continued concerns.
As a school, we have been very
careful with our spending and
have managed to spend within our
means. However, by the end of
next year, without very careful
spending controls, we run the risk
of being in de icit for the irst time
in the ive years I have been head
teacher.
So it is necessary to plan to further
curb spending and increase our
school funds. Some of the
measures are small scale but it is a
start. The measures will include:
• Request for donations to the
school fund. This has been in
operation for a long time, but we
have not received very many
donations in this time. We ask that
you contribute £5 per child, or £10
if you have more than one child.
This will be collected at the start of
the new school year in September.
• Reduction in the printed letters
sent out. For example, this
will be the last time that
the newsletter will be
available in paper form –
as ever, it will be available
online, on our very
comprehensive website.
This is part of a raft of
other measures we are
taking internally to reduce
administration costs.
• A small increase in the
cost of breakfast and after

school clubs, coming into effect in
September. Further details will
follow.
• An appeal that parental
contributions for trips are made.
We have managed to run these
trips at a loss the school in the
past, but this will not be possible
in future.
• A further appeal that if you think
you are eligible for free school
meals that you complete the
application for Pupil Premium.
This is a vital source of income for
the school and it is money to which
our families are entitled. If you
have any problems in completing
this application, we are on hand to
support you. Please ask at the
front of ice and a member of staff
will make an appointment with
you to go through the process.
As we proceed through the new
school year, we will keep you
updated. We thank you, as ever,
for your continual support for the
school to provide the best
education possible for the
children. We are also fortunate to
have the support of our brilliant
Parent Volunteers who continue to
work with Mrs Jones to raise
funds. Anyone who wishes to join
this group will be made very
welcome. Just ask at the front
of ice for details.

Download our
school’s
mobile app
for news
and event
alerts
direct
to your phone

Year 1 trip to
Botanical
Gardens
The Puf ins had an amazing trip to
the Botanical Gardens where they all took part
in a mini-beast hunt and even found a newt
whilst pond dipping! Even through all the rain
they smiled and enjoyed themselves and learnt
lots of great facts ready for our science topic.

Year 5’s topic on
digital media
Kestrels have recently begun
their new art topic - digital
media. The children have all
been outside into the playground to take photos of the
nature that surrounds us.
They had a great time! These
photos are going to be digitally edited by the children. Our
aim is to make the photos

look more appealing to the
viewer through changing elements of the photograph,
such as brightness and contrast. The children have also
had a go at using the editing
software on a sample photograph; they discovered lots of
brilliant tools that they could
use for their inal art piece.

Data protection changes
with the regulations will be an ongoing process and the School has
appointed a Data Protection
Of icer (DPO) to advise and
manage compliance with the
regulation. Full details of our data
General Data Protection
protection of icer will be detailed
Regulation – GDPR
in our Privacy Notice which will
From the 25th May 2018, new
shortly appear on the website.
regulations will be introduced
We have drawn up policies and
which affect how our School
handle people’s data. This is called procedures and notices that are
compliant with the new
the General Data Protection
Regulation – (GDPR). Compliance regulations, and will keep you

informed of any further
developments. You will ind our
Data Protection policy and Privacy
Notice on our website by the end
of this week. You may rest assured
that your child’s data will be
handled in accordance with legal
principles.
In the meantime we thank you for
your patience whilst we take the
necessary steps set by the new
legislation and guidance with
handling data.
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Year 2 practise
handwriting and
arithmetic skills
Toucans have been extremely busy this half term producing wonderful pieces of
writing showing everything
they have learnt this year.
Everyone is trying really
hard with their handwriting
and we have now given out
of irst three Handwriting
criptions demonstrating the
progress they have made in
Year 2.g Heroes certi icates.
All the children have produced fantastic
stories, reports
and des
We have also
been busy practising our arithmetic skills. We
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are really quite fantastic at
the range of calculations
now! We have continued to
develop our problems solving skills. We have particularly focused on how to pick
out the correct information
in a problem and are getting much better at this.
Luckily, we have still found
time for some Geography,
Music and Art too relating
to our topic of rainforests.
All the children
are thoroughly
enjoying the
topic and have
a good bank of
facts they have
learnt!

Year 4 tennis team Year 5 cricket
inish 2nd in league team inish 4th

On Thursday 10th May 2018 we took part
in the Kings Heath Sports Partnership Y5
Cricket Competition at the Britannic
Cricket Ground in Moseley. There were
21 participating teams and we played
cricket all day. After a long day, we were
delighted to hear that we had inished 4th
overall. We had a great day, and in addition we improved our cricket skills.

Year 4 athletics
competition
In May, we competed in the
Kings Heath Sports Partnership Year 4 Tennis Tournament at Billesley Tennis Centre. Each of our teams consisted of 4 players – all players had a total of 5 games in
the group stage. At the end of

the group stages our A team
inished 2nd and the our B
team inished 4th. Both of our
teams won over three quarters of our games. We played
to a very high standard and
are looking forward to competing again next year.

We took part in the Year 4 ‘Super 4s
Athletics Competition’. During the evening we participated in long jump, javelin, sprinting and 400m. We each participated in all 4 events and our scores
were collected in after each round. Once
all the scores had been calculated we
received an email on Wednesday afternoon to say that we had inished in 6th
Place. We had a very enjoyable evening
and look forward to competing again
next year.
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Bells Farm
Computing update
On this page we will keep you up-to-date with any
ICT news from our school, highlight children’s work and online safety issues
that may aﬀect you or your child.

Fortnite game
concerns
We are making parents aware
about a new game called Fortnite.
Recently we have noticed
an increasing number of
children playing and
talking about the game
Fortnite - accessible on
iPads, Xbox and
PlayStation.
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A focus
on YouTube
Some children have been
writing about their experiences of YouTube and their favourite channels.
The children have also provided tips on reporting problems on YouTube.

BANNED WEBSITES
A reminder the following
websites remain banned in
school and should be

encouraged not to be used at
home too.
• Movie Star Planet
• Roblox

• Five Nights at Freddy’s
If you would like to discuss
why these websites banned,
please speak to Mr Baddhan.
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Year 3’s trip to
St Nicholas Church
Bluebirds enjoyed a trip to St Nicholas Church in Kings Norton to
learn about the Christian faith and
in particular quiet re lection,
which links in with their current
RE topic. They discovered the
church was there as far back as the
1100s, although they this may
have been a wooden building. The
children heard about the story of
St Nicholas who was a bishop and
anonymously put three bags of
gold through window which fell
into the daughters’ hanging stockings. The story of St Nicholas represents kindness, generosity and
giving anonymously.
The children enquired were very
curious with lots of questions.
They discovered the altar was coloured to distinguish time in the
Christian calendar such as red for
Pentecost, Purple for Lent/Advent

Year 4’s Sikh
temple trip

As part of Year 4’s learning of Sikhism in RE, they
visited Guru Nanak Sikh
Temple in Smethwick on
25th April 2018.
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to show waiting for
something, gold and
white for Easter and
Green for normal
times. Bluebirds learnt
that the font is placed by the entrance of the church to signify the
beginning of Christian life in the
church. the children examined the
windows to see if they could recognise any Bible stories. A lot of
children found the Easter and
Christmas window.
The children heard that prayers
are answered but not always in the
way we expect. They learnt prayer can also be a quiet re lection
and a time to listen to God besides
just speaking to him. There can be
set prayer from books and also
individual/free prayers. The children heard The Lord’s Prayer. Afterwards, the children walked re-

Romans and
the empire
This term, Year 4 Robins will be learning all about the Romans and their
Empire.
We have started by looking at a Roman soldier and the Roman Army. We
have learnt battle commands that they
had to follow and have made some
battle formations.
We have explored all the countries in
Europe that were part of the Roman
Empire and learnt about the ones that
weren't.
Year 4 will be going to Lunt Fort on
June 22nd, to learn about the life of a
Roman soldier and how they lived in
Britain. We can't wait!

spectfully around the outside of
the church to see the bell tower,
weather vane, gravestones, and
beautiful blossom trees! The children were very inquisitive with
lots of questions and really enjoyed the visit, learning lots of new
information. For some children,
this was their very irst visit to a
church, whilst some asked when
we could go back again for a return visit!
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All Year Planner - Con irmed Dates
Please note – these are known dates so far this year. Letters will
be sent out for any additional dates for individual classes.

Date

After School Clubs
3.15pm- 4.15pm
Monday

Football - Year 5-6

Tuesday

Computing - Year 3-6
Basketball - Year 4-6
Film Club - Year 1-2

Events
th

Wednesday 16 May

Friday 29th June
Monday 2nd July

Y3 swimming 9.30 – 11.30am
• Y3 swimming 9.30 – 11.30am
• Y5 – RE visitor
• Star Assembly
• Last day of term
Half term
Return to school
Year 1 class assembly
Y5 swimming 9.30 – 11.30am
Y5 swimming 9.30 – 11.30am
Star Assembly
School closed for inset day (training)
• Y4 – Consor um Music Day
• Compu ng Inspire Workshop – Y5
• KS1 sports day 9.30am
• Y5 swimming 9.30 – 11.30am
Year 4 trip to Lunt Roman Fort
• Google Assembly – 2.30 pm
• New Recep on September 2018
parents mee ng 6–7pm
• KS2 sports day 9.30am
• Year 2 trip to Twycross Zoo
• Y5 swimming 9.30 – 11.30am
• Recep on trip to the airport
• Compu ng Inspire Workshop – Y3
Early Years sports day 9.30am
Y6 trip to Birmingham Central Mosque

Wednesday 4th July

Transi on Day

Wednesday 23rd May
th

Friday 25 May
Monday 28th May
Monday 4th June
Wednesday 6th June
Wednesday 13th June
Friday 15th June
Monday 18th June
Tuesday 19th June
Wednesday 20th June
Friday 22nd June
Monday 25th June
Tuesday 26th June
Wednesday 27th June

th

Friday 6 July

Compu ng Awards assembly

Tuesday 10th July

Thursday 12th July

School reports to parents
• Guitar assembly
• Y5 swimming 9.30 – 11.30am
Parents Evening

Friday 13th July

Year 2 class assembly

th

Wednesday 11 July

th

Monday 16 July
Tuesday 17th July
Wednesday 18th July
Friday 20th July
Monday 23rd July
Thursday 6th September

Wednesday Multi Skills – Year 1-2
Art - Year 3-6

Thursday Football - Year 3-4

Film Club - Year 5-6
Tennis - Year 3-4

Friday

Choir - Year 4-6
Drama - Year 4-6

Value Words Next Term

Friendship
Perseverance
Courage
Respect
Scan the QR code to visit
our website

Year 6 leavers’ party
• Year 6 leavers’ assembly
• Choir assembly
• Y6 Residen al
• Behaviour badge assembly
• Y6 return from residen al
• Last day of term
Summer holidays
Children return to school

Download our school’s
FREE mobile phone app
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